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PREFACE. 



It may be gathered from the lives of 
eminent men, that matured wisdom and long 
experience, in any branch of kn^i^ledge, gene- 
rally led them to turn with closer attachment 
to first principles and leading truths. In re- 
ligion this tendency is particularly marked. 
After long lives spent in much thought, study, 
and usefulness, we find the noblest Christian 
minds giving more and more of their earnest 
attention to what seem the simplest principles 
of our faith, but which they foimd to be really 
its deepest and most beneficial truths. They 
were by degrees convinced that the well 
known foundations of religion, such as The 
Lord's Prayer, proved in the end to be the 
most productive of holy teachings and of 
suggestive thoughts. 

Surely there is a useful hint here. We 
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b PREFACE. 

ought to profit by the results of this experi- 
ence in those who have gone before us ; we 
ought to give closer attention, and set a higher 
value than we often do, on what they found 
to be the best resting places even for their 
riper minds. We might thus find, as they 
did, that . the Lord's Prayer, — ^when clearly 
understood ; really valued ; and thoughtfully 
applied ; botk devotionally to make us pray 
rightly, and practically to make us live right- 
ly, — is indeed our best guide, our best safe- 
guard, and the best test of our progress in 
Christian feelings and duties. 

And in times of busy controversy and dif- 
fering opinions, how refreshing it is to have 
some such quiet home, as it were, for the 
heart's musings ; where it can improve itself 
without distraction, and attend to that 
" domestic Christianity," which cultivates, in 
retirement, the virtues and principles needed 
for more active and outward scenes. 

Such thoughts as these have suggested the 
present selection of extracts. It aims at bring- 
ing together from many valuable sources, con- 
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PREFACE. 



tributions towards unfolding the leading spiri- 
tual lessons, treasured up in " the words which 
Christ himself hath taught us/' 

His prayer, as given by St. Matthew, with 
the doxology, forms the basis of the extracts. 
These give always the sense, and generally 
the exact words, of the original authors ; a few 
sentences only (e^ept in chapters 15, 16, and 
17,) being added, where necesiary for intro- 
ducing or connecting the extracts. 

Sometimes two or three detached passages 
from one author, but all bearing upon the same 
subject, have been placed together, in a single 
uninterrupted paragraph. 

The fragmentary character which extracts 
unavoidably retain, even when classified and 
arranged, would have been easily avoided by 
throwing the substance of their contents into 
the selector's own words. But it seemed best to 
retain their original shape, for these reasons ; — 
that the names of the authors are the best 
guarantees for the value of the extracts ; that, 
by referring to the works here pointed out, the 
reader may pursue any particular bran# of the 
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subject more fully, if he is inclined to do so ; 
and also because a selection of extracts may 
serve to recommend one most useful mode of 
reading, which is, to have some definite object 
always in view, — the explanation and illustra- 
tion, for instance, as in this case, of a part of 
Holy Scripture, — so that the mind, while 
reading various authors, i^ on the watch for 
anything which throws additional light upon 
that ptrticular subject in view. 

The book being mainly intended for general 
readers, various interesting points requiring 
a critical knowledge of the Greek Testament 
have not been discussed ; but the useful results 
of such criticism are given. 

For the same reason, only so much of the 
more abstruse structure of the prayer has been 
noticed, as is quite necessary for bringing out 
its deeper meaning. 

If these contributions from many pious and 
learned minds, should, by Gk>d's good blessing, 
give to the reader the same instruction and 
pleasure which they gave to the selector, his 
object will be fully attained. 
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CHAPTER I. 

Opening Consideratums from the Name of the Prayer — 
" The Lord's Prayer." 

I. It is a Prayer ; — ^nature and value of Prayer, a. ; — 

how it avails, h, ; — ^its value to the heart, c. ; — its 
duty, dignity, utility, d, e. ; — its comfort, /. ; — its 
purii^-ing power, g, A. i, 

II. It is the Lord's Prayer ; — the need of a prayer from 

Him, a. ; — its perfection, comprehensiveness, spiri- 
tuality, holiness, fitness for all men's use, h. c. d, e. 

III. It is THE Lord's Prayer ; — twice given, on different 

occasions (Matth. vi. ; Luke xi.), a. ; — both as an 
example and as a .form of prayer, b, ; — importance 
of the position Christ has given it, c. 



CHAPTER II. 

Vain Repetitions and Forms of Prayer. 

I. Introductory verses, ISIatt. vi. 7, 8 ; — when repetitions 
are ** vain," and ^^ much speaking" chargeable on 
prayer, a. h, c. 
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10 SUBJECTS OP THE EXTRACTS. 

II. Forms of Prayer ; — sanctioned by our Lord's giving 
a form of Prayer ; — their right use, a. h, ;^-our 
need of them, c. ; — use of the petitions separately, 
for short ejaculations, d. ; — advantage of such a 
habit, e. 



CHAPTER III. 

General View of the Order and Structure of the Lord's 
Prayer. 

Its divisions, a. ; — its tone, b. c. ; — table of parts, d. 



CHAPTER IV. 
THE INVOCATION. 

Our Father which art in Heaven, 

I. Father, — Such a name gives the spirit of adoption, 

and frees from the spirit of slavery, a. ; — ^its accep- 
tableness to God, b, ; — ^we call God Father through 
Christ, c, ; — a threefold sonship, d, ; — the honour 
conferred on us, e, ;— our duty as sons of God, /. g, ; 
—our spiritual and temporal advantages as sons of 
God, A. t. 

II. Which art in Heaven ; — this title teaches reverence, a, ; 

reminds us of our earthly exile, b, ; — ^reminds us of 
our heavenly inheritance, c, —The word heaven is 
plural in the Greek, — " in the heavens," as Wicliff 
renders it ; — grandeur of this idea, d, ; — connects 
us with angelic beings as children of one Father, e, 

III. Our, — This word teaches charity, a, ; — the commu- 

nion of saints, b, c, d. 
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CHAPTER V. 

HaUowed he Thy name. 

The meaning of the Name of God, a. ;— K»niiection with 
the previous invocation ; degrees of meaning in 
the petition, b, ; — ^how Grod's name is hallowed, c. ; — 
application to our thoughts, words and actions, d. ; 
— ^it is our fitting duty as sons of God, e,; — ^motives 
which urge it, y. 



CHAPTER VL 

Thy Kingdom come. 

Three meanings of God^s Kingdom used in Scripture. — 
Here it means His kingdom of grace in our hearts, 
a. ; — ^its outward and inward forms, h. ; — ^the out- 
ward form, the Church of Christ, c. ; — ^why it must 
include all nominal Christians, the bad with the 
good, d, ; — ^the inward form, its progress in the 
heart, e,f, \ — attention to small duties, and gradual 
progress, g, ; — two common errors on this subject, 
h. ; — ^it both humbles and exalts us, t. ; — Grod^s king- 
dom is advanced by man^s co-operation, k. 



CHAPTER VIL 

Thy will be done. 

The humbling character of this petition, a. ; — ^it wisely 
modifies all our prayers, b. ;-^motives to submis- 
sion of our will to God*s will, c. ; — ^its safety and 
comfort, d. ; — ^good m affliction^ e, ; — how Chris- 
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tian submission excells heathen or philosophic feel- 
ings, /. ; — it assures of Grod's farour and our title to 
heaven, g, ; — example of our Lord at Grethsemane, 
A. ; — FenelonV prayer, i, '^ — only affection and gra- 
titude caM more us to do God's "will, k, ; — these are 
given by the Holy Spirit, /. 



CHAPTER VIIL 
In earth as it is in heaven. 



This clause, like the invocation, applies equally to each 
of the three preceding petitions, as Bishop Jebb 
has shown, a, ; — ^it connects us with other higher 
beings, 6. ; — ^they do God's will readily, wisely, and 
constanUy, c. f — need of this change on earth, d. 



CHAPTER IX. 
Give us this day our daily dread. 

I. Point of transition from the first to the second group 

of petitions, a. h. ;— character of the second group 
of petitions, c. 

II. This petition implies our dependence on God who 

gives, a. ;-— our daily anxieties supposed and anti- 
cipated by our Lord here, h. ;-<— a perfect prayer 
would include the needs of both body and soul, as 
this does, c. ; — ^the word " bread" teaches modera- 
tion, and the superiority of spiritual blessings, d. e, 
f. g. ; — Christ is the " true bread," h. t. j. 

III. By the word " daily," anxiety is laid to rest, a. ; — 
moderation in earthly things taught, and avarice 
condemned, 6. ; — the uncertainty of life, c. 
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SUBJEOVS OF THE EXTRACTS. 13 

IV. In " oar" we learn charity, a. ; — industry, b* ; — the 
duty of labour, c. ;— justice, d. 



CHAPTER X. 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors, 

I. Force ofthe" and." 

II. Debts mean the obligation to punishment, a. ; — the 

petition implies our sinfulness, b, 1. ; — a sense of 
sin, and its terribleness, b. 2. ; — how and by whom 
this petition should be used, c. ; — it implies that 
forgiyeness is needed and expected, d. ; — ^why the 
ground of forgiveness is not formally mentioned, e. ; 
— fears suggested by Satan ; and Christ's goodness 
in freeing us from fear and sin's debt, /. ; — the strict 
distinction between debt and guilt, explaining the 
Atonement, g, ; — ^need of an atonement by a Divine 
Person, for an affectionate reconciliation of man to 
God, h. ; — cheering efiect of the Gospel message of 
forgiveness in Christ, i. 

III. Effect of the vow or condition " as we forgive," on 

our prayer ; and on our feelings, a. ; — the limits of 
forgiveness, b, ; — an unforgiving man's sins return 
upon him, c. ;— anger stifles prayer, d. ;— connec- 
tion between living rightly and praying rightly ; 
personal enemies, enemies in other points private, 
and public ; blessing of a forgiving and praying dis- 
position, e. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

And lead us not into temptation. 

Constant need of this petition, a. ; — meaning of tempta* 
tion here, 6. c. ; — God has the right to try us : but 
His mercy by this prayer prevents despondency ; 
and it teaches leniency to others, d, ; — how God 
leads into temptation, e. ; — we must expect to be 
tried, /. ; — ^we must exert ourselves to shun temp- 
tation to evil, and seek the Holy Spirit's help, g, h. 



CHAPTER XII. 

But deliver us from evil. 

Evil means, first, '* the evil one," a. b. ; — ^next, it means 
sin of any kind ; ever felt by Christians as an evil 
to be hated and avoided, c. 1, 2. (/. ; — ^then, it means 
all the pains, needs, punishments, which can ever 
befal us, e. ; — sufferings are real evils to us as they 
were to Christ himself, /. ; — the spirit in which 
this petition should be offered, g.; — God will 
deliver when He sees best, h, ; — there is need of 
misery as a discipline and state of probation, t. ; — 
still the final deliverance from evil, at death, is to 
be welcomed, /. ; — ^A review of the whole petitions 
of the Lord's prayer, k. 



CHAPTER XIII. 

For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and (he glory, 
for ever. Amen. 

A Doxology, by Jewish customi generally closed each 
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prayer, as Scripture shews ; its position here, a. ; — 
at first sight it refers to the last petition especially, 
6. — In a wider view it refers to the prayar as a 
whole, c. ;— or to the different groups of petitions, 
d. ; — or to each separate petition in order, e. — The 
blessing of continuance, promised in the " for 
ever,"/. ; — amen, expresses and teaches faith, g. ; — 
it sums up the requests in perfect trust that they 
will be certainly granted, h. 



CHAPTER xnr. 

Expansions or Paraphrases of ike Lord's Prayer. 
I. Explanation in the Book of Common Prayer ; 

Catechism, 
n. Luther^s Summary in the form of a dialogue. 

III. The sense of the Lord^s Prayer in the Bishop's book. 

IV. Bishop Een^s paraphrase. 



CHAPTER XV. 
Use of the Lord's Prayer by the Apostles. 
I. Direct statement of their using it unnecessary in 
Scripture ; first line of proof that they did so, from 
early Church History, 
n. Second line of proof, from their own writings ; table 
of passages coinciding with the petitions of the 
Lord^s Prayer, or referring to them. 



CHAPTER XVI. 

Sources of the Lord's Prayer, 

I. Sometimes it is said to have been derived from prayers 
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of Jewish uninspired origin which resemble it; 
frequent application of that idea, a, — Its improba- 
bility, h, — ^The Lord's Prayer is derived from the 
Old Testament, as most Jewish prayers were; 
which accounts for any resemblance, c. ;— table of 
passages from the Old Testament agreeing with the 
different petitions, d, ; — reasons why our Lord 
should deriye it from that source, e. 
II. Effect of its Hebrew origin on its structure, a. ; — 
tables showing the regularity of its arrangment, and 
the parallelisms of its petitions, h. 



CHAPTER XVII. 

Comparisons of the Lord's Prayer with the other teach- 
ings of Scripture. 

I. It is intended not so much to teach directly, which 

would interfere with prayer, but to agree with all 
other Scriptural doctrines and teachings, a. ; — the 
doctrine of the Holy Trinity traced in the prayer, 
b, ; — illustratiye table, c. ; — further connections be- 
tween the two series of petitions as referring to the 
Trinity, d. 

II. Another example, in a comparison with the Beatitudes. 
in. Hints for further comparative examinations. 
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extract is taken from a Treatise or Commentary of his, pro- 
fessedly on the subject of the Lord's Prayer. 

The extracts from Continental writers are taken princi- 
paUy from the excellent translations pnblbhed by Messrd 
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GATHERED LIGHTS. 



CHAPTER I. 



OPENING CONSIDERATIONS. 



Some most impressive thoughts on this part of the 
Holy Gospel which lies before us, may be gathered 
from the name so commonly given to it, — " The 
Lord's Prayer." 

1. For that name reminds us that the part of God's 
Word we are about to study is a Prayer, 

a, 1. Thy prayer is a speaking with God. When 
thou readest the Holy Scriptures, God speaks to 
thee ; when thou prayest, thou speakest to God. 

2. Christ has conferred on prayer all power for 
good. 

3. If He who was without sin prayed ; how much 
more ought we to pray who are sinners ? 



Digitized by 



Google 



24 CHAPTER I. 

4. Prayer is the highest exercise and employment 
of mind that a creature is capable of. God is always 
equally present with us ; but we are so much taken 
up with sensible things, that ^* Lo, He goeth by us, 
and we see Him not ; He passeth on also, but we 
perceive Him not." Devotion is retirement from the 
world He has made, to Him alone ; it is to withdraw 
from the avocations of sense, to employ our attention 
wholly upon Him, as upon an object actually present, 
to yield ourselves up to the influence of the Divine 
presence, and to give full scope to the affections of 
gratitude, love, reverence, trust, and dependence ; of 
which infinite power, wisdom, and goodness is the 
natural and only adequate object. We may apply 
to the whole of devotion those words of the Son of 
Sirach, " When you glorify the Lord, exalt Him as 
much as you can ; for even yet will He far exceed ; 
and when you exalt Him, put forth all your strength, 
and be not weary ; for you can never go far enough." 
Our most raised affections of every kind cannot but 
fall far short and be disproportionate, when an Infi- 
nite Being is the object of them. 

b, 1. Indeed this very greatness and superiority of 
the Infinite Creator, seems in many ways overwhelm- 
ing, and sometimes suggests the anxious doubt, 
** What is the use of prayer, seeing God cannot be 
changed and moved by us ? What good can it do us. 
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and how can it attain our ends ? " To this it has been 
answered, — You might as well ask what good any- 
thing will do, towards our benefit or salvation, which 
we can do. As God, who is one, makes multitudes 
of creatures, so God, who is unchangeable, makes 
changeable creatures ; and the effect is wrought by 
changing us, not by changing God. You must un- 
derstand these great philosophic truths, that, — 

(1.) All things affect according to the capacity of 
the receiver. 

(2.) Therefore the various effects in the world pro- 
ceed from the great variety of respective capacities. 
The same sunbeams do cause a nettle, a thorn, a rose, 
a cedar, according to the seminal capacity of the vari- 
ous receivers. The same sun enlightens the eye, that 
does not so by the hand, or foot, or by a tree, or 
stone ; and it shines into the house whose windows 
are open, which does not so when the windows are 
shut, and this without any change in itself. The 
boatman lays hold on the bank, and pulls as if he 
would draw it to the boat, when he does but draw 
the boat to it. Two ways prayer procures the bless- 
ing without making any change in God : firsts by 
our performing the condition on which God promises 
His mercy ; secondly^ by disposing our souls to re- 
ceive it. He that does not penitently confess his sin 
is unmeet for pardon ; and he that desires not Christ 
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and mercy, is unmeet to be a partaker of them ; and 
he that is utterly unthankful for what he has re- 
ceived, is unmeet for more. 

h, 2. God has already in His arrangement of the 
world provided for the answer of every prayer, just 
as for every foreseen exercise of human freedom, and 
for every necessity of His creatures, known to Him 
from Eternity. In the living God true faith can con- 
fide for the knowledge of its need, and the willingness 
to help. 

c. But the heart often feels a truth which reason 
cannot grasp. This is the case with the power and 
influence of prayer. The Holy Scriptures have 
spoken of prayer as a powerful means of attracting 
the grace of God, as a force to which divine power is 
willing to submit, and which seems, in some sense, 
to share with the Deity the empire of the universe. 
Before such an idea reason remains confounded. 
There is no objection it does not involuntarily raise 
against a doctrine, which, after all, belongs to the 
very essence of religion. But to the heart how 
beautiful is this doctrine ; how natural, how probable, 
how necessary ! How eagerly the heart embraces it I 
How it hastens to put it in the rank of its most 
cherished convictions I And how wretchedly and fool- 
ishly " tiwc" do those appear; who, knowing on the 
one hand, that religion without prayer is not religion, 
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and| on the other, that the bearing of prayer Hpon 
their destinies is inexplicable, resolve to remain in 
uncertainty on the subject, waiting and not praying 
at all ! 

d. Looking now more clearly into the nature of 
this heartfelt blessing, and the benefits derived from 
it, it is plain, that, although the Lord knows well 
our wants, and doth according to His own good plea- 
sure ; yet, there is for prayer, (1.) Dutt/. (2.) Dignity, 
(3.) UtiUty. 

(1.) Duty, We owe this homage to God, not only 
to worship Him, and to acknowledge Him as our 
King and Ruler of the whole world, but particularly 
to offer up our supplications, and testify our depen- 
dence upon Him, as the Giver of " every good gift J ^ 
It is not because He is unwilling or loth to give, for 
'' He gives liberally and upbraideth not ]" yet says 
the Apostle, '' If any man lack wisdom, let him ask 
it/' So, of all our wants, that which thanksgiving 
doth acknowledge after receipt, supplication doth be- 
forehand ; His power, truth, and goodness, &c. This 
is His name still, the God who " heareth prayer^*' 
and therefore this homage is due to Him, " To Him 
shall all flesh come." — Ps. Ixv. 2. 

(2.) Dignity. This is the honour of the Saints, 
that they are admitted to go near and have frequent 
eonverse with the Great God ; that they do not only 
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expect from Him, bat jpiay frequently speak to Him 
of their wants and desires, and may pour out their 
complaints into His bosom. Abraham was sensible 
of the greatness of this privilege, by reflecting upon 
the greatness of his distance — " Behold I, who am 
but dust and ashes, haye taken up<Hi me to speak 
unto the Lord/' 

(3.) UUlity. It quiets and eases the heart to vent 
itself to Grod. '' Prayer," says Augustine, *' calms 
and purifies the heart, and renders it more capable 
of the Divine benefits/' ^* Be careful in nothing," 
says the Apostle, that were a {feasant life indeed, 
if it might be ; but how shall that be attained ? Why, 
this is the only way, says he, ^^ In all things make 
your requests known unto God." Tell Him what 
are your desires, and leave them there with Him, 
and so you are sure to be rid of all further disquiet- 
ing care of them. The desires that are Inreathed 
forth in Prayer, are, as it were, the very unloading 
of the heart ; each request that goes forth carries out 
somewhat of the burden with it. Try as many ways 
as you will, there is no other will firee you, in diffi- 
culties of all-perplexing thought, but this ; and this 
wiU do it. 

In prayer the graces of the Spirit are exercised, 
and they gain by that as all habits do. Fcdth gains 
in believing the promises ; and that is the very basis 
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of prayer ; it cannot subsist without the support of 
Faith. And Hope is raised and set on tiptoe to look 
out for accomplishment. And Love, — ^it is that which 
delights it, to impart its mind to Him on whom it is 
set, and thus to entertain converse and conference 
with Him, and all hours seem short to it that are 
thus spent ; and bj this it still rises to a higher de- 
gree, it is blown and stirred by Prayer. The more 
the soul oonyerses with God, doubtless the more it 
loves Him. And this speaking your desires to God 
in prayer, makes the heart still more holy, invites it 
to entertain new desires, but such as it may confi- 
dently acquaint God with. 

In relation to the particular things desired, Prayer 
not only fits and disposes the heart for receiving them 
as blessings, but withal, it is a real means of obtain- 
ment, by reason of God's own appointment and of 
His promise. He hath bound Himself by His pro- 
mise not to disregard the prayers of His people, 
^* His ear is open unto their cry." And the many 
instances in Scripture, and the experience of the 
Church in all ages, bear witness to the truth of these 
promises. The goodness of God is expressed in His 
promises ; and these promises encourage prayer ; and 
prayer is answered with performance ; and thanks- 
giving returns the performance in praise to God. So 
all ends where it began, in Him who is the Alpha 
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and the Omega, the beginning and the end of all 
things. 

If you would be rich in all grace, be much in 
prayer. Conversing with God assimilates the soul 
to Him, beautifies it with the beams of His holiness, 
as Moses' face shined when he returned from the 
mount. Prayer draws more grace out of God's hand, 
and subdues sin and the powers of darkness ; it en- 
tertains and augments our friendship with God, raises 
the soul from earth, and purifies it wonderfully. 
Their experience, who have any of this kind, teacheth 
them that as they abate in prayer, all their graces 
do sensibly weaken. Therefore, when the Apostle 
hath suited the Christian with his whole armour^ he 
adds this, to all, " Fraying always with all prayer 
and supplication in the Spirit.'' For this arms man 
and his armour, both with the strengdi and protec- 
tion of God. 

e. Always, at the least. Prayer carries the per- 
sonal good of them diat present it ; if it ^' return into 
their bosoms," as David speaks, without effect for 
others, it returns not thither empty, it brings peace 
and safety thither with it ; they save their own souls. 
The mourners (Ezek. ix. 3), if they turn not away 
the destroyer's weapons from the city, yet, they pro- 
cure one sent along with them, with an ^ inkhom," 
for their own ^ marking" and preservation. Prayer 
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hath within itself its own reward. The very dignity 
and delight of so near access to God, to speak with 
Him so freely, this in itself is the most blessed and 
honourable privilege that the creature is capable of; 
it is a pledge of heaven, something of it beforehand. 
/. You who would look 4» it, inquire each of you 
well, what thy heart readiest turns to, and cleaves to, 
to comfort itself in any distress. Yea, in the times 
of the greatest ease, what are thy thoughts most 
biassed and turned to, with oflenest and deepest de- 
light ? Canst thou say. It is to God ? — that thy heart 
hath got that retreat and is inured to that, is fre- 
quently there throughout the day, turns by and passes 
over husband, or wife, or children, or riches, or de- 
Hghts, or anything that would stand in thy way ; and 
stays not till it be at Him, and there rejoices in His 
love, sits down ** under His shadow" content and 
happy, willing that others should share and rule the 
world as they please ? That thou dost not envy them, 
yea, canst even pity them with aU their gay hopes, 
and bright prospects? Yea, though thou do not find 
at all times, yea, possibly, scarcely at any time, that 
sensible presence of God, and shining of His clear- 
discovered love upon thee ; yet, that still He is thy 
hope ; that thou art at a point with all the world ; 
hast given up all to wait on Him, and dost account 
thyself richer in thy simple hope, than the richest 
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man on earth is in his possessions ? Then thou art 
truly so. 

g. The very aim of Prayer ennobles and purifies the 
heart, and makes it ready to receive the divine gifts, 
which are imparted by the Spirit. God, indeed, is 
always ready .to impart His spiritual illumination to 
us ; but we are not always capable of receiving it, 
when we incline to other things, and are darkened 
by the desire of other objects. In prayer, therefore, 
there is a turning of the heart towards Him who is 
always ready to give, if we only receive what He 
gives ; and in this very act of turning, there is a 
clearing of the inward eye, when temporal objects of 
desire are excluded, in order that the vision of a pure 
heart may be able to bear the pure light of the divi- 
nity shining without change ; and not only be able to 
bear it, but also to remain in it ; and not only to re- 
main in it without hurt, but even with unspeakable 
joy. 

A. Prayer is the haven for those who are driven 
hither and thither by the storm, the treasure of the 
poor, the security of the rich, the cure of disease, the 
preserver of health. Prayer retains immoveably the 
good we possess, and quickly changes evil into good. 
The greatest advantage is derived by us from prayer, 
even before we receive what we pray for. For as 
soon as a man has only raised hrs hands to heaven. 
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and called on God, he is at once taken away from the 
crowd of all human things, and is borne into the future 
life ; he lays aside earthly thoughts, and soars above 
human passions. The man that is accustomed to 
converse with God is like an angel ; thus the soul is 
freed from the fetters of the body ; thus the spirit 
soars to heaven, and approaches the throne of God. 

t. In prayer, in real, hearty, earnest prayer, all 
things around us are set in their proper places. The 
earth and its interests shrink into their real insigni- 
ficance. Time, and all its train of pleasures, pains, 
shame, poverty, honour, and riches, — what are these 
to one whose eye is on the great white throne, before 
whom lies the awful book of judgment, who sees 
heaven opened, and Jesus standing at the right hand 
of God? In prayer our minds are armed for the 
coming temptations of the day ; they are cooled, re- 
freshed, and calmed after its vexations, fatigue, and 
anxiety. In it we can, even when encompassed with 
infirmities, bring our own crooked and withered will 
into His presence who is the healer ; and whose word 
of power shall restore the shrunken sinews to their 
vigour, and make him straight whom long infirmity 
had bowed down. 

II. a. This name " The Lord's Prai/er" reminds 
us next, that it is no ordinary prayer, but, the Lord's 
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prayer : the prayer which oar Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ himself composed and gave to His Church. 
There was much need of His giving it with such 
authority and distinctness, — since we well know, that 
prayer is the turning point on which all the Christian 
life is hinged ; and is subject to special attacks from 
our spiritual adversary. 

The malice and craft of Satan in reference to good 
actions, works first in attempting wholly to divert 
us from them : but if that take not, the next is to 
pervert their use, and corrupt them so in the doing, 
that they lose their acceptance with God, and we 
consequently lose the fruit and comfort of them. And 
as there is no religious exercise that he hath more 
quarrel at, and owes greater enmity to, than Prayer, 
it being the constant crosser of his designs, — there is 
none from which he more endeavours to restrain men, 
either wholly to lay it down, or to frequent cessations. 
Or if that cannot be, but the light of conscience still 
calls for somewhat at least that may pass with a man 
for prayer j yet, if Satan can get it turned to hypo- 
crisy and formality, he knows he need not fear it ; 
for so it wants the life of prayer, and remains nothing 
but a dead carcase, and therefore can neither please 
the living God, nor hurt him who is its enemy. 

Therefore, our Saviour warns His disciples to 
avoid, in praying, these two evils, the vain ostentation 
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of hypocrites and the vain repetition of the heathen : 
not to think it prayer to tumble oat a multitude of 
empty words : and upon that, takes occasion to set 
this matchless copy of prayer, the way of example 
being the shortest and liveliest way of teaching. 

** He that follows me," says the Saviour, " shall 
not walk in darkness/' It is safest, in all our ways, 
to be led by Him ; particularly in our access to the 
Father by prayer. He leads us in by His intercession . 
" Through Him we have access," or rather aduction : 
— He takes us by the hand to bring us to the throne 
of grace, gives His Spirit to frame our minds, and 
teach us with what disposition to pray. Here He 
leads us, by putting words in our mouths and famish- 
ing us with what to say. 

b. As this prayer has its origin from Christ, it 
ought undoubtedly to be considered the greatest, most 
excellent, and best of all prayers ; for if that most 
perfect and faithful Master had known any prayer 
that was better he certainly would have taught it us. 

c. This prayer of our Lord's may be called a 
prayer above all prayers, the principal and most per- 
fect prayer, which ought to be regarded above all 
others, considering that our Saviour Himself is the 
author of it : He was the maker of this prayer, being 
very God and very man. It must needs be perfect, 
good, and of great importance, being our Saviour's 
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teaching, who is the wisdom of God itself. There 
are many other psalms and prayers in Scripture very 
good and godly, and it is good to know them. But 
it is with this prayer, the Lord's Prayer, I say, like 
as with the law of love : all the laws of Moses, con- 
cerning what is to be done to please God, how to 
walk before Him uprightly and godly : all such laws 
are contained in the law of love, *' thou shalt love the 
Lord thy God, with all thy heart, with all thy soul, 
and with all thy mind ; and thy neighbour as thy- 
self," (Mat. xxii.) ; even so it is with this prayer. 
For as the law of love is the sum and abridgement 
of all other laws, so this prayer is the sum and 
abridgement of all other prayers : all other prayers 
are contained in this prayer : yea, whatsoever man- 
kind hath need of as to soul and body, that same is 
contained in this prayer. Our Saviour was a perfect 
instructor, put in authority by God the heavenly 
Father himself, who said, " this is my well-beloved 
Son, in whom I have pleasure, hear him." He, as 
a learned and expert orator, teaches us how we should 
begin our prayer that we may speedily be heard ; 
and how to get favour at God's hand. 

d. What prayer can be more spiritual, than that 
which was given us by Christ, by whom the Holy 
Spirit was sent to us ? What form of Prayer can be 
more true in the sight of the Father, than that which 
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was delivered by the lips of His Son, who is Himself 
the Truth ? — Since His promise is our plain warrant, 
that what we ask in His name we shall receive, roust 
we not needs the rather obtain that for which we sue, 
if not only His name do countenance, but also His 
very speech present our request ? It is so copious 
in spiritual virtue, that there is nothing omitted in 
all our prayers and petitions which is not compre- 
hended in this epitome of heavenly doctrine. Our 
advocate in Heaven hath taught us to say this prayer 
on earth; that between His intercession and our 
supplications, the most perfect harmony might exii^t. 
e. All the cries which go from man's breast upon 
earth up to heaven, meet here in their fundamental 
notes ; and are gathered into words which are as 
simple and plain for babes as they are deep and in- 
scrutable for the wise, — as transparent for the weak- 
est understanding of any truly praying spirit, as they 
are full of wondrous meaning for the mightiest and 
last struggles of the spirit into the kingdom and glory 
of God. LeaaTi to make it thy prayer, and it will 
interpret itself to thee with ever-deepening impres- 
siveness, from the Father name which it places upon 
thy lips, down to that Amen of faith ; which, having 
first impressed it upon thy heart, it draws to thy lips, 
that out of thine own mouth thine heart may be 
6jtr^,ngthened : but all through the power of God the 
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Spirit, without whom the most perfect words, to those 
who resist Him, — ^remain but words. 

An unlimited experience attests the gracious and 
condescending will of our Lord to bless these words, 
with which He has connected, and into which He 
has inwrought, a sanctity beyond that of any other 
prayers that we can use. In them the little child 
begins to spell out the rudiments of its prayer : and 
when the church in its loftiest festal assemblies 
unites to pray, these words are still its most perfect 
concerted utterance ; sufficient for the most sublime 
occasions, and beyond which nothing can be expressed. 

/. In this compendium of few words, how many 
declarations of prophets, evangelists, and apostles, are 
contained I How many discourses, parables, ex- 
amples, precepts of our Lord I How many duties 
towards God are briefly expressed I Honour to the 
Father, faith, profession, in His *' name ;" expression 
of hope, in His " Kingdom ;" offering of obedience 
in His " will," petition for the necessaries of life, in 
the " bread ;" confession of " Sins," in the suppli- 
cation ; solicitation against *' temptation," in the 
asking of deliverance. What wonder I God alone 
could teach how he chose to be prayed to. 

g. The comprehensiveness of this prayer is the 
admiration of the wisest ; the plainness suiting still 
the meanest capacity ; for it is so clear, that all may 
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understand it ; so short, that any may learn it ; so 
faU, as to take in all our wants ; and so exacts as to 
shew us what we should be, as well as what we 
should ask ; and is the epitome of the Gospel. The 
ignorant must use it, because he must under- 
stand it; the knowing that he may understand it 
better ; the sinner, that he may be holy ; the holy 
man, lest he become a sinner ; the rich prays thus 
for the sanctification of his gifts ; the poor, for the 
supply of his wants ; in private, it extends to parti- 
cular needs ; in public, it imites us all into one soul, 
and makes us equally desire others good with our 
own, being indited in a public style ; so that, although 
it be useful everywhere, yet it is especially fitted for 
the assemblies of the Church, where all antiquity 
used it as the salt of all other offices, and we in imita- 
tion of them. 

III. This name, " The Lord^s Prayer,'* reminds 
us also, that it is The prayer of our Lord. It is the 
one, the only one prayer, given by Him expressly 
for the use of His Church, until He comes again, to 
answer in person all its deepest petitions. 

It is pretty clear that our Lord gave this form of 
prayer to his disciples twice ; once, as described by 
St. Matthew (vi. 9-13) ; and again, as described by 
St. Luke (xi. 1-5.) 
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a. It is necessary to be understood that the trans- 
actions mentioned by St. Matthew and St. Luke 
were not one and the same, but occurred at different 
times, and on different occasions. Our Lord first in- 
troduced this form of prayer uncalled for, in the Ser- 
mon on the Mount, at the commencement of his com- 
mission; comprehending a doxology, or concluding 
tribute of gloiy and praise. But He gave it for the 
second time, after an interval of about two years and 
a half, as is clear from the various events that occur- 
red, and that are enumerated in the chapters (Luke 
vii.-xi.), which form the greater part of the acts of • 
His ministry. 

It is not impossible that the disciples did, on the 
first occasion, regard it as conveying a general idea 
only, in what terms God should be addressed ; and 
therefore not having used it as a common prayer, the 
circumstance of our Lord " praying in a certain 
place,'' induced one of His disciples, '* when He had 
ceased," to say, " Lord, teach us to pray, as John 
also taught his disciples ;" alluding to a well known 
custom of the Hebrew masters, which it appears John 
had adopted, of teaching their, scholars in their ad- 
dresses to God, a particular form of words, varying, 
no doubt, according to their particular sentiments. 
Our Lord's disciples here, therefore, ask of Him a 
precise form, and that form He gives them in com- 
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plianoe with tbeir wishes ; not only for their use, but 
for the use of all who should embrace the profession 
of Christianity — " When ye pray, say," &c. " The 
prayer of John is lost, while that of our Lord re- 
mains," as Turtullian observes, ** that earthly things 
may give way to heavenly." 

b. Did our Lord by, " after this manner," signify 
these very words, or only their substance and their 
manner ? No rational man can think that it was His 
meaning that we should always use only these words 
and no others. But that it was His design, that they 
should be generally adhered to and used, as His 
Church has understood Him and acted accordingly, 
we have most decisive proof in the repetition of the 
same words upon a subsequent request of His dis- 
ciples for a form of prayer, — Luke xi. 1-4.) For 
there they wished for a directory or form of prayer 
for daily use ; — " as John also taught his disciples." 
The Lord did not refuse it, but most emphatically 
referred them in their need to that which He had 
given a long time before. He knew nothing, and 
had nothing better for them, and now says more dis- 
tinctly than on the former occasion : — " When ye 
pray," and have need of prescribed expressions, then 
" Say" ye— the same words, " Our Father," &c. 

e. Such thoughts as these suggested by the title, 
" The Lord's Prayer," are well fitted to impress us 
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with the feeling of its snrpassing value ; — a feeling 
ever necessary to prepare as for the profitable stndj 
of any part of God's Inspired Word ; but most parti- 
cularly needed to arouse us to pay more than usual 
attention to the well known words we are going to 
consider ; since, just because they are well known, 
they are apt to be repeated superficiidly, without 
estimating their real worth, or examining their deep 
meaning. When, however, we remember the sacred 
character of these words as a prayer ; the divine per- 
fection of their author, our Lord ; and the authority 
He has invested them with, as the one only form 
authorized in every word by Himself, and confirmed 
in that authority by His repeating it so pointedly ; 
we then may feel more rightly prepared to search 
into His holy words, as the most noble and solemniz- 
ing to which our minds can be turned, while yet we 
have power to think and breath to pray. 
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VAIN BEPETITIONS AND FORMS OF PRAYER. 

I. Vain RepeHtions. In Mat. vi. 7, 8, our Lord 
says ; *' When ye pray, use not vain repetitions, as 
the heathen do ; for they think that they shall be 
heard for their mnch speaking. Be ye not therefore 
like unto them, for your Father knoweth what things 
ye have need of^ before ye ask Him.'' 

These verses form part of the introduction to the 
Lord's prayer, and it may be well to notice the mean- 
ing and bearing of the injunctions they contain for 
prayer in general ; before entering upon the Lord's 
prayer itself. 

a. Our Saviour forbids his hearers to use vain 
repetitions in Prayer. Not that all repetitions in 
prayer are vain babblings, in the sight of God; 
for our Lord himself prayed thrice, using the same 
words, for so we read Matt. xxvi. 44. For doubtless 
as copiousness and variety of fluent expressions in 
any, usually flow from raised affections ; so when 
those affections are heightened and raised to an agony 
of soul in our wrestlings with Gh)d in prayer, ingenui- 
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nations are then the most proper and elegant way of 
expressing them, doabling and redoubling tbe same 
petitions again and again ; not allowing God, (if I 
may so speak, with holy reverence,) so much time, nor 
ourselves so much leisure, as to form in our minds, 
much more with our lips to offer up, any new re- 
quests, till, by a holy violence in wrestling with God, 
we have extorted out of his hands those blessings and 
mercies our hearts are set upon the suing to him for. 
Vain repetitions, therefore, are su6h as are made use 
of by any without new and timely stirrings and 
motions of the heart and affections at the same time. 
And that which makes a prayer vain, makes a repe- 
tition in prayer to be vain also. Now that is a vain 
prayer, and we shall certainly find it so, when the 
requests we offer up to God are heartless and lifeless. 
For we must know, God hath commanded us to pray, 
not that He might be excited and moved by hearing 
the voice of our cries in prayer, to give unto us those 
blessings and mercies which He himself was not re- 
solved before hand to bestow upon us ; but that we 
ourselves might be fitted, and prepared to receive 
from Him what He is always ready and willing to 
confer upon us. He requires Prayer from us, not 
that He might be affected therewith, for, as the 
Apostle James tells us, '' with Him is no variable- 
ness nor shadow of turning ;^' but that we ourselves 
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might have our hearts raised and affected therewith. 
And therefore, the chiefest effect of prayer being to 
affect ourselveSy if prayer itself be not vain, neither 
are repetitions in prayer vain; if whilst we are 
spreading the same requests before God, we do it 
with new affections and desires. No prayer there- 
fore ought to be accused of idle babbling and vain 
repetitions ; but those that pray may (I fear) too 
often be charged with it. And here, by the way, I 
desire all those who are offended at, or refuse to join 
with the stated forms of prayer, that the Church hath 
appointed to be made use of either in public or pri- 
vate, because the same requests do many times occur 
therein ; to keep a strict eye upon their hearts and 
affections, and then the scruples and objections that 
they make, will presently be removed ; for it is much 
in their own power to make them to be either vain 
repetitions or the most fervent ingenuinations of their 
most affectionate desires unto God, and the most 
spiritual and forcible part of all the prayers and sup- 
plications they offer up unto Him. 

But then, further, as our Saviour forbids vain re- 
petitions in Prayer, so He likewise forbids much 
speaking ; for they think, says our Saviour, (Matt. 
vi. 7,) " That they shall be heard for their much 
speaking.'' Now, as the former prohibition doth not 
exclude aU repetitions in prayer, so neither doth this 
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latter exclude (as some ignorant persons perhaps, 
who are soon wearied out with the service of God, 
maj be apt to think,) long prayers ; for this would 
be a flat contradiction to His own practice, for it is 
said (Luke, vi. 12,) that "He went out into a 
mountain to praj, and continued all night in prayer 
unto God." 

There is therefore a great deal of difiference be- 
tween " much speaking'' in prayer and speaking 
much in prayer, for certainly a man may speak much 
to God in prayer, when yet he may not be guilty of 
" mudi speaking ;" for there is a compendious way 
of speaking, to speak much in a little ; and there is 
a babbling way of speaking, when, by many tedious 
ambi^es and long impertinences men pour out a sea 
of words and scarce one drop of sense or matter. 

Now, it is this last way of speaking unto God 
which our Saviour here condemns ; and condemns it 
justly, for it shews either folly or irreverence ; folly, in 
that it is a sign we do not sufficiently consider what we 
ask ; irreverence, in that it is a sign we do not con- 
sider of whom we ask ; and such men ara rather to 
be esteemed talkative than devout. 

But when a man's soul is full fraught with matter 
(of which, if he duly weighs either his spiritual 
wants, or his temporal sorrows and afflictions, he can 
never be nnfumished,) to pour out his souli and widi 
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a torrent of holy rhetoric lay open bis case before 
God, begging seasonable supplies in suitable expres- 
sions, certainly be cannot fall under tbe reproof of 
much speaking, although he may speak much and 
long ; for such an one bath much to say, and whilst 
matt^ and affections last, let his prayer be an hour 
^^^St 7^ A ^^7 ^'^^Si 7^ ^^ eternity long, as our 
praises shall be in heaven, he is not to be censured 
for a babbler, but hath spoken much in a little. 

6. Know before whom thou art in prayer, and 
have so much respect unto the majesty of God, as 
not to multiply idle repetitions, such as wise men 
cannot well endure ; how much less the allwise 
God! 

But is, then, all length and continuance in prayer, 
and all redoubling of the same request, reprovable ? 
Surely not. Were there nothing else to persuade 
us of this, our Saviour's own practice were sufficient, 
who prescribed this rule, and yet is found to have 
spent whole nights in prayer, and to have iterated 
the same request ; and doubtless His example is a» 
perfect a rule as his doclarine. 

This, then, is the fault here ; when the long con- 
tinuance and much repetition in prayer, is affected as 
a thing of itself available ; when heaping on words, 
and beating often over the same words, though the 
heart bear them not company, is judged to be prayer.: 
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and generally whensoever the tongue outruns the 
affection, there is prayer turned into babbling. Tea, 
though a man use this very short form here prescribed, 
yet he may commit this very fault against which it 
was provided ; he may '* babble" in saying it : and 
it is to be feared the greatest part do so. Men judge, 
and that rightly, a speech to be long or short, not so 
much by the quantity of words, as by the sense : so 
that a very short speech that is empty of sense may 
be called long, and a long one that is full and hath 
nothing impertinent is truly short. Thus, as men 
judge by the true sense of speech, God judgeth by 
the affection of prayer, which is the true sense of it ; 
so the quality is the rule of the quantity with Him. 
There is no prayer too long for Him, provided it be 
enlivened with affection; no idle repetition, where 
the heart says every word over again as often and 
more often than the tongue. Therefore those repeti- 
tions in the Psalms " Lord, hear ; — ^incline thine ear ; 
—attend," &c. were not idle on this account : God's 
own Spirit did dictate them, there was not one of 
them empty, but came from the heart of the holy 
penmen, full fraught with the vehemency of their 
affections. It is reported of Saint Augustine, that 
he prayed over for a whole night, '' Let me know 
Thee, God, let me know Thee :" — ^because his heart 
still followed the suit, all of it was prayer. So that 
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in trath where the matter is new, and the words still 
diverse and very rich in sense, yet with God, it may 
he idle multiplying of words, hecanse the heart stays 
behind : and where the same words are repeated, so 
that a man seems poor and mean in the gift of prayer 
to others, yet, if it be not defect of affection, but the 
abundance of it, that moves often the same request, 
it is not empty, but full of that sense which the 
Searcher of hearts alone can read. I had rather share 
with that " publican^' in his own words, and say it 
often over as if I had nothing else to say, ** God be 
merciful to me a sinner,^' — saying it with such a 
heart, — than the most excellent prayer where the 
outside is the better half. 

c. The heaping up many words is essentially the 
manner of all heathenish prayer, which supposes that 
God must be awakened by human cries. — (1 Kings 
xviii. 27 ). This however lies so deeply in the heathen 
mind of the natural man, that it may perhaps accom- 
pany the disciples of Jesus even into their closets. 
Therefore, when ye yourselves pray in the closet, 
before God, and not before men, beware of this same 
folly, which would convict you either of hypocrisy in 
your own hearts or at least of unbelief in a present 
and living God. 

Nothing indeed is further from our Lord's meaning 
than to repress the prayer which is ever welling from 
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tbe fall heart, the spirit of persistent wrestling with 
God ; But the words which are not nrged from a 
vehement and overflowing heart, He esteems a vain 
heathenish work : and condemns as a vain delusion 
the imagination that any words, as such, might con- 
tribute to the acceptance of prayer. — (Is. i. 15.) 
For our object in prayer is not to inform the Omni- 
scient of what He knows not before. The universal 
subject and matter of our prayer is, — that which we 
have need of for body and soul, in general and in 
specific things. This knoweth the Father before we 
ask Him, yea, better than we can ever ask or conceive ; 
for poor fallen man knows no longer what he is in 
need of. While before God we are thinking what 
He may know to be our real need, we shall also re- 
member to trust it entirely to His hands. 

II. Forms of Prayer. In verse 9, our Lord con- 
tinues the introduction to His prayer in these words, 
" after this manner, therefore, pray ye," &c. — We 
have seen how on the subsequent occasion of His re- 
peating to the disciples the same prayer as the one 
He specially intended for them. He enforces the use 
of it as was composed by Himself, by the pointed in- 
junction, " when ye pray, say, — Our Father," &c. — 

They were therefore to use these very words. Since 
the use of a precomposed and stated prayer is thus 
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directly enjoined upon his disciples, tnd sanctioned 
by our Lord's own act, — ^a few thoughts on the right 
use of forms of prayer seem here desirable. 

a. In forms of prayer, there is indeed this incon- 
Tenience obserTable in their much use and leaning 
on them, that [they easily turn to coldness and for- 
mality, and yet, to speak the truth of this, it b rather 
imputable to our dulness and want of affection in 
spiritual things, than to the forms of prayer that are 
used. For whereas some may account it much spiri- 
tualness to despise what they have heard before, and 
to desire continual variety in prayer, it seems rather 
to be want of spiritualness which makes that needful, 
because we find not our affections lively in that holy 
exercise, unless they be awakened and stirred by new 
expressions : whereas, the soid that b earnest on the 
thing itself, for itself panting after the grace of God 
and the pardon of sin, regards not in what terms it 
be uttered, whether new or old : yea, though it be in 
those words it hath heard and uttered a hundred times, 
yet still it is new to a spiritual mind. And surely 
the desires that do more in that constant way, have 
more evidence of sincerity and true vigour in them, 
than those that depend upon new notions and words 
to move them, and cannot stir without them. It may 
be, it is no other than a false flash of temporary de- 
votion that arises in a man's heart, which comes by 
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the power of some moving strain of prayer thai is 
new. But when confessions of sin, and requests for 
' pardon, though in never so low and accustomed 
terms, carry his heart along with them heavenwards, 
it is then more sure that the spirit of God dwelling 
in him, and the sense of the things themselves, the 
esteem of the blood of Christ and the favour of God, 
do move the heart ; there being no novelty of words 
to help it. So then, though the Lord bestows rich 
gifts upon some of His servants : for His own glory 
and the good of His church ; yet we should beware, 
that in fancying continual variety in prayer, there 
be not more of the flesh than of the spirit, and the 
head working more than the heart. It is remarkable 
that, as they who search those things observe, the 
words of this prayer are (divers of them) such as 
come near the words of petitions usual among the 
Jews; though He, in whom was all fulness and 
wisdom, was not scarce of matter and words. So 
little was novelty and variety in prayer, considerable 
in prayer, in His esteem. Mistake it not; the spirit 
of prayer hath not His seat in the invention, but in 
the affection. In this many deceive themselves, in 
that they think the work of this spirit of prayer to 
be mainly in furnishing new supplies of thoughts and 
words : no, it is mainly in exciting the heart anew 
at times of prayer, to break forth itself in ardent de*- 
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sires to GU>d, whatsoever the words be, whether new 
or old. 

b. The Spirit of devotion reconciles us to repetitions. " 
In other subjects repetition soon becomes tiresome 
and tedions. In devotion it is different. Deep, ear- 
nest, heartfelt devotion, naturally vents itself in re- 
petitions. Observe a person racked by excruciating 
pain ; or a person suddenly struck with the news of 
some dreadful calamity ; or a person labouring under 
some cutting anguish of soul ; and you will always 
find him breaking out into ejaculations, imploring 
from God support, mercy, and relief, over and over 
again uttering the same prayer, in the same words. 
Nothing, he finds, suits so well the extremity of his 
sufferings, the urgency of his wants, as a continual 
recurrence to the same cries, and the same call for 
divine aid. Our Lord himself, in His last agony, 
affords a high example of what we are saying : thrice 
He besought His heavenly Father, and thrice He used 
the same words. Repetition, therefore, is not only 
tolerable in devotion, but it is natural : it is even 
dictated by a sense of suffering, and an acuteness of 
feeling. It is coldness of affection, which requires 
to be enticed and gratified by contibual novelty of 
ideas, or expressions, or actions. The repetitions or 
prolixity of pharisaical prayers, which our Lord cen- 
sures, are to be understood of those prayers whiph 

D 
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run out into mere formality, and into great leagtb, 
no sentiment or affection of the heart accompanying 
them: but uttered as a task, from an opinion (of 
which our Lord justly notices the absurdity) that 
they should really be heard for their much speaking. 
Actuated by the spirit of devotion we can never offend 
in this way, we can never be the object of this cen- 
sure. 

c. The Spirit of prayer does give the special, and 
ever new and appropriate words of prayer ; but this 
does not remove the necessity of the weak to fall 
back upon a given form of words, yea, even of the 
strongest, who are sometimes at least, equally weak, 
and know not either what they ought to ask, or how 
to ask it. In any case there remains the great neces- 
sity of a common prayer of general consecration and 
promise. 

d. Besides being useful as a whole, our Lord's form 
also supplies, in its various petitions, most admirable 
expressions for quick risings of the soul to God, in 
ejaculatory requests, when more continued devotion 
is impossible. Our reformers were fond of making 
this use of it. One of them in explaining it, observes ; 
that we may say this prayer whole or by parts, ac- 
cording as we shall see occasion. For when we see 
God's name blasphemed, we may say, " Our Father, 
hallowed be Thy name :'' when we see the devil rule. 



Digitized by 



Google 



VAIN REPETITIONS AND FORMS OF PRATER. 55 

Tre may say " Our Father, Thy Kingdom come :" 
when we see the world inclined to wickedness, we 
may say, " Our Father, Thy will be done." And 
when we lack necessary things, either for our bodies 
or our souls, we may say, " Our Father, give us this 
day our daily bread ;" also when I feel my sins and 
they trouble and grieve me, then I may say, " Our 
Father, forgive us our trespasses ;" finally, when we 
desire to be preserved from all temptations, that they 
shall not have the victory over us, and that the devil 
shall not " devour" us, we may say, " Our Father 
which art in heaven, lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil." 

e. The value of the several petitions of the Lord's 
Prayer for such short momentary uplifting of the 
mind to God, will be easily seen. Such a use of 
them must be most beneficial and conducive to piety. 
When we cannot be at liberty to sequester ourselves 
from our worldy affairs, we may nevertheless intermix 
such holy petitions to heaven with them, as the cir- 
cumstances of the time and place and business will 
admit of. A very little recollection will enable the 
devout petitioner to send up his soul in pious thoughts 
and supplications, when possibly he has not a minute 
wholly at his command from such avocations as are 
not to be avoided : and a right temper of mind for 
prayer will make him very eareful not to let slip any 
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such little occasion for it. Though he cannot always 
allow himself to set apart a space for longer and more 
deliberate prayers, he cannot fail of such intermissions 
in his usual employment, whatever it may be, as may 
suffice for the darting up some good wishes, and some 
very fervent, though briefi requests to the throne of 
grace ; and may so sanctify his worldly business, by 
the intermixture of ejaculatory supplications, as may 
testify his continual sense of God's sovereignty over 
him. His goodness to him, and the great need he 
stands in of His mercy. Be his occasions ever so 
urgent, they cannot prevent his finding out some 
moments, wherein to utter now-and-anon a pious re- 
quest for a blessing upon what he is about, for pardon 
of his sins, the assistance of the Holy Spirit, or other 
good things, either for himself or others. Besides, 
that this would be a very proper method for obtaining 
God's blessing upon ourselves, and whatsoever be- 
longs to us, I can moreover assure any one, it would 
be found extremely advantageous, both for encourag- 
ing us, in a continual dependence upon God, and so 
far easing us, in a great measure, of the cares and 
troubles, crosses and vexations of this life; and further, 
for reminding us of God's omnipresence, to whom we 
thus address ourselves ; and hence for spurring us on 
to the performance of our duty, by engaging us to 
behave ourselves continually as in His sight. 
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CHAPTER III. 

GENERAL YIEW OF THE LORD's PRAYER. 

a. The Lord's Prayer contains, first, what we 
must desire as our end; and, secondly, what we must 
desire as the means ; premising the necessary preface, 
and concluding with a suitable* conclusion. 

The petitions are of two sorts (as the Command* 
ments have two tables) ; the first proceed according 
to the order of intention, beginning at the highest 
notion of the ultimate end, and descending to the 
lowest ; the second part is according to the order of 
execution and assecution, beginning at the lowest 
means and ascending to the highest. 

h. In those prayers which we ourselves form, there 
is commonly a most obrious indication both of human 
passions and of human weakness; for our prayers 
are almost always dictated by the pressure of some 
present anxiety, or by our wish to be relieved from 
some difficulty, in which we feel ourselves to stand 
at the moment of supplication. 

Our first request, therefore, when we address our^ 
selves to God, b not so much that His will may b® 
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done, or that the purposes of His government may 
be promoted, nor even that the events which befall 
us may be overruled for our good, as that we may 
be delivered from the distress that preys upon our 
spirits, and may regain the peace and security we 
have lost. This however is obviously a tone of sup- 
plication which proceeds only from our shortsighted- 
ness and impatience ; for the principal desire of every 
heart in appearing before God, ought undoubtedly 
to be, that His will, which cannot be otherwise than 
good and perfect, may in all things be accomplished ; 
that we may therefore be enabled, in every situation, 
to consider ourselves as suffering and enjoying, in 
consequence of that wise discipline to which He has 
subjected our nature ; and that instead of presuming 
to dictate to the Almighty what He should give, or 
what He should withhold from us, our chief anxiety 
should be that our hearts, in all things, may be so 
ordered, that, whatever may be the events which be- 
fall us in time, they may promote our obedience to 
His will. 

This is evidently the proper tone with which an 
intelligent being ought to approach the source of all 
goodness. Accordingly, it is not until we have thus 
bowed down our hearts in perfect submission to the 
Divine will, and to all the appointments which He 
may see fit for us in time, that we are authorized to 
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ask any good for ourselves, — to beg even the con- 
tinoance of our daily food, — to ask the forgiveness of 
our manifold transgressions, — or to entreat the aid 
of the Divine strength in all our seasons of future 
trial. 

c. Observe that the glory of God is wholly pre- 
ferred to our own contentment, of what kind soever ; 
that it is to be the firstborn and strength of all our 
desires ; all we seek for ourselves must be in rela- 
tion to His glory, directed to it as our highest hope. 
And because we are naturally full of self-love, and 
our hearts are carried by it towards our own interest, 
and will be ready to start aside like deceitful bows, 
and slip us in our aiming at the mark ; therefore, 
there be three several petitions, all of that strain, to 
make them steady and fixed towards it, to desire in 
all things, and above all things, that our God may be 
glorified. And not only doth the dignity of the thing 
itself, and our indisposedness, require this adding of 
one request to another concerning it, but there is in 
the petitions themselves a very profitable difference, • 
though their scope is one. 

d. Dean Comber has given the following useful 
view of the Lord's Prayer, as it is generally used, 
and as it occurs in the English Prayer Book, where 
the words '^ trespasses,'' and '' them that trespass 
against us," are found instead of the '' debts," and 
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" our debtors," of the present English Bible (Mat vi) 
This is probably a remains of Tyndale's previous ver- 
sion (a. d. 1534) ; and was most Ukely suggested by 
an anticipation of the verses immediately following 
the Lord's Prayer (Mat. vi. 14, 15), where the 
" debts" are explained to be " trespasses." 

Tabular View of the hordes Frayer. 
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Further examinations of the structure of the Lord's 
Prayer will be found in chapters yiii., xvi., and 
xviL 
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CHAPTER IV. 

" OUR FATHER WHICH ART IN HEAVEN," 

Tms opening invocation may be divided into three 
several subjects for thought ; first, the name, Father ; 
next, the title. Which art in heaven; then, the appro- 
priation of that title to ourselves in the word. Our, 

FATHER. 

I. a. Among the anciei^t customs reported to us 
by the Hebrew instructors, we are informed that 
bondmen and bondwomen were not permitted to use 
the word Father, when addressing their masters. 
But a freeman, either on addressing his master on 
ordinary occasions, or in speaking of him to others, 
was at full liberty to call him Father, as expressive 
of his desire to obtain adoption into the family. By 
accepting of this title of Father, and acknowledging 
his servant as his Son, the master was understood 
ultimately to recognize the full claims of adoption. 
But male or female slaves were not permitted to do 
so, lest the family, whose father was thus claimed, 
should be supposed to have contracted the degrading 
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blemisli of servitude. These observations may be 
very easily applied to our present purpose, fiy na- 
ture we are all the slaves of sin and of Satan. Be- 
lievers, in ancient times, though delivered from that 
bondage, were yet slaves under the law. Now that 
the Divine Redeemer has actually come, we, who 
receive him by a true faith, are instantly emancipated 
from all kinds of bondage, and authorized to call God 
our " Father." This claim He is not unwilling to 
hear, for it is dictated to us by His Spirit. And thus 
the address, made by us through the Spirit, and ad- 
mitted on the part of God, goes to confirm our right 
to the inheritance of His true children. 

b. Of all the names of God there is no one, the 
using of which renders us more acceptable unto Him 
than that of Father : and it is a most lovely, sweet, 
and deeply comprehensive name ; and full of mental 
affection. It would not be so sweet and consoling to 
say "Lord," or "God," or "Judge": because the 
name of Father (in natural things) is ingrafted in us, 
and is naturally sweet. And for this reason the same 
name is pleasing unto God, and greatly moves Him 
to hear us. And also, it brings us into a knowledge 
of ourselves as the sons of God ; by which also we 
greatly move the heart of God, for no voice is sweeter 
unto a Father than that of a child. 

e. God is indeed our Father as the author of our 
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being. He breathed upon man '< the breath of life.'' 
But the privilege of this natural relation, hath, by the 
Bin of our nature been made fruitless and comfortless 
to us, till we be restored by grace and made partakers 
of a new sonship. We are indeed the workmanship 
of God, but being defaced by sin, and considered in 
that estate, our true name is '^ children of wrath." 
But the sonship that emboldens us to draw near imto 
God as our Father, is derived from His only begotten 
Son. He became the Son of Man, to make us anew 
sons of God. Being thus restored, we may indeed 
look back upon our creation, and draw out of it, to 
use in prayer with God, — that we are His creatures, 
the workmanship of His hands, and He in that sense 
our Father. But by reason of our rebellion that ar- 
gument is not strong enough, but must be supported 
with this other, as the main ground of our comfort, 
that He is our Father in His Son Christ: — ^that by 
faith we are invested into a new sonship, and by virtue 
of that may call Him Father, and move Him by that 
name to help and succour us. '^ To as many as re- 
ceived Him, He gave power to become the sons of 
God." Our adoption holds in Christ Jesus as the 
head of this fraternity ; therefore He said " I go to 
my Father and your Father, and to my God and 
your God." He says not to our Father and our God, 
but severally "mtW and "y<mr«/" teaching us the 
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order of the new^ covenant, that the sonship of Jesus 
Christ is not only more eminent in nature^ but in 
order is the spring and cause of ours. So then He 
that here puts this word in our mouths to call God 
FcUher, He it is by whom we have this dignity and 
comfort that we call Him so. 

d. There is a very deep and very wonderful con- 
nexion between the relations of our Lord Christ to 
His Father and to us. 

(1.) In heaven, and from all eternity, He has been 
a Son, " the only begotten of the Father.'' (2.) On 
earth He became the Son of the Father again, and 
by a new title, — " therefore^ that Holy Thing which 
shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of God," 
— He being by the same wondrous act the Son also 
of an earthly parent. (3.) By His resurrection from 
the dead He acquired another, a third title to divine 
Sonship ; as St. Paul seems to explain the matter in 
the 13th chapter of Acts, applying to the resurrec- 
tion of Christ the declaration of the 2d Psalm, — 
" Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten Thee ;" 
confirmed by a similar application in Heb. v. 5. 

Now, in all these three forms and grounds of divine 
Sonship we are interested. In the Jirstf because, 
doubtless, it is the eternal model and type upon which 
all other spiritual filiations were primarily formed 
and designed. It is one of the ways in which we are 
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made like to God, imitators of Deity, " partaken of 
a divine nature,'' that we should be thus bound to 
God even as the Second Person of the Trinity to the 
First. Nay, probably, since the family relationship 
itself is unquestionably a pure and holy thing, it was 
originally created as a sensible image of that ineffable 
relationship of the everlasting Father and Son ; a per- 
petual picture in time of that great fact in eternity. 
Instead of supposing, as speculators often do, that the 
words, as applied to the divine Persons, are a mere 
metaphor derived from the earthly relation, why not 
rather conceive that the earthly relation was itself 
created to be the counterpart, and symbol and memo- 
rial of the heavenly ? 

With the second, — the Sonship by Incarnation, — 
we are yet more deeply concerned ; because it laid 
the foundation (whether as designed from everlasting 
or at length realized in the fulness of time), of all 
filial relation between God and man, being itself the 
conduit that connects Deity and its graces with hu- 
manity and its weaknesses ; the source, cause, and 
principle of every divine blessing whatsoever. 

And with the thirds — the Sonship of Christ by 
Resurrection, — we are again more intimately con- 
nected than even with the last ; for with this we have 
a real and direct, though most mysterious communion, 
in that twofold regeneration (for to both the name is 
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instructively given) of which we are made the posses- 
sors and heirs ; the regeneration of the soul in this 
life, and that of the body in the life to come ; both of 
which are expressly said to make us " the sons of 
God," because the one only completes and consum- 
mates the other ; and in both of which we are " the 
children of God, being the children of the resurrec- 
tion ;"—^{ a resurrection which is now spiritual 
("risen with Christ"), and which shall hereafter 
combine spirit and body together. And hence it is 
that St. Paul (Rom. viii.) makes that future resur- 
rection a " manifestation of the sons of God," an un- 
veiling and public recognition of their Sonship ; and 
hence, too, it is that in one supernatural gift He finds 
the source of both the blessings. " If the Spirit of 
Him that raised up Jesus frQm the dead dwell in you. 
He that raised up Christ from the dead shall also 
quicken your mortal bodies by His Spirit that dwell - 
eth in you." The Spirit which gives the adoption 
here is the germ of the Spirit which gives the resur- 
rection hereafter : and the resurrection itself is but 
the adoption made visible in glory. 

You see, then, how deeply in every form of His 
divine relationship, we are interested in the " Son of 
God;" how in His generation we see our regenera- 
tion; and how, in this sense, no "jealous God," He 
would make us sharers of His own unspeakable privi- 
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leges, and teach us not even to dread the awful glory 
of reposing in that " bosom of the Father," where 
He himself from all eternity has dwelt. 

e. How exceeding is the love of God to man I How 
vast the honour conferred I What prayer can suffi- 
ciently express the gratitude we owe to Him who has 
crowned us with such mercies? Consider my be- 
loved the worthlessness of your and my nature. Trace 
our origin — earth, dust. Dust we are and unto dust 
we shall return. Next contemplate the inestimable 
richness of the divine Goodness towards us, that you 
are commanded to call God "Father,'^ — ^that one 
who is earthly is commanded to claim a Heavenly, — 
a mortal to claim an Immortal, — a corruptible to 
claim an Incorruptible, — a child of time to claim an 
Eternal Father. 

/. When the Lord instructs us to call God our 
Father in prayer. He intends to inculcate on us a 
high and exalted course of life. The Truth does not 
enjoin us to utter falsehood, — to call ourselves what 
we are not, or to assume a name which does not be- 
long to us. But when we call the incorruptible and 
just and good Being our Father, He bids us prove 
the relationship by our manner of life. You see, 
then, what preparation, what sort of life, what kind 
and degree of earnestness are required that, raising 
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our consciences to the standard of this boldness, we 
may venture to call God our Father. 

g. This expression has elevated you, given wings 
to your thought, showed you that you have a Father 
in heaven. Do nothing, say nothing, that belongs 
to the earth. Has He raised you to that exalted 
rank ? Has He admitted you to that society ? Why 
do you degrade yourself? 

h. So then you who would have this confidence in 
approaching to God to call Him Father, lay hold on 
Jesus Christ as the fountain of Sonship. Offer not 
to come unto God but through Him ; and rest not 
satisfied with yourselves nor your prayers, till you 
find some evidence that you are in Him. 

And know that there is no evidence of your por- 
tion in the Son but by the Spirit ; who is therefore 
called the " Spirit of the Son, by which we call God 
Father." See whether the Spirit of God dwells and 
rules in your hearts. For " they that have not the 
Spirit of God are none of His," says the Apostle ; 
but in the same chapter he assures you, that *' as 
many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the 
Sons of God." If you then call on the name of God, 
and particularly by this name Father, depart from 
iniquity ; be ashamed to pretend to be His sons and 
yet be unlike Him, wallowing in sin ; it cannot be 
that the sons of so holy a God can be altogether un- 
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holy, and delight to be so ; no, though they cannot 
be perfectly free from impurity, yet they who are 
indeed His children, do certainly hate impurity, be-* 
cause He hates it. 

Do you draw near unto God in His Son Jesus 
Christ? Do you give yourselves up to be led by His 
Spirit? Then you may account and call Him your 
Father, And if you may use this word there is 
abundance of sweetness in it ; it is a spring of com- 
fort that cannot run dry. And it hath influence into 
all the petitions. Whose name and kingdom should 
we desire to be advanced so much as our own Father's, 
our heavenly Father's ? And whose will to be obeyed 
on earth as it is in heaven ? Of whom should we seek 
our daily bread but of our Father ; and especially so 
rich a Father, possessor of heaven and earth I And 
forgiveness we may ask of our gracious Father, and 
conduct, and protection. In the hardest condition 
that can befall you, you may come to your Father ; 
all the world cannot bar you access. And there is 
no child may go to his Father with any suit, with 
more confidence than you may to your Father ; and 
if there be mercy and power enough in God, thou 
canst not miss of help. " Yea," says our Saviour, 
" can you that are evil give your children good 
things ? How much more will your heavenly Father 
give good things to them who ask Him ?" The love 
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of parents to their children, they have fSrom Him ; so 
it is but a drop, in the ocean of Fatherly love that is 
in Himself. 

f. " We know/' says the Apostle, *' that all things 
work together for good to them that love God, to 
them who are the called according to His purpose ; " 
as be sure all His children are. And they surely 
must be happy, whom all things conspire to make 
so, as they do for those who have the Maker and 
Governor of all things for their Father : Who so or- 
ders and disposeth of all things for the benefit of His 
children, that whatsoever happens they are certain 
one time or another to be gainers by it. There is 
never a shower but what produceth them some fruits ; 
never a wind, but blows them some good or another ; 
nor the most accidental thing that is, but what falls 
out well for them : ^' The stars in their courses, fight 
against'' their enemies. The malice of. their enemies 
is really a kindness to them. The Holy Angels of 
Heaven minister unto them ; and bo do the fiends of 
Hell, though sore against their will ; all temptations 
tending to their increase in virtue and faith ; if they 
are becalmed, it is to prevent their falling upon rocks 
or quicksands ; all the storms they meet with carry 
them directly to their harbour ; and so every circum- 
stance of their life helps to do or make them good. 
Riches enable them to be charitable to the poor; 
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poverty makes tbem rich in faith; honour makes 
them cautious ; disgrace, patient ; cheerfulness makes 
them active ; melancholy, humble ; health makes 
them useful and serviceable in their generation; 
sickness brings them nearer God ; life prepares them 
for death ; and death carries them home to their 
Father's house, to live with Him forever. So that 
whatsoever happens to them, they are always sure to 
be someway or other the better for it, although they 
themselves may not i^ee it at present, at least not so 
surely as they will when they come to Heiaven; 
where, by the light of their Father's countenance 
shining upon them, they will be able to look back 
and behold His infinite goodness and mercy in all 
and every one of His dealings with them through 
the whole course of their lives ; how well it was for 
them that they lived in such a place, were of such a 
calling, had such relations or acquaintances, such an 
estate, such losses or troubles, as they had ; and that 
if anything had fallen out otherwise than it did, it 
would have been much worse for them. 

And if so, who would not be a son of God ? And 
who may not, if he will ? If the sons of God be all 
so truly and substantially happy, as I have shewn, 
and be sure they are both in this world and the next, 
what mean we to desire or seek anything else but to 
get into the number of them ? And blessed be God 
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for it, we are all as yet capable of being made His 
sons by Christ, who gives this power to as many as 
receive and believe in Him. We see there is no ex- 
ception made against any person whatsoever, nor by 
consequence against any of us ; but as many of us as 
shall so receive Him, as by a quick and lively i&iih 
to receive grace and virtue from Him to repent and 
turn to God, — to all such amongst us the eternal Son 
of God Himself will give power to become, according 
to our capacity, like Himself, the Sons of God too. 
For which purpose it will be necessary to be constant 
and sincere in the use of all such means as He hath 
appointed, whereby to beget faith and all other graces 
within us; that so we may be admitted into this 
glorious fraternity, the Household of God, the Com- 
munion of Saints. 

Which art in heaven. 
II. a. 1. A chief point in prayer is the presenting 
of the soul before God, remembering to whom we 
speak, that it is to the Great King, the Holy God. 
Consider if we have our hearts filled with Him when 
#e are before Him. Oh I how seldom think we that 
He is God, even while we speak to Him, and how 
quickly do we forget it, and let slip that thought. 
When we have anything of it, how soon are we out 
of it, and multiplying vain words I For such are all 
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those we utter to Him without this thought. Praj 
to be taught this point of jKrayer, and watch over 
your hearts in prayer, to set them thus when you 
enter to Him, and to call them in when they wander, 
and pluck them up when they slumber, to think 
where they are, and what they are doing. 

It was to inspire this becoming reverence and 
godly fear of Him to whom we pray, that we are 
reminded He is " in Heaven" Then, " Be not rash 
with thy mouth, and let not thine heart be hasty to 
utter anything before God; for God is in heaven, 
and thou upon earth ; therefore let thy words be few." 
'' Let us lift up our heart with our hands unto God 
in the heavens." "Look down from heaven, and 
behold from the habitation of Thy holiness and of 
Thy glory." How highly suitable must such thoughts 
be for one who is about to call upon that Father, 
Eternal, Immortal, and Invisible ? Nothing which is 
not elevated, spiritual, heavenly, and worthy of His 
inconceivable Majesty, should be permitted to enter 
into our thoughts at prayer. 

a. 2. The words " which art," have a meaning be- 
yond the mere pointing out that in heaven there is a 
God. They embody the great ideas contained in the 
Hebrew word " Jehovah," — which means, " He who 
is," — the " I am," or "the self-existing, ever living 
God." They teach, that in Him are summed up the 
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Past^ the Present^ and the Future ; they point Him 
out as '* He that t«, that wasy and that ia to come J* 
They reveal t9 ub God's inherent nature ; they im- 
port EUs necessary, independent, and eternal exist- 
eaee as the Most High. So that in these words we 
are reminded that the reverenee produced by the 
grand, peculiar, and incommunicable name of God, 
Jehovah^ is to be impressed on our hearts equally 
with the confidence which is inspired by the name 
Father. It is still the Jehovah of the Old Testa- 
ment, who becomes our Father in the New. 

h. By these words, " which art in heaven,'^ we 
plainly show our miserable straits of mind, and our 
exiled state, and are powerfully moved to pray, 
as well as God to hear. For he who begins to pray, 
« Our Father which art in heaven,'' and does it from 
the inmost recesses of his heart, therein confesses, 
that he has a Father, and that it is He who is in 
heaven ; and he confesses also that he himself is an 
exile, and left to travel here upon earth. Hereupon 
must follow of necessity an inward affection of heart, 
such as that son has who is living far from his own 
country among strangers, and in exile and calamity. 
For it is as if he should say, '^ Father, Thou in- 
deed art in heaven, but I thy miserable son am far 
away from Thee upon earth; that is, in exile, perils, 
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calamities, and straits, amid devils, enemies, and 
various difficulties." 

c. This word, " in heaven" is a confirmation of 
our portion in heaven. If He who is in heaven he 
our Father, then our inheritance lies there, in that 
land of peace where it cannot he lost or impaired, 
and He will hring His children to the possession of 
it. To he sons of God, is not a title without an 
estate, an empty title. No, He who makes us sons, 
makes us heirs likewise ; sons we are in Christ, and 
co-heirs with Christ. He came down to earth for 
this purpose, — to make a new purchase of heaven for 
us ; and He is returned thither to prepare it for us, 
" I go to prepare a place for you, that where I am, 
ye may be also." 

d. But besides referring to the one place of God's 
peculiar presence and glory, there is in this invoca- 
tion a still wider and more impressive meaning. For 
in the Greek original, the word for heaven is here in 
the plural number ; so that its full meaning is best 
brought out by taking the clause thus, *' Our Father, 
which art in the Heavens." Wicliff, in his early 
English version, did so translate it. 

The Lord at the outset does not teach us at once 
merely to say, — " in heaven," as afterwards in the 
third petition it is used in contradistinction to earth ; 
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this would have been ill adapted to inspire the con- 
fidence of prayer, and would have removed him who 
is nigh at hand to far distance again. But he teaches 
us to speak according to the language which described 
the creation : ^' in the heavensJ* He whose are the 
heavens is the Almighty Father : as He can help as 
God, so He vnU help as Father. He is a true 
Father, in a sense beyond that of His faint images,— 
the fathers upon earth. He is the universal Father ; 
high and extended as the heavens above the earth, 
80 universal is His presence to praying^hearts, open- 
ing up in them everywhere the countless heavens of 
His manifestation, like the suns in the drops of dew. 
Where God is, there is heaven ; and where is God 
not? 

What an inexhaustible meaning is there in the 
conjunction, in this first glance towards heaven, of 
the Father-name, which is unborn and sweet to every 
child of man, with the universal compass of all things 
and the hosts of the universe. He whose are all ^' the 
heavens,'' and not thy own earth merely, is the 
Father^ is thy Father, 

e. In this part of the adoration there is a great and 
most pleasing idea intended to be conveyed. For we 
are thus reminded that the glories of this earth are 
but a specimen of far greater things which exist 
throughout the universe ; that we, therefore, though 
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called to approach the Almighty as a Fath^, are bat 
parts of a still greater £Eunily on which He has be- 
stowed His love ; or ihat as He is our Father, He is 
ako the Father of all those Heavenly hosts, who 
^' excel in strength," who '' do His commandments, 
and who see amidst the glories of His heavenly king- 
dom, more perfect manifestations of His goodaefls. 
And sorely no ideas could be better adapted for pie- 
paring us for coming into the presence of God ; for 
how is it possible for us, with this idea in our minds, 
to doubt of our acceptance with a Being, who thia 
looks with boundless compassion on all His creatures, 
— who has given us our being, as but parts of a 
£unily to which His perfect goodness is more fully 
displayed, — and who is conducting everything that 
happens to us in time, for our final admission into 
His Heavenly Kingdom ?" 

" OurJ' 

III. a. Here every one is admonished that he 
should most widely open his heart to all Christians. 
According to the right rule of charity, we ought above 
all things to pray for all Christians, in which we do 
A something greater than in praying for ourselves 
«nly. For, as Chrysostom says, '' He that prays for 
all Christians has his prayers repajd by the prayers 
of all Christians ; and, therefore, in this same prayer 
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in which be prays for all Chriatians he prays for him- 
se]£" And, indeed, it is not a truly good prayer in 
which any person prays for himself only. I would 
have thee therefore think and consider, that it waa 
not in vain that Christ taught us to pray for all mea 
thus, ^* Our Father," not mif Father. And again, 
" <mr daily bread," not " my daily bread," He puts 
also in the plural number ^^our debts," ^^ our 
debtors," " lead U8 not," " deliver as." 

b. Let the place and performance of secret prayer 
be as private ito it may be, but the strain and suppli- 
cations public, as well as personal. The most pri- 
vate prayer of the godly is a public good, and loses 
nothing by that ; for besides that his particular in- 
terest is not hindered by taking in others, he hath 
this gain, that by the same reason he likewise hath 
a share in all the prayers of others. And this 
(though little considered by the most) is one point, 
and not a small one, but a very profitable and com- 
fortable point of that article of our faith, the eommu- 
man of saints. Every believer hath a share in all 
the prayers of all the rest ; he is partner in every 
ship of that kind that sets to sea, and hath a portion 
of all their gainful voyages. 

But he that in prayer minds none but himself, 
doubtless he is not right in minding himself. How- 
soever, thb he may be sure of^ that in keeping out 
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Others from his prayers, he bars himself from the 
benefit of all others prayers likewise. ^' If thou 
prayest for thyself alone, thou alone prayest for thy- 
self/' says St. Ambrose. So that self-love itself may 
here plead for love to our brethren. Forget not the 
Church of God, and to " seek the good of Zion ;" it 
is not only your duty, but your benefit. Are you 
not all concerned in it, if indeed you be parts of 
that mystical body ? And it hinders not at all, but 
rather advances your personal suits at God's hands, 
when He sees your love to your brethren, and desires 
for the Church's good. Let not then any estate, no 
private perplexity or distress, nor very sorrow for 
sin, take you up so, as to be all for yourselves ; let 
others, but especially the public condition of the 
Church of God, find room with you. 

c. If faith utters the word " Father," love, with- 
out which faith cannot be, immediately associates 
with it " Our," that all its prayer may go into the 
great fellowship of supplication, and all its petition- 
ing be intercession also. In social prayer^ the word 
*' Our" at once commends itself, as most natural, and 
most beneficial. 

d. Joining in prayer and praises to their common 
Creator and Governor, has a sensible tendency to 
unite mankind together, and to cherish and enlarge 
the generous affections. Sprung from the same ex- 
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traction, preparing together for tlie period of all 
worldly distinctions, reminded of their mutual infir- 
mities and common dependency, imploring and re- 
ceiving support and supplies from the same great 
source of power and heauty, having all one interest 
to secure, one Lord to serve, one judgment, the 
supreme object to all, of their hopes and fears ; it is 
hardly possible in this position to behold mankind aa 
strangers, competitors or enemies ; or not to regard 
them as children of the same family, assembled be- 
fore their common parent, and with some portion of 
the tenderness which belongs to the most endearing 
of our domestic relations. 
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" (Our Father which art in Heaven,) 

HALLOWED BE THY NAME : — 

(in earth as it is in Heaven.)" 

a. This "Name" of God, is Himself and all that 
is His ; it is Himself as He can be known by us : for 
it signifies His attributes, and all that represents Him 
to us, or relates to Him. And since we cannot be- 
hold God's essence, which is incomprehensible, our 
reverence to Him will appear by our respect to His 
name, which is all we have of Him with us here on 
earth. 

b. After we have boldly uttered the invocation, the 
first voice of Majesty speaks from His throne, — Am 
I a Father, where is mine honour ? Then comes the 
confession, in common with all who pray, and on be- 
half of all who pray not : Alas I we are not yet thy 
true children. We are yet under the Heaven, and 
where the Holy I Holy I Holy I of the Highest Hea- 
vens fills not yet all lands and all hearts. Hol^ is 
the first word which we are taught to learn in the 
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Lord's prayer, the vocabolarj of all fundamental and 
elementary ideas in which man must speak to God 
and to Him ; and it can only be learnt in speaking 
to Him. He* has not made us shrink back terrified 
by His — " I am Holy." He has indeed, by antici- 
pation, impressed this upon our hearts in the Father 
name, but He now demands that which He has given, 
by the prayer of His own Spirit proceeding from our 
spirit, — " we would be holy, oh ! that we were so, and 
might be ; help us, good Father in heaven ! " 

The prayer proceeds from the individual heart, and 
then goes forth with a — " hallowed in t«" — ^which 
must be understood, over all the world, even as far as 
the " Our Father" reaches. 

It has its degrees of meaning, and three in particu- 
lar. For children who begin to learn it, as for hea- 
thens and all who know it not : — Reveal Thy name 
that we may know it and utter it. For all who know 
it, but hold that knowledge in error and human de- 
lusions : — ^take away man's lie, which hangs around 
Thy name I And for all, who know it but deny it in 
act, who acknowledge it, but not from their hearts : — 
take away this grievous dishonour of Thy name, that 
those who call upon it sanctify it not in their lives I 

c. More particularly and distinctly, the sanctifying 
of God's name hath in it these things. (1.) To have 
right thoughts of the holiness and majesty of God. 
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(2.) That upon so conceiving of Him, our hearts be 
reverendly affected towards Him. (3.) Not only to 
have that due apprehension and reverence of His 
holiness, and let it lie within us, but often to stir up 
ourselves in the remembrance and consideration of it, 
to call in our thoughts to act about it : so this will 
increase our knowledge and reverence (as all habits 
grow by acting), and will excite the soul to praise 
Him, as the Psalmist speaks, ^' Give thanks at the 
remembrance of His holiness/' (4.) The declaring 
and extolling of His holiness, speaking upon all sea- 
sonable occasions honourably of His name. (5.) The 
humble sense and acknowledgment of our own un- 
holiness in His presence; and therefore all those 
lowly confessions of sin and of their own un worthi- 
ness, that we find in the prayers of the prophets, are 
so many hallowings of the name of God, giving the 
glory of holiness to Him alone, and taking the shame 
of their own pollutions. As some of the Americans 
have a custom when they appear before their king, 
to put on their worst apparel, that all the magnifi- 
cence may rest upon him alone ; — thus, though the 
majesty of God, in itself being infinite, needs nothing 
else to commend it, yet to our apprehension of it, it 
may be thus : and the saints in the desire of His glory 
may intend this, to set off the lustre of His purity 
and excellency in the humble confessions of their own 
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▼ileness : '^ To Thee, Lord, belongeth righteous- 
ness ; but to us, confusion of face.'' (6.) The hallow- 
ing of God's name is an earnest endeavour of confor- 
mity with Him in holiness ; first, in heart, that must 
be the principal seat of it, and then, holiness in all 
our actions and words, and the whole course of our 
lives. This is that which the Lord continually presses 
upon His people, " Be ye holy, for I am holy." 

And this is the most effectual sanctifying of His 
name, by way of declaring it holy, — when His people 
walk in holiness. Though you tell the world that 
He is holy, they know Him not ; they can neither 
see Him nor His holiness ; but when they see that 
there are men taken out of the same lump of polluted 
nature with themselves, and yet so renewed and 
changed that they hate the defilements of the world, 
and do indeed live holily in the midst of a perverse 
generation ; this may convince them that there is a 
brighter spring of holiness, where it is in fulness, 
from whence those drops are that they perceive in 
men ; for seeing it is not in nature, there must be 
another principle of it, and that can be none other 
than this Holy God. 

d. When we sincerely desire that God's name may 
may be hallowed, we must use our utmost exertions 
to promote the glory of God. The powers of under- 
standing which He has given us must be employed 
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in contemplating, ascertaining, and meditating on 
His perfections, which he has graciously made known 
to us in the works of nature and grace, and in the 
word of His supernatural revelation. The smallest 
object that can present itself to the mind or to the 
eye, will supply the richest materials for this purpose. 
It is only necessary for us to learn to perceive in 
visible objects the " invisible things of God," and to 
employ the creatures as ladders for ascending to the 
Most High God. We must lay it down as a prin- 
ciple, that all the excellence, sight, and beauty, which 
is found in the creatures, exists in the highest per- 
fection in the Creator. We must accustom ourselves 
to view earthly objects, whether existing in nature 
or in the arrangements of society, as representations 
of spiritual and heavenly objects, and of the things 
pertaining to the kingdom of God. Our Lord Jesus 
Christ was eminently skilled in this art. The most 
trivial object He met with, — a vessel for drawing 
water, or a grain of mustard seed, supplied Him with 
an illustration of the kingdom of heaven. He advised 
His disciples to learn this art, and to apply to gros- 
ser objects the chemical skill, which will extract a 
spirit out of them by the alembic of devout medita- 
tion. Above all, we must frequently meditate on 
those works of God which we are only taught in the 
school of grace, and by which He has manifested 
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His gloiy in " obtainiDg eternal redemption for us." 
The highest powers of the understanding cannot be 
directed to a nobler object, or employed in a nobler 
manner, than in the contemplation of " the truth ^^^ 
and of all those sublime and saving truths' concern- 
ing Himself, which that Truth has been pleased to 
reveal. In this manner the name of God is hallowed 
by our understanding. 

But we must not stop here. The knowledge of 
the Divine perfections must produce in us love, reve- 
rence, wonder, and adoration, expressed in words. 
Let us frequently, out of the full treasure of our 
heart, exclaim : " Lord, how manifold are Thy 
works, in wisdom Thou hast made them all ; the 
earth is full of Thy riches." " Lord, our Lord, how 
excellent is Thy name in all the earth I Who hast 
set Thy glory above the heavens. When I consider 
Thy heavens, the work of Thy fingers, the moon and 
the stars, which Thou hast ordained : what is man, 
that Thou art mindful of Him, and the Son of man 
that Thou visitest him ?" " I will hope continually 
and will yet praise Thee more and more. My mouth 
shall show forth Thy righteousness and Thy salva- 
tion all the day long. My lips shall greatly rejoice 
when I sing unto Thee ; and my soul which Thou 
hast redeemed. My tongue also shall talk of Thy 
righteousness all the day long." It becomes our 
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duty to read and ponder such words, that, experi- 
encing those devout affections which the holy pro- 
phets expressed, we may he enabled to make them 
our own. 

We ought to have the same purpose of praising 
God in our actions. We must do everything with 
a view to the divine glory. " In all Thy ways 
acknowledge Him. " " Whatsoever ye do, do it 
heartily as unto the Lord and not unlo men." In 
the ordinary duties of civil society, a Christian per- 
forms the same actions as other men, but not in the 
same way. They perform them in a cml^^ he in a 
spiritual manner ; they to men and to themselves^ he 
to God. Not in pretence, but from the soul, heartily. 
Not in some things which appear to have a more 
direct reference to God, but in all things, whatsoever 
ye do. Not in a wavering or undecided manner, — 
attending to the Divine Law when it is found con- 
venient, and, at other times, consulting the views of 
men, — but, as to the Lord, and not unto men. Such 
is likewise the import of another injunction of 
the same Apostle respecting daily food. " Whether 
therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do 
all to the glory of God." This does not mean that, 
in every action of our lives, we must have an imme- 
diate and direct intention to glorify God. That is im- 
possible in the nature of things. But the children of 
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God ought to hold it as a firm and unalterable prin- 
ciple, applicable to all occasions that they are 
dedicated to God ; that in all their thoughts, words, 
and actions, there must be some manifestation of the 
perfections and glory of God ; that they must obey 
His precepts in all things, and do everything from a 
desire to please Him. 

e. He is said to be a right and true son, who being 
bom of true and honest parents, imitates and copies 
the same in all things. Such an one truly deserves 
to inherit and possess the name and property of his 
parents. So we Christains are born again, and made 
the sons of God. I^ therefore, we follow on aflter 
the native perfections of our Father, His name and 
blessings will be given unto us for an everlasting in- 
heritance. Moreover, this our Father is merciful 
and kind : as Christ saith, *' Be ye merciful, even as 
your Father which is in heaven is merciful." And 
again, '^ Learn of me, for I am meek and lowly of 
heart." The names of all virtues are the name of 
God; for God is just, pure, true, firm, upright, 
wise, &c. 

These are the appellations of God. They are in- 
cluded in the words " Thy name." Since, therefore, 
we are baptized, consecrated, and sanctified in this 
name, and as this name is nowmadeour name, it follows 



Digitized by 



Google 



90 CHAPTER V. 

all the sons of God are and ought to be kind, merci- 
ful, chaste, just, true, simple, benevolent, peaceable 
and sweetly affectionate in heart towards all men, 
even towards those who are their enemies. They 
ought to pray unceasingly that the name of God may 
be thus in them, work in them, and be sanctified in 
them. He therefore who is passionate, morose, en- 
vious, bitter, malevolent, cruel, lustful, a railer, a 
liar, a rash swearer, a defrauder, a backbiter, — such 
an one dishonours, disgraces, and profanes the divine 
name in which he is blessed, baptized, called, num- 
bered among Christians, and joined unto the people 
of God ; or rather under the name of God, he honours 
the name of the Devil, who is himself a liar, impure, 
envious, &c. " For they will follow him," says the 
wise man, " who are on his side." 

/. The duty of hallowing the name of God may be 
enforced by a variety of motives. No work in which 
we could engage would be more excellent, delightfol, 
advantageous, or desirable. It is the work of the 
blessed in heaven, who delightfully spend it in an 
endless eternity, and who find in its constant and un« 
interrupted exercise the most perfect tranquility and 
rest. To dedicate all that we are, and all that we 
can perform, to the advancement of the glory of 
God, — is our own glory. To whom shall we give 
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them if they are withheld from God? To what shall 
they be devoted but to the noblest of all possible 
objects ? 

Why has the Christian been made what he is ? 
That God may be glorified in him. For this pur- 
pose he was created^ and endowed with a capacity of 
knowing the things of God, that he may say, " Where 
is God my Maker, who giveth songs in the night : 
Who teacheth us more than the beasts of the field, 
and maketh us wiser than the fowls of heaven?'' 
For this purpose he was elected by God through 
Jesus Christ, " according to the good pleasure of His 
will, to the praise of the glory of His grace, wherein 
He hath made us acceptable in the Beloved." For 
this purpose he was redeemed by the blood of Christ, 
that he might be '* among the first fruits unto God 
and to the Lamb," and might " Sing a new song" 
before the Throne, with those who have the Father's 
" Name written on their foreheads." For this purpose 
he was called by the Gospel ; and renewed and sancti- 
fied by the Spirit, " that he should shew forth the 
praises of Him who hath called him out of darkness 
into His marvellous light." '^ This people have I 
formed for Myself, they shall show forth My praise." 
For this purpose, finally, he will be glorified^ that, 
with the " four living creatures," and the " four and 
twenty elders," and " ten thousand times ten 
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thousand," and thousands of thousands of holy an- 
gels/' he may ezdaim, — '' Blessing, and honour, 
and glory, and power be unto Him that sitteth upon 
the Throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and ever/' 
Amen. 
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CHAPTER VL 

" (Our Father which art in HeaoenjJ 

Thy Kingdom come ; — 

(in earthy as it is in Heaven.)** 

In Scripture, three senses in which the Kingdom 
of God is used, may be readily distinguished : His 
kingdom in nature^ as the Ruler and Governor of all 
things : His kingdom ofgrace^ which gives Him the 
right place of supremacy in our hearts : and His 
kingdom of glori/j still in the future, and for which 
His kingdom of nature and of grace are preparing 
the world and His Church. 

a. The kingdom of God, by which He rules the 
world is not here signified, that stands unmoveable, 
and admits of no coming. But it is His kingdom of 
grace, which not only judges but extinguishes sin, 
and re-establishes His honour, His Father-honour, 
again in the sinner. It comes, indeed, of itself with- 
out our prayer, inasmuch as if it did not descend as 
a free gift for the poor in spirit they could never have 
prsiyed for it, much less have drawn it into themselves 
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by their prayers. The supplication which is excited 
and nourished on earth — " Thy Kingdom come," — 
is itself the evidence of its coming ; at once its seed 
and its fruit, in continual mutual co-operation be- 
tween God and man. Thus it begins to exist and 
goes on progressively until the kingdom of grace 
is consummated in the kingdom of glory. Until this 
is accomplished, the prayer thus given to us retains 
its value and force as a promise. 

b. The kingdom of God may be viewed in two 
lights ; in its outward forrrij the Church of Christ ; 
and in its inward fornix the reign of God in each 
Christian's heart. In both forms perhaps, the word 
kingdom will be best understood if we remember that 
it bears the sense of reign : — the kingdom by right 
is already God's, what we pray for, is, that His right 
to it may be acknowledged, and His reign by grace 
in our hearts may be established. This distinction, 
as Dr Campbell observes, has been preserved in the 
French version. " Let Thy reign come, for Thine 
is the kingdom ;'* — gives the connection between this 
petition and the Doxology. 

c. The Church's outward form consists in the 
preaching of the Gospel, and the administration of 
the sacraments, to which may be added ecclesiastical 
discipline. In this sense the Jews, to whom the 
Gospel had been preached and confirmed by many 



Digitized by 



Google 



SECOND PETITION. 95 

miracles, " demanded of Him when the kingdom of 
God should come," He answered, the kingdom of Ood 
is among you. They saw God the King present among 
them in the person of His Son, and heard the " word 
of the kingdom" publicly preached ; though neither 
the onfe nor the other was understood by them or re- 
ceived by faith. They expected a kingdom of God 
of such a description that the Messiah should come 
in the name of the Lord, to free them from the yoke 
of the Gentiles, and to bestow upon them every kind 
of riches and grandeur. 

Christ affirms that the kingdom of God will not 
come with such worldly pomp and magnificence, — 
with such splendour, wealth, and triumph anticipated 
by the Pharisees, — ^as are fitted to attract observa- 
tion. He declares it to consist in the publication of 
the Gospel, attended by the , influences of the Holy 
Spirit, by means of which, though not understood by 
themselves, '^ the kingdom of God" was '^ among 
them I" Compare Matt. xii. 28. '^ If I cast out 
devils by the spirit of God, then the kingdom of God 
is among you." In the thirteenth chapter of the 
same book, the preaching of the Gospel, with its 
various consequences and fruits, is frequently called 
the Kingdom of Heaven^ which is there illustrated 
by various similitudes. In this point of view, all 
who, by outward, profession, whether sincere or hypo- 
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critical, receive the glad tidings of freedom, belong 
to the kingdom of God. Compare also Matt. viii. 12. 
''The children of the kingdom shall be cast into 
outer darkness.'' That is those, who by outward pro- 
fession only, were in covenant with God. Such are 
said '' to lie" to Christ, or to yield Him feigned obe- 
dience. (See Marginal reading, Ps. xviiL 44.) 

d. We might be inclined to regret exceedingly 
that there should be any mixture of the good and 
bad, the wheat and tares, in the outward kingdom of 
God, were we not sure that what is permitted by the 
Great Head and King of the Church, must be pro- 
ductive in some ways of good, even if we see it not. 
Some thoughts, indeed, may be offered on this point, 
tending to explain why it should be so permitted. 

In the kingdom of grace wicked men are insepa- 
rably mingled with the godly \— firsts because hypo- 
crites can never be severed but by Him that can 
search the heart : secondly^ because if men should 
make the separation, weak Christians would be 
counted no Christians, and those who have a grain 
of grace under a load of imperfections, would be 
counted reprobates : thirdly^ because God's '' vessels 
of honour" for all eternity, not as yet appearing, but 
wallowing in sin, would be made castaways : fourth- 
ly^ because God, by the mixture of the wicked with 
the godly, will try the watchfulness and patience of 



Digitized by 



Google 



SECOND PETITION. 97 

His servants : fifthly^ because thereby He will bestow 
many favours on the wicked, to clear His justice, and 
render them the more inexcusable : lastly^ because 
the mixture of the wicked grieving the godly, will 
make them the more heartily pray for the day of 
judgment. 

c. The inward kingdom of God, comes to elect 
individuals^ by various steps. (I.) When God, by 
His wonderful providence, bestows on any person 
the means of grace, without which an adult is scarce- 
ly, if ever, brought out of the bondage of sin or Satan 
into a state of grace. The Gospel is " the word of 
the kingdom.'' 

(2.) When a person is renewed by the Spirit of 
God through the Gospel. Then are the gates of the 
heart thrown open that " the King of Glory may 
come in." Then is Satan, with the "old man," 
driven from his throne, and nailed to the cross of 
Christ. Then is the law of liberty and of the king- 
dom proclaimed in the soul of the Spirit of Grace, 
and written on the heart, while all the faculties, both 
of soul and body yield cheerful obedience to God, 
Then he is delivered from the power of darkness, and 
translated into the kingdom of God's dear Son. 

(3.) When a remarkable increase of grace, — of 
knowledge, comfort, and holiness is apparent ; parti- 



Digitized by 



Google 



98 CHAPTER VI. 

cularly when it has been preceded by a languid, me- 
lancholy, sinful, and distressed condition. 

(4.) When the soul is freed from its connection 
with the body, in which it had maintained its war- 
fare with the body of sin, — is admitted to a nearer 
enjoyment of God, and to as large a share of happi- 
ness as the soul can enjoy in a state of separation 
from the body. 

(5.) When, at the glorious resurrection, the soul 
shall be united to the body, and the whole man shall 
be glorified, and admitted to the most perfect enjoy- 
ment of God. Such are the steps by which the in- 
ward, kingdom of God, comes to each believer. 
• /. The progress of the Kingdom of Grace in us 
during this life, is the history and opening out of a 
Christian character in all its bearings. 

When a deep sense of inward depravity and weak- 
ness excites a man to seek divine knowledge and 
divine grace, in order to the enlightening of his mind, 
and the renewing of his heart, — when this view pro- 
duces conscientious watchfulness; excites to fervent 
habitual devotion ; and presents to the mind, in a new 
light, God's inestimable love, in the redemption of 
the world by His Son, — then, by degrees, sometimes 
more rapidly, sometimes more slowly, the true Chris- 
tian character begins to form itself in the mind. 
Then the great things spoken of Christianity, in the 
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New Testament, begin to be understood, because they 
begin to be felt. The vanity of earthly things be- 
comes more and more apparent; that divine faith 
which gives victory, begins to operate ; religions 
duties, once burdensome, become delightful; self- 
government becomes natural and easy ; reverential 
love to God, and gratitude to the Redeemer, pro- 
ducing humility, meekness, active, unbounded bene- 
volence, grow into habitual principles ; private prayer 
is cultivated, not merely as a duty, but as the most 
delightful exercise of the mind ; cheerfulness reigns 
within, and diffuses its sweet influence over the whole 
conversation and conduct ; all the innocent, natural 
enjoyments of life, (scarcely perhaps tasted before J 
from the natural relish of the mind being blunted by 
artificial pleasures), become inexhaustible sources of 
comfort ; and the close of life is contemplated as the 
end of all pain, and the commencement of perfect, 
everlasting felicity. 

g. The unfolding of a Christian character will be 
gradual, and made by small advances. 

Men become eminent in piety " by little and little," 
— grateful for the smallest good, watchful over the 
smallest error, fearful of the smallest sin, careful of 
the smallest truth. They are not born giants, these 
excellent of the earth ; neither spring they, by sud- 
*den strides, from dwarfishness to majesty of stature. 
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They become great, through counting nothing little 
but themselves ; great in faith, through noting God's 
hand in little incidents, and going to film in little sor- 
rows ; great in holiness, through avoiding little faults, 
and being exact in little duties. 

The difficulty in religion is the taking up of the 
Cross daily, rather than the taking it up on some set 
occasion, and under extraordinary circumstances. 
The serving God in little things ; the carrying of re- 
ligious principles into all the minutisB of life, the dis- 
cipline of our tempers, the regulation of our speech, 
the domestic Christianity, the momentary sacrifices, 
the secret and unobserved self-denials; — ^who that 
knows anything of the difficulty of piety, does not 
know that there is greater danger of his failing in 
these than in trials of apparently far greater cost and 
sterner endurance ? It is not, comparatively, hard to 
put the armour on, wnen the trumpet sounds ; but it 
is to keep the armour on, when there is no alarm of 
battle. And the warfare with our spiritual enemies, 
is not warfare in a series of pitched battles, with in- 
tervals for resting and recruiting ; it is rather daily, 
hourly, momentary fighting ; this is the driving out 
" by little and little," to which the Almighty pro- 
mises " the reward of the inheritance.'* 

h. Now, observe there are in this matter two great 
errors. 
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The one error is of those' who run here and there, 
€orae to Rome, some to Saint James, that they may 
become holy and fit to procure to themselves the 
'kingdom of heaven, and to be saved. This one builds 
a church, that one a something else, and yet none of 
them are willing to come to the grand and central 
point of the matter ; that is, to yield themselves unto 
the service of God from the inmost recesses of the 
heart, and to be made His kingdom. These persons 
do many external works, and shine brightly in them ; 
but inwardly they remain filled with all eVil afiec- 
tions, wrath, hatred, pride, impatiency, lust, and 
other crimes. And it is against such that Christ 
spoke, when being aaked when the Kingdom of God 
should come, He answered, ** The Kingdom of God 
coraeth not with observation ; neither shall they say, 
Lo ! here, or lo I there ; for the Kingdom of God is 
within you." As if He had said. If thou wouldest 
know which is the Kingdom of God, thou hast no 
no need to go far in search of it, nor to go pilgrimages 
after it; for if thou be willing, the Kingdom of God 
is nigh thee, nay, not only nigh thee, bnt also in 
thee; because lowliness of mind, humility, truth, 
pureness, and all virtues (which truly are the King- 
dom of God), are obtained by no one from beyond the 
seas, but must be found in the recesses of his own 
heart. Wherefore we are not to pray thus, " Oh, 

a 
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dear Father, let ns find out and come to Thy King- 
dom/' as if we were to run about after it ourselves : 
but thus, " Let Thy Kingdom come unto us ;" see- 
ing that we have no power whatever of coming unto 
it of ourselves ; even as Christ descended from heaven 
unto us on earth, and we did not ascend from earth 
unto Him in heaven. 

The other error^ is of those who in saying over 
this petition, are only anxious about getting to heaven 
that they may be saved ; thinking that the Kingdom of 
God is nothing else than joy and pleasure in heaven ; 
which is all they can imagine under their sensual 
desires. Whence it comes to pass that they are al- 
ways in fear of hell, and therefore seek in heaven 
only their own advantage. Such know not that the 
Kingdom of God is nothing else than a state of per- 
fectness, humility, purity, godliness, humble-minded^ 
ness, and the exercise of all virtues and graces ; — a 
state wherein God possesses in us what is properly 
His own, and wherein He alone lives and reigns in 
us. 

{. This second petition, like all the rest, does two 
things, — it humbles, and it lifts up. It humbles us 
in that it forces us to confess with our own mouths 
the dreadful calamity of our exiled state. But it 
lifts us up, in that it instructs us how to conduct our- 
selves in this our humiliation. And thus, every 
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word of God has this peculiarly effective nature, — ^it 
terrifies and it consoles, wounds and heals, breaks 
down and builds up, roots up and plants, humbles 
and exalts. 

It first humbles us, that we may know fully thai 
the Kingdom of God is not yet come unto us. God 
the Father is robbed of His kingdom in us. He who 
is and will be the Lord of all things, does not, through 
the impediment of our sin, enjoy as he ought to do 
this part of His power and glory ; which hindrance 
of sin does in no small degree dishonour Him, making 
Him to be, as it were, a lord without His power and 
authority ; and as if we held in contempt the right 
of His universally proclaimed power and dominion 
over us. Such a state must of necessity be a subject 
of grief to all who love and favour God. It must 
moreover be a cause of terror when we reflect that 
we are they, who, by our despising and hindering 
through sin oppose the Kingdom of God ; whereas 
God could, if He pleased, strike us with the most 
terrible judgments, and condemn us as enemies and 
plunderers of His Kingdom. 

But after this deep reflection shall have humbled 
us, and truly shown us our calamity, then follows the 
consolation; which lies in our kind Master Christ 
having taught us to pray, that we may be delivered 
out of this exiled state, and that we might not de- 
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spair. For those who know and feel that they have 
thrown hindrance in the way of the Kingdom of God, 
and who in sorrow and distress pray that His King- 
dom may at length come to them, — to such, because 
they grieve and pray, God will not impute this their 
sin, which, otherwise, he might justly punish. 

h The practical disposition, in whidi the longing 
for God's Kingdom should manifest itself, is a spirit 
of co-operation towards advancing this kingdom. 
How it shall at last be manifested we indeed know 
not. To what extent the instrumentality of jnan 
will be employed for this glorious consummation, we 
are ignorant. But this we know, that every soul 
now saved will go to swell the triumph and enhance 
the glory of that kingdom which we pray for ; that 
even now, in this dark world, God's name is glorified 
by the light that is diffused around from those who 
love and serve Him ; and that at last they shall shine 
forth as the sun in the Kingdom of their Father. O 
then for co-operation towards this glorious end I To 
this every single Christian is ordained, and can con- 
tribute. Yes, it is the aggregate of Christian efforts 
that saves the souls of men and glorifies our Father. 
To no one individual can we rightly ascribe the illu- 
mination, the awakening, converting, nourishing, of 
the Sons of God. The influences of the Spirit stream 
in upon us from every side, at every moment of our 
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being ; and every Christian is made, more or less, 
the medium through which those influences flow. 
Every one who has a zeal for God in his heart may 
do— -does do— something as the instrument of God. 
Let not then timidity hold us back ; let not limited 
powers and opportunities discourage us ; let us only 
each co-operate, each do something, in word or act, 
and that something will telL In private life, in 
social, and in public ; with families, and friends, and 
neighbours, and catechists; by subscriptions and 
societies ; for our less enlightened brethren at home, 
and our heathen fellow-sinners abroad; work — work 
" while it is day." 
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" {Our Father which art in Heaven^) 

THY WILL BE DONE ; 

{in earth as it is in Heaven.)" 

a. In this petition we see that we judge and con- 
demn ourselves by our own words, and confess that 
we are disobedient unto God, and do not His will. 
For if we were in that state that we did the good 
will of God, this petition would be given us in vain. 
And therefore this is a thing terrible to be heard, 
when we say, '^ Thy will be done ; " for what can be 
more awful than that the will of God is not done in 
any of our actions, and His commands not regarded ? 
Yet this is what we openly confess against ourselves 
in this petition. For it must be true that we do not 
the will of God, seeing that we pray it may now be 
done. Who, then, can here take pride unto himself, 
or have a vain confidence in the merit of his prayers, 
by which he finds himself to be, and in which he con- 
fesses with his own mouth to be, guilty of disobe- 
dience. Thus does this petition work the deepest 
humility, the fear of God, and self condemnation, so 
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as to bring a man to rejoice when he is delivered 
from the judgment of God, and saved by grace and 
mercy only. 

Observe, also, how God in this petition commands 
OS to pray against ourselves, wherein He teaches 
us that no one is a greater enemy to us than we 
are to ourselves. For our own will is a certain 
mighty enemy in ourselves against which w.e ought 
to pray, and say, " Father, suffer not things to 
come into that state that I should do anything ac- 
cording to mine own will. Rather break and defeat 
my will, and prevent the purpose of my heart. And 
however the matter may turn out unto me, yet let it 
not be done according to the purpose of my will, but 
according to thy will only ; for so it is in heaven, 
where there is no self will whatever, and let it be so 
also on earth.'' This petition, therefore, and even 
this state of things, is greatly galling to nature. For 
our own will is the most secret and powerful evil in 
us ; nor is anything dearer unto us than our own will. 
Therefore, nothing more or less is sought by this pe- 
tition than "the cross," and whatever may come 
upon us for the mortification of our own will. 

Hence, if the lovers of their own will truly con- 
sidered this, that they pray against all their own self- 
pleasing will, they would either hate the petition al- 
together, or would be brought to tremble at it indeed. 
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b. Sometimes prayer is more particular, on account 
of the common liberty that God gives His children^ 
to present freely the particular thoughts and desires 
of their heart to Him. But it is good always to 
choose thus, or that it be understood so when not ex* 
pressed, that we resign the matter to Him, to make 
His own choice of things, and use His own way. 
Only we entreat His favour, and His owning of us 
and our condition, that He be for us, and do for us. 
And this is safe, to let Him choose. We often per^ 
plex ourselves about that which lies not in our way ; 
this he undertakes for and will be careful of. Be not 
afraid, " Commit thy way," roll thy way upon the 
Lord; " trust on the Lord, and He will do it" (Ps. 
xxxviL 5.) In the Hebrew it is, Turn it over to 
Him, and be quiet, and let Him alone. He will do 
well enough. Besides that there is all reason for it, 
if men only knew what peace of mind there is in this 
resignation, they would choose it before any way that 
can be thought on ; and it never yet repented any 
one who chose it. 

c. There is a temper of mind made up of, or which 
follows from all these three religious affections, fear, 
hope, love ; namely, resignation to the Divine will ; 
whicb ought to be the habitual frame of our mind 
and heart, and to be exercised at proper seasons more 
distinctly in acts of devotion. Resignation to the 
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wUl of God 18 the whole of piety : it includes in it all 
that is goody and is a source of the most settled quiet 
and composure of mind. The course of things being 
appointed and continued by infinite Wisdom and 
Goodness ; how absolute should be our submission, 
how entire our trust and dependence I 

This would reconcile us to our condition : prevent 
all the supernumerary troubles arising from imagina- 
tion, distant fears, impatience ; all uneasiness, except 
that which necessarily arises from the calamities 
themselves which we may be under. How many of 
our cares should we by this means be disburdened of; 
cares not properly our own, how apt soever they may 
be to intrude upon us, and we to admit them ; the 
anxieties of expectation, solicitude about success and 
disappointment, which in truth are none of our own. 

Our resignation to the will of God may be said to^ 
be perfect, when our will is lost and resolved up into 
His : when we rest in His will as our end, as being 
itsdf most just, and right, and good. And where is 
the impossibility of such an affection to what is just, 
and good, and right, — such a loyalty of heart to the 
Governor of the universe, as shall prevail over all 
sinister indirect desires of our own ? Neither is this 
at bottom anything more than faith, and honesty, and 
fairness of mind ; in a more enlarged sense, indeed, 
than those words are commonly used. And as in 
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common cases, fear and hope, and other passions, are 
raised in us by their respective objects ; so this sub* 
mission of heart and soul and mind, this religious 
resignation, would be so naturally produced by our 
having just conceptions of Almighty God, and a real 
sense of His presence with us. Thus we might 
" acquaint ourselves with God, and be at peace." 

d. Godly men do in this request, " Thy will be 
done," offer up their own hearts to God to be 
fashioned and moulded to His will. And every god- 
ly man if he had the hearts of all the men in the 
world in his disposal, he would dispose them all the 
same way, lodge them with his own and make one 
sacrifice of all. His own he gives wholly, resigns it 
up to his Lord, to be as a piece of wax in God's hand, 
pliable to what form He will, to do with it what He 
will, to turn out and banish whatever displeases Him, 
and to make it His own mind. In a word, this is 
the desire of a Christian, that he may be altogether 
subject both to God's commanding and His working 
will, to do what He requires, and to be content with 
what He does ; for both these are in it. 

TVliere He commands anything, though our own 
corrupt will grumble at it, and think it hard, we 
must tread upon it to obey His will, making that the 
rule of all we do. To this end, we must endeavour 
to be acquainted with His will, and to know what it 
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IS ; otherwise we cannot do it. But once knowing 
it, this is the end of knowing, — ^to do ; otherwise yov 
know that knowledge will make us the worse for it, 
the more guilty. 

It is a safe and comfortable thing to walk every 
step by His direction. The constant regard of that, 
is, we see, what conforms us to heaven. And He 
who taught us to pray thus gives us His own example 
in this : He did the will of His Father indeed, as it 
is done in heaven ; and He came to earth for that 
purpose: "Then said he, Lol I come to do Thy 
will, my God.'' And in that great and most pain- 
ful part of His work, — " Not my will, but Thine be 
done." For our actions, then, let His word be our 
guide ; and for the events of things, and all that con- 
cerns us, let His good pleasure and wise disposing be 
our win. Let us give up the rudder of our life into 
His hand, to be steered by Him. 

For our actions is it not better to observe His will 
than to be subject to our own corrupt will, and to 
Satan's, " led captive at His will ?" And as it is 
best to do what pleaseth Him ; so, in all His deal- 
ings with us, to be pleased with what He does ; not 
to think it were better for us to be richer or 
greater in the world than we are, or to murmur and 
struggle under afflictions. Nothing is to be gained 
by this : " Who hath resisted his will at any time ?" 
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In all tilings He doth what He will, whether it likes 
us or not. Our repining hinders not His working at 
aU, hut it hinders our own comfort ; our wrestling and 
fretting doth hut pain ourselves. If we be His, as 
we profess, then we may be assured He loves us ; 
and if we believe that, and withal believe that He i» 
wiser than we, then we must confess, that whatsoever 
He doth with us is better than our own choosing for 
ourselves could be. 

This is the only way of constant quietness and con- 
tentment of mind. Who is there outwardly so pros- 
perous, but meets with many things that cross his 
will ? Now he who hath renounced his own will, 
and is fixed upon a continual complacency with the 
good pleasure and providence of God, — to will what 
He wills and nothing else, — every thing that befedls 
him he looks upon that side of it as God's will, and, 
so is satisfied. Doth God think this good, and shall 
I think it evil ? 

There is a difference of estates, but all coming from 
the same hand. " It is the Lord," said David, " let 
Him do what seemeth good in His eyes." Thus, 
wilt Thou have me poor or rich, healthful or sick, 
esteemed or despised ? Wilt Thou that I live or 
that I die ? / am Thine, Thy will be done. 

e. When we have affliction we must pray unto 
God to take away the same from us, but this prayer 
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must be put conditionally, " when i t shall please Him ; * ' 
as we have the example of David the King, who, 
when he was driven out of his kingdom by Absolom 
his son, said, " If the Lord willeth, let me return." 
Therefore follow the example of David : call upon 
God for deliverance conditionally; but above all 
things beware of murmuring and rebelling against 
Him, for He will have us obedient to His will and 
pleasure. The best service you can do is to take the 
cross patiently, which God has laid upon you. Some 
men when they are sick, say, " It grieves my heart 
that I spend my time so idly ; for if I were whole I 
might do much good." These are much deceived, 
for they cannot spend their time better than when 
they suffer the cross that God has laid upon them, 
and bear the same' willingly and obediently. For as 
I said before, it is the best service that we can do to 
God, when we bear our afflictions well and godly. 
Yet we may pray that He will be merciful unto us, 
and not lay upon us more than we are able to bear, 
according to His promises. 

/. A modest and unaffected silence is a good way 
to express our submission to the hand of God, under 
afflictions. The heathen moralists, who pretended 
much to patience, could never hold their peace ; but 
desired always to signalize themselves by some 
fetches of wit, and expressions of unusual courage. 
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But certainly the mute and quiet Christian behaves 
himself much better. That eloquent and expressive 
silence says more than all their vain and stoical 
boastings. ^' I was dumb/' says the Psalmist, '' I 
opened not my mouth because thou didst it.' * And the 
Prophet describes our Saviour's patience, that " He 
was oppressed, and was afflicted, yet He opened not 
His mouth : He was brought as a lamb to the 
slaughter, and as a sheep before the shearers is dumb, 
so He opened not His mouth." There is nothing 
more acceptable unto God, no object more lovely and 
amiable in His eyes, than a soul thus prostrate before 
Him, thus entirely resigned to His holy will, thus 
quietly submitting to His severest dispensations. 
Nor is it less advantageous to ourselves : it sweetens 
the bitterest^ occurrences of life, and makes us feel 
an inward and secret pleasure, notwithstanding all 
the smart of affliction ; so that the yoke becomes 
supportable ; the rod itself comforts us ; and we find 
much more delight in suffering the will of God, than 
if He had granted us our own. 

g. The way to obtain a good assurance of our 
title to heaven, is not to clamber up to it, by a ladder 
of our own ungrounded persuasions, but to dig low 
by humility and self-denial into our own hearts. 
We must, as the Greek epigram speaks, '' ascend 
downwards and descend upwards," if we would in- 
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deed come to heaven, or get any true persuasion of 
our title to it. The most gallant and triumphant 
confidence of a Christian riseth safely and surely on 
this low foundation, that lies deep underground, and 
there stands firmly and steadfastly. When our 
heart is once turned into a conformity with the word 
of God, when we feel our will perfectly to concur 
with His will, we shall then presently perceive a 
spirit of adoption within ourselves, " crying Ahha, 
Father l" We shall not then care for peeping into 
those hidden records of eternity, to see whether our 
names he written there in golden characters ; no, we 
shall find a copy of God's thoughts concerning us, 
written in our own breasts. There we may read the 
characters of His favour to us : there we may feel an 
inward sense of His love to us, flowing out of our 
hearty and unfeigned love to Him. And we shall 
be more undoubtedly persuaded of it, than if any of 
those winged watchmen above, who are privy to 
heaven's secrets, should come and tell us that they 
saw our names enrolled in those volumes of eter- 
nity. 

h. Our Lord's own prayer afterwards in Gethse- 
mane is the best interpreter of his meaning, when He 
taught us this petition. In Matt. xxvi. 39, 42, we 
see it was not simply save me from these sufferings, 
but, save me, if^ and only if^ at the same time, the 
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object of these sufFerings can be equally accomplislied. 
The prayer, in effect, was literally this, Thy will be 
done at all rates ! If it can be done without my suffer- 
ing, be it 80, — if it cannot be done but by my suffer* 
ing, then, also, be it so 1 In either case His prayer 
would be answered. And here observe is seen the 
nature, and reason of the certain success, of the 
prayer of faith. The prayer of faith is the prayer 
of entire dependence on God, and submission to God, 
it is absolutely based on the conviction that God, and 
God only, knows what is best, and will infallibly do 
what is best. It is just this, — Lord take away the 
trial, or give me grace to bear it ; whichever shall, 
in Thy sight, be best for me and most glorifying to 
Thee, that do I This prayer, and nothing else, is 
the prayer of faith, and this prayer must of necessity 
be answered : one or other of these alternatives must 
inevitably be adopted ; and, be it which it may, the 
believer feels tliat his prayer has been abundantly 
answered, and he is abundantly satisfied. 

I. The spirit of this submission to God's will is 
beautifully expressed in a prayer of Fenelon's : — 

Lord I I know not what I should ask of Thee. 
Thou only knowest what I want ; and Thou lovest 
me if I am Thy friend, better than I can love myself. 
O Lord I give to me, Thy child, what is proper, what- 
soever it may be. I dare not ask either crosses or 
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comforta ; I only present myself before Thee. I open 
my heart to Thee. Behold my wants which I my- 
self am ignorant of; but do Thou behold and do ac- 
cording to Thy mercy. Smite or heal I Depress me 
or raise me up I I adore all Thy purposes without 
knowing them. I am silent. I offer myself in sacri- 
fice. I abandon myself to Thee. I have no more 
desire but to accomplish Thy will. 

k. This petition, however, has another lesson be- 
sides that of patient submission to the will of God 
done to us, or for us ; it equally teaches that the will 
of God is to be done b^ us. In which sense it is a 
prayer for help to do it. And what will be our 
greatest help and strongest inducement to such obe- 
dience? Will it not be such an affectionate respectful 
love to God, as is needed to make the name Father 
a heartfelt reality ? 

Our Lord has not made relig-ion a matter of mere 
prudent calculation, but of affectionate zeal. He re- 
quires his servants to give up their hearts to Him, 
and to obey Him, not merely as " servants," but as 
** friends." None of their duties, though ever so 
well performed, are pleasing in His sight, unless they 
proceed from a love, reverence, and gratitude towards 
Him. " Ye are my friends," says He, " if ye do 
whatsoever I command you ; henceforth I call you 
not servants, — ^but I have called you friends." And 

II 
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again, '' whosoever shall do the will of God, the same 
is my brother, and my sister, and mother/' In 
reality, it is hardly possible that a man can be vir- 
tuous in other respects who is destitute of these feel- 
ings. Christ and His Apostles knew human nature 
too well, not to perceive that it is necessary to en- 
gage the feelings on the right side. When, there- 
fore, they had convinced the reason of men, their 
next endeavour was to mend their hearts. Those 
warm affections which God has implanted in our 
breasts, and which were never meant to be rooted 
out, thet/ strove to fix on the most suitable and the 
noblest objects ; well aware that when this is accom- 
plished, men will not merely know their duty, but prac- 
tise it with zeal, and spirit, and pleasure. They well 
knew, that a cold address to the understanding — a 
mere chain of arguments — serves rather to make men 
acknowledge what they ought to do, than to excite 
them actually to do it. It may lead them to think 
rightly about religion, but not to feel and act rightly. 
It is like the moonlight, clear, indeed, and beautiful, 
but powerless and cold ; their teaching, on the con- 
trary, was like the light of the sun, which warms 
while it illuminates, and not only adorns but ferti- 
lizes the earth. The Christian service grounded on 
motives of affection and gratitude, is not only more 
perfect, and also more acceptable, than any other 
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motives could produce, but likewise (when the habit 
is in some degree formed), incomparably less bur- 
densome, and more pleasing. Indeed, even in the 
affairs of this world, the affectionate parent, child, 
husband, wife, and friend, know by experience, how 
greatly Love lightens every task ; and those who 
will " come unto Christ," with such feelings as He 
merits and demands, will find experimentally, that 
*' His yoke is easy, and His burden light," they will 
'' find rest unto their souls," if in answer to that 
question, which He asks alike of all His followers, 
" Lovest thou me?" they can answer with sincerity 
and truth, " Lord thou knowest that I love thee." 

L For the production of such feelings of love to 
God, and readiness for His service, which are so far 
different from our own natural inclinations, our Lord' 
has left us the promise of sufficient aid from the Holy 
Spirit. The renewed will and pure love to God are 
His gifts, purchased for us by our Saviour's blood, 
and produced in us for the sake of our Saviour's 
merits. " Hereby," says St. John, " we know that 
He abideth in us, by the Spirit which He hath given 
us." " His Spirit " worketh in us both to will and 
to do of His good pleasure." 

That these gifts from the Holy Spirit are tran- 
scendently valuable, we may in general collect from 
this, that even in our Lord's esteem, they did not 



Digitized by 



Google 



120 



CHAPTBR Vn. 



only countervail, but in a manner surmount the bene- 
fit of His own personal presence. " It is," said He, 
expedient (or profitable) for you that I go away ; " 
God having designed that my absence shall be sup- 
plied by the Comforter's more beneficial presence. 
And wonderfully beneficial surely must that presence 
be, which could not only compensate, but render ad- 
vantageous the loss of that most benign and sweet 
conversation, that tender and watchful inspection, 
that wholesome and powerful advice, that clear and 
lively pattern of all goodness shining forth in our 
Saviour's life upon His disciples. Could there be a 
more indulgent Master, a more discreet Guide, a more 
delightful Companion, a more faithful Friend, a 
mightier Protector, a surer Assistant, a sweeter Com- 
forter, than He Himself? Yes, it seems that our 
Savour did consider, that upon some accounts those 
benefits might accrue to them with greater advantage 
by the gift of His Spirit, than by His own immediate 
presence : that the Holy Spirit by internal operation 
could more clearly inform the mind, more strongly 
incline the will, more vigorously affect the heart, 
than any exterior word or example could do. Neither 
could our Saviour, according to the condition of His 
humanity, limited to particularities of time and place, 
80 perfectly correspond to the various exigencies of 
mankind, as that Omnipotent Spirit, intimately and 
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liniformly- present to all. Him, therefore, did our 
Saviour leave the guardian of His otherwise " orphan" 
disciples ; Him did our Saviour substitute to under- 
take the care and tuition of them, to conduct them in 
the right way, to preserve them from dangers, to 
oomfort them in distresses, to manage all their con- 
oemmentH, to be their counsellor, monitor, and advo- 
cate ; by Him our Saviour meant fully to make good 
His word, '' that He would be with them till the end 
of this world." 

On this gift of the Holy Spirit, the foundation, the 
improvement, and the completion of all our good and 
happiness do depend ; for to Him, in truth and justice, 
are to be ascribed— our better state and being ;— our 
spiritual powers and abilities; — our good and ac- 
ceptable performances, whatever we can do, whatever 
we actually do perform as Christians. 

We are vain and uncertain in our opinions, fickle 
and irresolute in our purposes, slow and heavy in our 
proceedings ; apt to faint and falter, to stumble and 
slip in all our practice ; we do need, therefore, this 
sure Oracle to consult in our doubts and darkness ; 
this fedthful Friend to durect and advise us in our 
purposes ; this constant monitor to rouse and quicken 
us in our undertakings; this powerful guardian to 
support and establish us in our ways. It is His 
steady hand that holds the helm, and gently steers 
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the coarse for good men through the blind tracks of 
religious practice ; withdrawing them from those dan*- 
gerous shelves of error and temptation, upon which 
they are apt to split ; it is His heavenly gale, that 
fills their sails with constant resolution, and fairly 
drives them forward in their voyage towards etermd 
bless. He softly does whisper and insinuate good 
thoughts into us ; does kindle pious desires, cherish 
virtuous intentions, promote honest endeavours : He 
seasonably checks and restrains us from sin; He 
raises wholesome remorse, shame, and displeasure for 
our unworthinesB and folly; He sweetly warms our 
cold affections, and our hearts with devotion towards 
God. Thus enlightening our minds, rectifying our 
wills, purifying our affections. He directs and assists 
in the practice of Christian duty, of all that '' good and 
perfect ivill of Ood^" which we pray may be done by 
u» on earth. 
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In earth, as it is in Heaven. 

a. The usual way of pointing and reading the Lord's 
Prayer, would lead one to suppose that this clause 
referred only to the petition " Thy will be done," 
which stands immediately before it ; but it really re- 
fers equally to every one of three petitions, which 
have their place between it and the opening invoca- 
tion. Such a wider and most interesting application 
of this clause, is indeed quite necessary, as Bishop 
Jebb has shewn, from the structure of the prayer, 
and the parallelism which pervades the arrangments 
of the petitions. To illustrate this we may write out 
the petitions in separate lines, so that those which 
are parallel in meaning and application may be 
grouped together ; we then find that the following 
arrangement by Bishop Jebb does clearly support 
his view : — 



Our Father which art in Heaven, 

2. Hallowed be Thy name ; — 

3. Thy kingdom come ; — 

4. Thy will be done ; — 
In earth, as it is in Heaven. 



{ 
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or, keeping more closely to the regularity of the 
Greek original : — 

1. Our Father which art in the Heavens ; 

' 2. Thy name be hallowed ; — 
3. Thy kingdom come ; — 

^4. Thy will be done ; — 
5. As in Heaven, so on earth. 

There is, he says, an evident parallelism between 
the ist and 5th lines ; whether we regard the iden- 
tity of the subject-matter, (" in the Heavens," • • . 
" as in heaven,") or the equality of length, there 
being in each line (of the Greek,) precisely ten 
syllables. The three intermediate lines form a very 
beautiful parallel triplet, (2. 3. 4.) ; and according 
to the common construction of language, and especially 
of Hebrew poetry, each line of the triplet equally re- 
fers to the clause, ''as in heaven, so also on the 
earth." So that this first and grandest part of the 
prayer, has for its great object the millenial state of 
the Church ; when God's name sl^all be as purely 
hallowed, his kingdom as thoroughly established, and 
his wUl as perfectly performed,— -on earth as in 
heaven. 

This reference of the words " In earth, as it is in 
heaven," to each of the three petitions, has been al- 
ready hinted at, in the headings of the chapters, where 
the words were placed in brackets after each petition. 
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b, '* The inhabitants of this earth are too apt to for- 
get that they are connected with any beings more per- 
fect than themselves ; and seeing only around them the 
imperfect forms of mortal goodness, they are apt to 
become degraded in their conceptions of the excellence 
that is competent to their nature. What strain of 
supplication, then, could be more wise, or more ap- 
propriate, than that which teaches us that there are 
many purer orders of beings in the universe than 
those which people this world: that we, however, 
though but on the 'footstooV of the Omnipotent, 
are fellow servants with the highest of those ' mini- 
sters' who for ever surround His throne ; and that 
if we are properly alive to the value of our powers, 
we must feel it to be our duty to imitate, as far as 
we may, the perfect excellence of these our higher 
.brethren." 

c. Heaven is the region of blessed spirits. They 
aU and in all things do the will of God. " Bless the 
Lord, ye His angels, that excel in strength, that do 
His commandments, hearkening unto the voice of 
His word. Bless the Lord, all ye His hosts; ye 
ministers of His that do His pleasure.'' They do it 
in the proper manner, readily^ wisely, constantly. 
This is beautifully represented by the figure of the 
"four living creatures," (Ez. and Rev.) Their 
readiness is expressed by the " four wings," and by 



Digitized by 



Google 



126 OHAPTER VIII. 

their '< running and returning as the appearance of a 
flash of lightning." Their wisdom is expressed by 
'^ having the hands of a man under their wings/' and 
by being " full of eyes before and behind." Their 
constancy/ is expressed, for " their feet were straight 
feet," and they " went every one straight forward ; 
whither the Spirit was to go they went ; and they 
turned not as they went." They do God's will per- 
fecUyy without any mixture of sin. Whatever is in 
heaven, has either always been free from sin, or has 
now laid it aside. All things there are perfect. 

We propose as our model these blessed ones in 
heaven, or, as the Talmudists are fond of calling 
ihem, God's highest family, who obey without mur- 
muring the decreeing will of God, glorifying Him 
in all His judgments ; and who cheerfully obey His 
preceptive will in all things, even in those which 
would appear to us exceeding strange. 

d. Thinkest thou that God's name is hallowed at 
least in this place or that, so that one might ccmfi- 
dently cry out concerning it, — Lo here, of lo there I 
Look narrowly whether the Kingdom of honour and 
glory be indeed fiilly come, and pray on ! Thinkest 
thou that the kingdom, too, is come here or there, 
question profoundly whether it be indeed inwardly 
set up in the children of the kingdom, whether they 
do the wUl upon earth as it is done in heaveui 
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voluntarily^ and entirely witbout any evil will or 
device openly or secretly contradicting it: — ^and 
pray on : " As it is in heaven !" There, there is 
no disobedience, nothing disorganized, nothing but 
the will, the kingdom, the honour of God ; among 
the sons of God there is the festive service of those 
who, active in rest, shout for joy in their ranks of 
blessedness. So should it be upon earth : vast is the 
meaning which carries the promise in this prayer far 
above all the stir and tumult of humanity, inviting 
and urging all the children of God to restless wrest* 
ing in praying, and receiving, and fervour to do His 
will 
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" GIVE US THIS DAT, OUR DAILY BREAD.'' 

I. a. The prayer which aims to lift us up to 
heayen does not accomplish that at once but we still 
sink back in our misery — still on earth J it therefore 
sets out again afresh, taking its stand on earth. 
Well might we in the former petitions have essayed, 
" I would go up to Thee in faith I" — the attempt 
would not be in vain and without profit : but its best 
effect was to strengthen and excite us still more ur- 
gently to proceed, — " Come down to me on earth in 
love I" This is the central turning point of transi- 
tion between the two halves of the prayer. 

b. The most symmetrical and beautiful division 
of the number 7, (so often employed in Scripture) is 
into, 3, 1, 3 ; in which the single central term par- 
takes of an intermediate character between the first 
and last group of the three, and forms the connecting 
link, or point of transition betwen them. This we 
find to be the case with the seven petitions of the 
Lord's Prayer ; where the fourth of the seven forms 
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the centre or coQDectiDg link, in which the first three 
are snmmed up and concentrated, and of which the 
last three form the expansion or developement. 
Thus,— 

1. f Thy name be hallowed ; 

2. J Thy kingdom come ; 

3. (^ Thy will be done; 

4. Give us this day our daily bread ; 

5. /And forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
J debtors ; 

6. J And lead us not into temptation ; 

7. V l^ut deliver us from evil ; 

c. It was to be expected that this prayer should 
have a character corresponding, not only to the dig- 
nity of Him who gave it, bat also to the wants of 
those to whom it was given : that it should embody 
petitions which expressed the most important and 
universal and constantly experienced necessities of 
our nature : and that by the comprehensiveness of 
its views, it should leave no wish unexpressed, which 
any humble and well disposed heart, in its daily sup- 
plications, may have occasion to offer. 

Such, accordingly, is the character of the second 
order of petitions which this Prayer contains. For 
the wants of mankind however infinitely varied in 
their individual particularities, may be all reduced to 
the three following orders : they either relate to those 
temporal goods with which we are conversant, and 
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which we feel to have a most important effect upon 
both onr virtue and our happiness : — or they relate to 
those vices and omissions, by which, during our past 
lives, we have degraded our characters, and darkened 
our hopes : — or they respect the failures that may 
be incident to us during the time that is to come, and 
the need we have, during all our future days, of the 
continuance of that grace which alone can enable us 
to escape from sin or to make progress in goodness. 

The petitions, accordingly, which we hav now to 
consider, are in these words : " Give us this day our 
daily bread ; and forgive us our debts as we forgive 
our debtors ; and lead us not into temptation ; but 
deliver us from evil." These Petitions have the two 
following most important characteristics ; namely, 
that, in the first place, they express no want which 
we may not mention with perfect propriety, after we 
have first brought our minds into that submissive 
state which the preceding part of the prayer is fitted 
to produce ; and, secondly^ that they embrace, when 
taken together, all the wants that are really incident 
to our nature, or that any individual, who has a be- 
coming regard to his own progress in what is good, can 
feel disposed to express in the presence of his Creator. 

Give us . . . Bread. 
II. a. " In this petition we profess, by the word 
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\ give/ our belief that we are dependent upon the 
Almighty, not only for our existence, but for all the 
temporal advantages that minister to our comfort. It 
was obviously of the highest importance that this 
feeling should be maintained in our minds by being 
incorporated with our daily prayer. For there is 
scarcely anything more indicative of the low state, 
as to religious feeling, into which the great multi- 
tude of mankind have fallen, than the fact that we 
are all apt to forget our dependence upon God for our 
daily blessings. We seem to think that whatever 
we enjoy has been the acquisition of our own labour, 
or at least the result of our own good fortune ; and 
though we see many around us who are our equals 
in all that piety and faith, and devout submission to 
the will of God, which really constitute human worth, 
who are at the same time struggling with difficulties 
from which we are exempted, and borne down by 
difficulties we have never known ; we are yet all apt, 
in our habitual way of thinking, to imagine that it 
was our own worth that procured for us all the good 
things that have befallen us in life. This first of the 
more particular petitions, therefore, which this prayer 
contains, was evidently intended to counteract this 
feeling, by reminding us that it is to the good provi- 
dence of God alone that we can look for the continu- 
ance of any of our blessings.'' 
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b. Our Lord assames the existence, in His people, 
of anxiety for their earthly wants. Ahont his hodily 
welfare the Christian cannot hut he solicitous. It is 
his duty to give attention to it. His obligations to 
society ; i;he claims of those dependent on him ; the 
vigour even of his mind, and the service of his God ; 
all make the sustentation of his animal life and health 
and strength, of indispensible importance to him. 
Nothing is more mistaken than to assume that the 
care of our better part requires the sacrifice of the 
tabernacle in which it dwells ; that to follow Christ 
we must turn our back upon the occupations of the 
world ; and to reach the joys of heaven must make a 
wilderness of earth. There is nothing incompatible 
with piety in the inherent impulse for self-preserva- 
tion. There is nothing even lowering to true piety 
in a due attention to it. Christ knows your pressing 
wants. Christ assumes that you cannot but be 
anxious and disturbed. Christ has urged yon, there- 
fore, by a parable of wondrous condescension, " al- 
ways to pray and not to faint." And Christ has just 
put into your mouth the words of such a prayer ; 
amidst the pressure of such necessity, providing for 
your daily use the expression of your daily solici- 
tude, — " Give us this day our daily bread." There 
is, I believe, a want of prayer with reference to tem- 
poral things, a neglect* of opening them out unre- 
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«ervedly before God, which leaves us a prey to all 
the peevishuess of suppressed desire, and makes us 
<:arr7 in our bosoms an unextracted rankling thorn ; 
the remedy for which, the only remedy, in small af- 
fairs as well as in great, in the petty vexations of each 
several day, as well as in rare emergencies, is ** in 
«very thing by prayer and supplication" to make our 
*' requests known unto God." 

e. It is the will of God that man should consist of 
a body and a soul united. For both parts He has 
laid down His laws, that in both the image of His 
holiness might be seen. To both He has promised 
rewards, that in both His truth and goodness might 
shine. On both He bestows the acts of His bounty, 
that both might form a mirror of His providence. 
Nay, Christ Himself obeyed and suffered, both in 
soul and body, that He might not only bless our soul, 
but might make our body " like unto His glorious 
body." Since, therefore, both parts of us are so 
much the objects of the Divine care, we are bound by 
the Divine example to take care of both. But the 
soul is by far the noblest part of us, and the blessings 
which it is capable of enjoying are solid and eternal ; 
while the enjoyments of the body, besides being 
greatly inferior, are frail and perishing. Much greater 
solicitude, therefore, from the very nature of the case, 
18 due to the soul than to the body. We may even 
go {jBurther, and assert that the body ought scarcely, 
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if ever, to be the object of our care, except for the 
express purpose of bestowing its own peculiar kind of 
preparation for aiding the soul in its great work,— -of 
hallowing the name of God, bj advancing His king- 
dom, and doing His will. Hence, it follows, that the 
duty of man is properly performed in all its parts, 
and that his highest happiness is attained, when he. 
glorifies God both in soul and in body. But it equally 
follows that it is a part of our duty to take care that 
the body shall not be deprived of its vigour, which is 
necessary for the service of the soul and of God. 
But it would be deprived of its vigour if it did 
not receive a sufficiency of food, and of other means 
necessary for the support and nourishment of animal 
life. These statements, I think, are beyond all con- 
troversy, and deserve to regulate the meditations and 
conduct of Christian men. 

Now, the Lord's Prayer is justly believed by us to 
be the most perfect of all prayers. But the most 
perfect prayer must include all the blessings neces* 
sary to the happiness of the whole man : and that 
again requires that the body shall receive those 8up« 
plies without which what deserves the name of life 
cannot be maintained. It seems proper, therefore, 
that the most perfect prayer shall not altogether leave 
out those blessings which relate to animal life. But 
as the mind of man has a natural leaning to excess 
in this direction, it is equally to be expected that the 
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wisdom of Christ shall conyey such a petition in the 
fewest possible words, so as to prevent the mind from 
dwelling longer than is necessary on the subject, — 
shall express it in a manner fitted to encourage mode- 
ration, — and shall place it in that order which may 
shew that the enjoyments of the body are of the low- 
est rank, and are not entitled to be the subject of 
prayer with any other view than to prepare man for 
higher enjoyments. All these views I see exempli- 
fied with the highest intelligence in the fourth Peti- 
tion, " Give us this day our daily bread," 

d. As to this petition. It is remarkable, that it is 
limited to the means of supporting our daily existence. 
We are not permitted to ask anything beyond the 
necessaries that may maintain life ; and by this limi- 
tation, it was evidently the purpose of our Lord to 
suggest to ui, not only that the desire of any farther 
earthly blessings is unfit to be expressed before the 
hearer of prayer, but that, as moral and immortal 
beings, we have wants of a far more momentous na- 
ture than any that relate merely to our corporeal 
frame. 

There is a very beautiful agreement between the 
sfnrit of this petition and all the other declarations of 
our Lord upon the same general topic. For in the 
moderation which characterizes this petition, we see 
embodied in our daily form of supplication, a series 
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of remarks to which our Saviour often directed the 
attention of His disciples ; namely, that all anxiety 
respecting the afi&irs of this life is an unhecoming 
distrust of the good providence of God ; that, as moral 
heings, our chief solicitude ought to be, that we may 
always be doing the will of God : and that, while we 
are actuated by this nobler ambition, we may have 
perfect reliance on the beneficence of our Creator, 
who is intimately acquainted with all the circum- 
stances of our condition, and who will su£fer us to be 
in want of nothing that is really good for us. 

e. It was the pleasure of our Lord to place this 
bread in the middle of the prayer, that we may both 
begin and end with spiritual matters, — knowing as 
we do, that we ought to pray for earthly blessings, 
solely for the purpose of being better prepared to 
pursue our journey to the kingdom of heaven. 

/. This petition stands in the midst of purely 
spiritual supplications, and hence implies a spiritual 
direction of mind in the suppliant. 

g. Earthly bread, is only included in this petition ; 
and by no means is it to be admitted that the children 
of the Father are not to think of more than this in the 
word of Jesus. A petition only for earthly bread, we 
insist, would interrupt the course of the whole prayer 
for spiritual gifts ; and would neither have connec- 
tion with the preceding, nor be a fit transition to the 
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following petitions. What our Lord says in Mat. vi. 
33, must be the key to the exposition here ; it is in 
the sense of that saying that He commands ns to pray 
for bread. As certainly as the weak beginners begin 
with the earthly bread, a prayer which is granted to 
us all ; so certainly must the petition have a wider 
meaning for such as no longer, at least in many an 
" Our Father," care for, or ask for, earthly bread, 
because they know that it already falls to their por- 
tion. Or are there none who thus petition, and who 
find out what farther the Lord intends, their hunger 
and thirst after righteonsness interpreting the word, — 
thus : " Give us the bread of Thy Strength, the Gift 
of Thy Grace, which we need, that we may live in 
Thee, and to Thee V* To them, indeed, the distinction 
between the one and the other vanishes, and this may 
indicate the truest and most consistent use of this 
petition ; they care only to say, " Give us Thy Gifts, 
Father, that we may possess and enjoy them ; fill 
Thou all our human need, whether of body or of soul." 
But as much as the soul is more than the body, we 
should learn to give the pre-eminence to the spiritual 
in our thought, and in our prayer. 

h. This daily bread is truly Christ Himself. But 
thou canst draw no utility, nor derive any advantage 
whatever from Him, unless God set Him forth before 
thee in the Word, so that thou mayest be able to 
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hear Him, and onderstand and know Him. For 
what will it profit thee to know that He sitteth in 
heaven, or that He is signified under the figure of 
bread? He must be distributed to thee, set before 
thee, and brought unto thee in the Word, — that Word 
which teacheth inwardly, while it soundeth outwardly. 
Behold this is in truth the Word of God — Christ is 
the Bread — ^the Word of God is the bread ; and yet 
they are one bread ; because Christ is in the Word, 
and the Word is in Christ. To believe in the Word, 
is to eat this bread. And to whomsoever God giveth 
this bread, " he shall live for ever." 

t. We are able to understand the prayer, " Give 
us this day our daily bread," in a spiritual sense. 
For Christ is our bread, because Christ is life, and 
bread is life. '' I am the bread of life," He saith : 
And a little before, " the bread is the word of the 
living God which came down from heaven." Then 
again, because in the bread is understood His body, 
" This is My body." Wherefore in praying for 
daily bread, we pray to be perpetually in Christ, and 
undivided from His body. 

j. We pray that this bread may be given us daily, 
in order that we who are in Christ, and daily receive 
the Eucharist as the food of salvation, may not be 
separated firom Christ's body, by reason of any griev- 
ous sin, so that we should be prohibited from par- 
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taking of the heavenly bread. For Christ Himself 
tells as, '' I am the bread of life which came down 
from heaven. If any one shall eat of My bread he 
shall live for ever ; but the bread which I will give 
him is My flesh for life eternal." 

Daily. 

III. a, Christ has taught us not to be careful about 
the food and raiment of the body, but to think only 
about the necessity of the present day's food. And 
this, indeed, would be a good exercise of faith, if a 
man should learn to pray for to-day's bread only, and 
should know how to trust God for all things besides. 
Not that we ought not to labour for our temporal 
food and profit ; but that an over anxious care may 
not distress us ; as though we could not be fed with- 
out our being filled with cares and straits about it. 
Thus our labour itself may be more a service for God, 
and undertaken to avoid idleness, and to fulfil that com- 
mandment which God gave to our first parents — " In 
the sweat of thy brow shalt thou eat bread." It 
should rather be thus, I say, than that we should be 
filled with cares and anxieties about the way in 
which we are to be sustained ; for God will properly 
provide for that, if we do but labour simply and ac- 
cording to His commandment. 

h. It is true that this condemns not a due provi- 
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dence in men for tbemselyes and their families, in a 
just and moderate way. But men deceive them* 
selves in this, lew staj there, but under that name 
harbonr gross avarice and earthliness: But in this 
word we have the true temper of a Christian mind, 
that whatsoever is his own lawful providence, and 
whatsoever is the success of it, what he lives and re- 
lies on is the providence of God, not his own. He 
lives upon that from one day to another, as a child 
in his Other's house; and for provision for aUter- 
wards thinks it as good in God's hand as if it were 
in his own ; and therefore asks not so much stock, or 
so much yearly revenue, but " bread for to-day." If 
he have much land, or great revenues, yet he trusts 
no more in that, than if he had nothing ; and if he 
have bread for to-day, and nothing for to-morrow (as 
the Israelites had manna), yet he trusts no less in 
God than if he had thousands. He resolves thus : 
whether I have much or little, I am at God's pro- 
viding, and live upon that from day to day ; '^ The 
Lord is my shepherd I shall not want." 

Our Saviour tells us, if we will believe Him, 
" man's life doth not consist in the abundance of the 
things he possesseth." There is something necessary 
we can see, and truly that is not much ; and what 
more than serves, many times proves an encum- 
brance. One staff will help a man in his way, but a 
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bmi41e of staves would burden and weaiy bim. 
Would men but stop a little, and ask tbemselveS| 
what is this I do? What do I aim at in all my tur- 
mml? it might possibly recall them. Would they 
but hear Solomon's question, and tell him, *' what 
good the rich haye of possessing more they use, but 
only the beholding of them with their eyes?" If 
there be anything more, it is more care and trouble. 
He that hath a hundred rooms, hath but one body ; 
he can lodge but in one at once. He that might haye 
sea and land ransacked for delicates of his table, 
hath but one appetite to serve with them alL Then 
consider that beyond the bounds of this petition', if a 
man once pass, there be no bounds after ; he knows 
not where to stay. One thousand would have some- 
thing more to save it unspent ; and when that grows 
a little, it is best even to make another thousand and 
save that too, and fall a scraping for more. And if 
this is always a frenzy, most of all in these times. 

c. We are reminded by this word " daily " of the 
uncertainty of our earthly life, that we might with 
every " to-day" reach the term of our course, and 
know no morrow; and thus there is reference to 
a need that goes beyond this life. But that we 
ne^^our food for every " to-day," the word " daily," 
boldly acknowledges. The Father gives it without 
prayer even to the evil, and adds to it much more 
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beside ; but His own cbildren may not thus only re- 
ceive it ; they bring with them the prayer to which 
they are bound as the expression of their thankfid" 
nesSj as acknowledgement of their obligation. They 
also should remember that God may at any mpment 
withdraw what He hath given, and consequently 
their " give" includes—" continue and preserve it to 
us." Thus poor and rich are alike petitioners before 
God's gate, all the care of poverty, and all the secu- 
rity of possession, being alike dissolved in this duly 
asking and receiving. 

Our 

IV. a. This " Our," points to the duty of commu- 
nication and fellowship ; since, as in " our" and " us," 
we pray with and for one another, so we may not 
hold anything that we receive exclusively and covet- 
ously for ourselves alone. — " Break thy bread to the 
hungry." 

b. Whea we pray that our bread may be given us, 
we are taught industry. We call it our bread, which 
implies that it is to be procured by our own labour. 
None but a madman will expect that the ravens will 
bring him bread and flesh, though this once happened 
to Elijah, as we are informed by sacred history. 
Every man must labour in his calling to earn his 
daily bread. In the state of innocence, God had 
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given to man a garden filled with everything delicious, 
which he was appointed " to dress and keep." Even 
at that period when Nature produced everything spon- 
taneously, man was not permitted to eat his bread in 
total idleness. After the fall, a sentence was pro- 
nounced on the human race, '' In the sweat of thy 
face thou shalt eat bread ; " and this is the " sore 
travail which God hath given to the sons of man to 
be exercised therewith." The Son of God Himself, 
our great preserver, before entering on the public 
discharge of His prophetical office, appears to have 
supported Himself, and the &mily to which He be- 
longed, by labouring as a mechanic ; for His coun- 
trymen were wont to say of Him, not only, " Is not 
this the carpenter's son ?" but, " Is not this the car- 
penter f" The liberty of the Gospel does not exempt 
us from the obligation to toil. It frees believers, in- 
deed, from that kind of distress which is the result of 
unpardoned guilt, and from the bondage of the things 
of this world, and restrains us from pursuing them 
with excessive ardour, — but does not remove the ne- 
cessity of diligence in our calling. Paul, though an 
Apostle, and most diligent in the discharge of that 
office, refused to '' eat any man's bread for naught ; 
but wrought night and day, that he might not be 
chargeable to any." He did so with the express de- 
sign of holding out an example to other Christians. 
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'* Not because we have not power, but to make our- 
selves an example unto you to follow us." It is one 
of the commands he addressed to the Churches, ** For 
even when we were with you, this we commanded 
you, that if any would not work, neither should he 
eat. For we hear that there are some which walk 
among you disorderly, working not at all, but are 
busy bodies. Now them that are such, we command 
and exhort by our Lord Jesus Christ, that with quiet- 
ness they work and eat their own bread" Let no 
man then practise hypocrisy by adducing Christian 
liberty, or the pursuit of better things, as the pretext 
for his indolence. It is unworthy of a pious man to 
abstain from every exertion for himself and his fiskmily, 
and then to '* eat the bread of idleness.'' 

c. '^ Man lifts his imploring empty hand to heaven 
and God lays upon it work" — thus hast thou thy 
bread. Labour is the true way of asking and re- 
ceiving bread, according to God's original appoint- 
ment for man, in Gen. iii. 19 ; *' In the sweat of thy 
face shalt thou eat bread." 

d. We are also taught justice. That bread is not 
our own which we seize by violent, secret, or dis- 
honest means, out of the hands of those to whom it 
had been given, or appeared to be destined by the 
providence of God. We are not sincere in praying 
that God may give it to us, i^ instead of waiting till 
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God gives it, we take it violently into our own hands, 
in defiance of the laws of justice and charity. It 
would be a mockery and open contempt of the Su- 
preme Being, if any person who heaped up wealth by 
dishonest means, should dare to representit as having 
been bestowed by the goodness of God. Let the dis- 
ciples of Christ beware of taking out of the hands of 
their brethren, by any kind of dishonest transaction, 
that bread which they supplicate as the gift of God. 
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" AND FORGIVE US OUR DEBTS, AS WE FORGIVE OUR 
DEBTORS." 

And. 
I. The following petitions, strictly united as they 
are by " And" assuredly are designed to give a more 
detailed explanation of the general " Oive us" which 
preceded. This " And^" appears to have a twofold 
sense of connection, whether the one or the other 
meaning of bread is assured. If thy thoughts rested 
simply in the idea of bodily necessity, this " And " 
eomes immediately to excite the acknowledgement 
which is needful to the humility of that prayer : But 
we are altogether unworthy of what we ask ; we have 
not deserved to receive, but must expect it only from 
His mercy. Thus the prayer placed in thy lips con- 
strains thee, immediately after thou hast paid thy 
bodily need its tribute, to bring to God thy sours 
need likewise ; the continuous '' And" becoming a 
self-recollecting " Also" penetrating forcibly the 
heart and conscience. '' Of what avail, " thou shouldst 
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Bay in thy heart, '' is the food which perisheth, if 
thou didst not in addition, and more specially^ heal 
the hurt of my soul, in order to life and refreshment 
of my inner man." 

If, on the other hand, thou hast as a disciple of 
Jesus lifted up thy prayer (according to His instruc- 
tion and exhortation elsewhere), for *' the bread which 
Cometh down from heaven,'' then is the '^ And '' a 
mere transition to the more express acknowledgement 
and specification of that which thou meanest, and re- 
quirest, and prayest for, and receivest, by that prayer 
for the bread of the soul. 

Forgive us our debts. 
II. a. That which is here called " debts^'' St. Luke 
hath " sinsf^ and, in the observation our Saviour af- 
terwards adds, they are called '' trespasses y Now 
sin^ as it is called a debt, is taken for the guiltiness 
of sin, which is no other than to owe the suffering of 
punishment, or an obligement to the curse which the 
law hath pronounced against sin ; and because this 
results so immediately from sin, therefore sin is often 
put for the engagement to punishment. So then the 
debt of sin being the tie to punishment which follows 
upon it, the forgiving of sin can be no other than the 
acquitting of a man from that curse ; setting him iree 
from that debt, his engagement to suffer. 
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b. 1. This petition takes it for granted that we 
who offer it are sinners^ and in need of mercy. SoUh 
mon informs us, '* There is no man that sinneth not ;" 
none " who can, truly, say, I have made my heart 
clean, I am pure from sin;'' and, that '* there is not 
a just man upon earth who doeth good and sinneth 
not." And holy Job inquires, " What is man that 
he should be clean, or he that is bom of woman that 
he should be righteous ?" The prayer of the Psalmist 
is, ^' Enter not Thou into judgment with Thy ser- 
vant, Lord, for in Thy sight shall no man living 
be justified." St. James saith, that *' in many things 
we offend all;" and St. John, that, '* if we say we 
have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is 
not in us." By all which Scriptures it is evident 
that this remission of sins is necessary not for a few 
only, but for all Christ's disciples ; that they are not 
only humbly but also truly, to confess that they are 
sinners ; and that if they deny it they '* lie, and the 
truth is not in them." 

b. 2. This petition further implies a sense of sin — 
of the evil of its very essence, what St. Paul calls 
the exceeding sinfulness of sin. 

In endeavouring to produce this impression (says 
Prof. Blunt), I would endeavour to create, first, a per- 
ception of the true character of sin in itself by draw- 
ing attention to the misery it produces in the natural 
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world — the range of its miBchief indicating its own 
proper malignity-^noting how often a single breach 
of truth proves the letting oat of a flood of bitter 
waters, which poison a feunily, or a neighbourhood, for 
years or for ages — how often a single act of violence, 
spite, or contempt, begets reprisals and counter re- 
prisals, till a household, a parish, or a kingdom, is 
rent by discord and revenge — how often a single in- 
stance of intemperance entails disease and death, not 
merely on the individual, but on generations that 
spring from him, and difPuses collateral suffering on 
kindred, connexions, and friends, there is no reckoning 
how far ! Indeed if we could sift the misdeeds of by- 
gone times, and trace with precision the caune and 
consequence through the chain of years, what a moral 
lesson, no doubt, would the investigation develope ! 
In what numerous instances, for example, would the 
spectres, which our hospitals and madhouses contain, 
be found to owe their present hopeless state to the 
sins of forefathers (if not of their own), whose names 
even they had never heard of ; but which have per- 
severingly hung upon the Une of their perpetrators I 
" It is for Saul and for his bloody house, because he 
slew the Gibeonites." 

Again, I would represent the irremediable charac- 
ter of much of this evil, as still marking the intensity 
of the pernicious principle, — I would urge the pangs 
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of a oonscieiice in which sin has left its sting to fester, 
as still an argument of its real natnre, pangs terrible 
beyond any that can be named, for they c^n make 
death itself welcome, and even forestall its iqpproach. 
I woold touch upon the torrent of calamity which the 
first sin of all, one single sinj brought upon the world ; 
and observe, that it is not easy to see how that one 
sin, which wronght all this wide- wasting woe, was in 
itself worse than hundreds of sins which are commit- 
ted every day. I would remark on an Eternity of 
punishment being the measure annexed by God, to 
the sins of a limited life, perhaps a short life, as still 
implying (the more so, because not an isolated pro- 
position, but harmonizing with all these other conclu- 
sions), that there must be something in the nature of 
sin inconceivably offensive to God. I would press 
the same view of it, from the amount of the sacrifice 
necessary for purchasing relief from it. I say neces- 
sar^j for it is to be presumed that no less or lower a 
price would suffice, than the humiliation and death of 
the Son of God, fi:om the form of the prayer which 
He offered up, ^' if it be possible^ let this cup pass 
from me ; " and which was negatived. I would speak 
of the very different complexion sin could not fail to 
wear in the sight of God (a Being all pure), and in 
the sight of man (a being so greatly polluted) ; inso- 
much that, whilst our eyes not only see through a 
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glass darkly, but through a glass disooloured, it is 
scarcely possible we can do justice to the degree of 
this difference. I would endeavour to approximate 
to this, by observing, that as a matter of fact, in pro- 
portion as a man becomes more holy, t. e. becomes 
more like God, the aspect of sin becomes more repul- 
sive even to him, and that the argument may be pur- 
sued in imagination up to God Himself. And that 
accordingly, whenever Scripture ascribes to the Deity 
the terrible passions of man, in order to convey to 
man, in perhaps the only inteUigible way, some faint 
notion of the emotions of the Divine mind (if I may 
so speak with reverence) — grief, hatred, jealousy, 
wrath, indignation, fury, vengeance — it is ever with 
a reference to »n, as their exciting cause. 

c. Sin being therefore in its own nature so loath- 
some and dangerous, its forgiveness is and must ever 
be the first nourishment and refreshment, the first 
gift of God's Grace even to His children. To them, 
indeed, the whole Lord's prayer is more properly 
given, for only they can truly say " Our Father." 
The first cry and supplication of a returning prodigal 
son, does not so appertain to the Lord's Prayer as to 
find its place first of all in this fifth petition. That 
has been uttered brforCj and independently of it ; — " I 
am not worthy to call Thee Father." The confidence 
of an enjoyed reconciliation is presupposed in the in- 
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YocatioD, and in the three first petitions which are 
developed from it. He whose conscience is first 
aroused to repent of, and turn from his sins and mis- 
deeds by the fifth petition (though it may, indeed, 
condescend to the exertion of this influence), has at 
least uttered all that precedes without sincerity and 
truth. This itself has added to his sin, and it would 
have been better for him to have begun with '^ forgive 
me" before, in order that he might be included in the 
" Our,^^ Hence, our Lord does not say here, — our 
sin and iniquity, — or our transgressions, but He uses 
a milder expression, " debts." We may, indeed, say 
that his first forgiveness every man must supplicate 
alone, for himself {my sin, my sins I) he may not 
sooner include his own absolution in the wide and 
general '^ our^^ and should not cast in his unrepented 
sin at once with the petition which the congregation 
of God's children here present. This petition refers 
rather to a daily -recurring need like the fourth peti- 
tion, which is needful even for the children of God. 
Under this word " debts," is included all that over 
which the saints have yet to mourn, down to the 
minutest shortcoming and intermission in doing good, 
and in the practice of mercy, down to the most secret 
defect of unholiness or imperfection in good works. 
And if we should imagine that the overlooking of 
such infirmity in us is necessarily to be supposed. 
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and taken for granted, this petition at once strikes 
down all such rising thoughtlessness, presumption, and 
pride, by teaching us that the remains of sin in us 
require the same forgiveness, through grace, that we 
received at first. 

d. Our sins are represented as a debt by which we 
have subjected ourselves to the inflictions of the divine 
law. For that which we were bound to have paid 
to God, was a life of perfect and ceaseless obedience, 
for the glorious situation into which He has been 
pleased to call us, for the many blessings with which 
He is daily surrounding us, and for the greater bene- 
fits which are hereafter to be conferred upon us, if 
we act as becomes our situation in existence. But 
instead of all this, we have been rebellious and dis- 
obedient ; we have on innumerable occasions, " done 
those things which we ought not to have done, and 
left undone those things which we ought to have 
done '" we have become debtors, therefore, in the 
deepest and most fearful of all accounts, and our only 
hope of being freed from this guilt, must rest on the 
free foigiveness and tender mercy of God. 

Therefore has our Saviour taught us to pray, 
" Forgive us our debts." It is only the expectation 
of such forgiveness that can encourage us to approach 
the Father of our Spirits with the affection that be- 
comes us as His penitent children ; can take from us 
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that great darkness which has settled on our spirits, 
from the remembrance of our many acts of transgres- 
sion ; or can enable us to peceive, in this scene of 
our probation, and in the thousand blessings by which 
it has been enriched, an earnest of the glories of that 
far richer inheritance which is reserved in heaven for 
the pure in heart 

e. In this prayer our Saviour says nothing of the 
ground of pardon, nor of asking forgiveness in His 
name. The time had not yet come for clearer and 
more explicit instructions. They had never yet come 
into the Divine presence upon the merit of that sacri- 
fice ctctuaU^ offered, the blood of that atonement 
actually shed, and abeady fresh and flowing on the 
altar of justice. It was subsequent to giving them 
this model of supplication, that He said, ^' Hitherto 
ye have asked nothing in My name." But our Lord 
then continues His sentence, " Ask and ye shall re- 
ceive, that your joy may be full." This is our pri- 
vilege. To us, '^ the veil of the temple has been rent 
in twain from the top to the bottom ;" we come not 
with the blood of bulls and of goats, but with the 
blood of His great sacrifice, which never loses its 
efficacy, which is always as it were newly shed, as- 
suring us that we ask not in vain, when we pray, 
" Forgive us our debts." 

/. Here you must understand that as our Saviour 
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was most earnest and fervent in teacHing us how to 
pray, and call upon God for aid and help, and for 
things necessary hoth to onr souls and bodies ; so the 
devil, that old serpent, with no less diligence, endea- 
vours to hinder and stop our prayers, that we shall 
not call upon God. And amongst other hindrances, 
he has one especially wherewith he thinks to keep us 
from prayer, which is the remembrance of our sins. 
When he perceives us to be disposed to pray, he comes 
with his crafty and subtle conveyances, saying, what, 
wilt thou pray unto God for aid and help ? Enowest 
thou not that thou art a wicked sinner, and a trans- 
gressor of the law of God ? Look rather to be damned, 
and judged for thy ill-doings, than to receive any 
benefit at His hands. Wilt thou call Him Father, 
who is so holy a God, and thou so wicked and miser- 
able a sinner ? 

This the devil will say, and trouble our minds, to 
stop and hinder us from prayer ; and so to give us 
occasion not to pray unto God. In this temptation 
we must seek for some remedy and comfort ; for the 
devil puts us in remembrance of our sins, to keep ns 
from prayer and invocation of God. The remedy for 
this temptation, is to call our Saviour to remembrance, 
who has taught us to say this prayer ; He knew His 
Father's pleasure. He knew what He did. When He 
commanded us to call God our Father, He knew we 
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should find &tberly affection in God towards us. 
Call this, I say, to remembrance, and again remem- 
ber that our Saviour hath cleansed, through His 
passion, all our sins, and taken away all our wicked- 
ness ; so that as many as believe in Him shall be 
the children of Grod. In such wise let us strive and 
fight against the temptations of the devil, who would 
not have us call upon God because we are sinners. 
Catch thou hold of our Saviour, believe in Him, be as- ' 
sured in thy heart, that He, with His suffering, took 
away all our sins. Consider again that our Saviour calls 
us to prayer, and commands us to pray. Our sins hin- 
der us, and withdraw us from prayer, but our Saviour 
makes them nothing ; when we believe in Him, it is 
like as if we had no sins. For He changes with us, 
He takes our sins and wickedness firom us, and gives 
unto us His holiness, righteousness, justice, fulfilling 
of the law ; and so, consequently, everlasting life : 
so that we are like as if we had done no sins at all ; 
for His righteousness stands us in as good stead, as 
though we of ourselves had fulfilled the law to the 
uttermost. 

Therefore our sins cannot hinder us, nor withdraw 
us firom prayer ; for they are gone, they are no sins, 
they cannot be hurtful to us. Christ dying for us, 
as all the Scripture, both of the New and Old Testa- 
ment witnesseth ; '' He hath taken away our sor- 
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sorrows/' Like as when I owe unto a man a hun- 
dred poiHids ; the day is expired, he will have his 
money ; I have it not, and for lack of it, I am laid in 
prison. In such distress comes a good friend and 
saith, Sir, he of good cheer, I will pay thy dehts ; 
and forthwith payeth the whole sum, and setteth me 
at liberty. Such a friend is our Saviour ; lie has 
paid our debts and set us at liberty ; else we should 
have been damned world without end, iit everlasting 
prison and darkness. Therefore, when our sins con- 
demn us, yet when we allege Christ and believe in 
Him, our sins shall not hurt us. For St. John saith, 
" We have an Advocate with God the Father, Jesus 
Christ the righteous." 0, it is a comfortable thing 
that we have an access unto God I Let us therefore 
not give over prayer, but stick to it. Let us rather 
believe Christ our Saviour than the devil, who " was 
a liar from the beginning." 

g. Although the way in which our Saviour Christ 
could make satisfeu^on for our guilt, and in His short 
life and one death, could make atonement for the 
eternal guilt and punishment due to all our sins, will 
always be to a great extent mysterious ; yet some 
of the difficulty of understanding it may perhaps be 
cleared away, if we observe how the forgiving of 
guilt differs in reality from the payment of debt. 
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This it of course does in some points ; even while 
the resemblance is strong enough to make debts dis- 
charged the best general representative of guilt for- 
given. 

By sinning we do not then so properly contract a 
debt^ as a guilty or obnoxiousness to punishment; 
which two things (debt and guilt), will admit these 
di&rences ; (1.) That if another person is willing to 
pay my debt, the creditor cannot justly refuse his 
paying it for me, or complain that he is not satisfied, 
when the whole is paid ; but let another be never 
80 willing to suffer for my offence, he can make no 
satisfeiction for it, unless the ruler is willing to admit 
him to suffer in my stead. Hence, (2.) The creditor 
does no act of grace by admitting payment from an- 
other ; and if that other pay the whole debt for me, 
he can require no more conditions for my discharge : 
but the ruler, against whose laws I have personally 
offended, does me an act of grace in admitting an- 
other to suffer in my stead, and need not do this ex- 
cept on reasonable conditions. And, (3.) Debts are 
not properly discharged unless the full amount is 
paid, or something exactly equal in value is given 
up instead; but satisfaction for sins may be made in any 
way which the offended ruler may appoint, and may 
approve of as sufficient to preserve his own honour as 
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a lawgiver, and to deter us and others from repeating 
these offences, by raising up feelings of fear and love 
towards himself. 

Applying these illustrations to our Saviour Christ's 
atonement, we may clearly see how it satisfies the 
conditions on which the Great Ruler of Heaven and 
Earth can forgive sins. It is voluntarily appointed 
and approved of by Him : it is sufficient both for pre- 
serving His honour as a lawgiver ; and al'so for turn- 
ing the forgiven sinner away from sin, by raising up 
in his breast feelings of penitent fear and grateful 
love towards his forgiving God. 

h. The incarnation of Christ was for a purpose 
which God alone could accomplish, and God Himself 
could accomplish in no other way. It was for the 
execution of a plan which Divine Wisdom could alone 
contrive; — Divine love and almighty power could 
alone effect. It was to rescue those from endless 
misery whom Divine Justice (which, because it is 
mere and very justice, must be inflexible), demanded 
for its victims. 

The Doctrine of the Incarnation in its whole amount 
is this : That one^ of the three persons of the God- 
head was united to a man (t. e. to a human body, and 
a human soul, in the person of Jesus), in order to 
expiate the guilt of the whole human race, original 
and actual, by the merit, death, and sufferings of the 
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man so united to the Godhead. This atonement was 
the end of the Incarnation ; and the two articles re- 
ciprocate ; for an incarnation is implied and presup- 
posed in the Scriptural doctrine of atonement, as the 
necessary means to the end. For, if satisfaction was 
to be made to Divine Justice for the sins of men, bj 
vicarious obedience and vicarious sufferings, in such 
a way (and in no other way could it be consistent 
with Divine wisdom), as might attach the pardoned 
offender to God's service, upon a principle of love 
and gratitude — ^it was essential to this plan, that God 
Himself should take a principal part in all that His 
justice required to be done and suffered, to make room 
for His mercy ; and the Divine nature itself being 
incapable of suffering, it was necessary to the scheme 
of pardon, that the Godhead, should condescend to 
unite to itself the nature capable of suffering. 

For admit that either an imperfect man, or an in- 
carnate angel, had been able to pay the forfeit for 
us ; and suppose that the forfeit had been paid by a 
person thus distinct and separate from the Godhead ; 
what effect would have been produced, by a pardon 
so obtained, in the mind of the pardoned offender? 
Joy, no doubt, for an unexpected deliverance from 
impending vengeance, — ^love for the person, man, or 
angel, who had wrought the deliverance, — ^remorse 
that his crimes had involved another's innocence in 



Digitized by 



Google 



FIFTH PETITION. 161 

misery ; bat certainly no attachment to the service 
of the Sovereign. The deliverer might have been 
loved ; but the Being whose justice exacted the satis- 
faction, would have remained the object of mere fear, 
unmixed with love, or rather of fear mixed with 
aversion. Pardon thus obtained could never have 
filled the repentant sinner's bosom with that love of 
God which alone can qualify an intelligent creature 
for the enjoyment of the Creator's presence. This 
could only be effected by the wonderful scheme in 
which '* Mercy and Truth" are made to ** kiss each 
other;" — when the same God ^o in one person 
exacts the punishment, in another Himself sustains 
it ; and thus makes His own mercy pay the satisfac- 
tion to His own justice. 

So essential was the Incarnation of the Son of God 
to the effectual atonement of man's guilt by the shed- 
ding of His blood. 

t. Ere you can love God you must see Him to be 
lovely ; and this is a vision which the terrors of un- 
expiated guilt, and the sense of a ** controversy" with 
God, are sure to scare away. It is the Gospel, and 
it alone, that resolves this obstruction ; — ^nor am I 
aware of any other expedient by which the first and 
greatest law — love-— can be established within us, 
than by accepting the call of that Gospel wherein He 
is propounded as a " just God and a Saviour." The 
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view of God, out of Christ, awakens terror. We 
there see Him as a lawgiver armed to destroy us — 
a God of sacredness, whose hostility against sin is 
unappeased and unappeasable — a judge sitting in the 
high state of his affronted dignity, and roused to an 
act of vengeance on the creatures who had renounced 
His authority, and cast despite and defiance upon 
His throne. It is thus that the thought of God stirs 
up images of dread and disturbance in the bosom, 
amid which the love of God most assuredly cannot 
dwell ; and it is not till this dark imagery gives place 
to another view, and another aspect, of the Divinity — 
it is not till the Mediator steps between, and we see 
that economy of wisdom and grace by which the law 
has been disarmed and yet the lawgiver pacified — 
it is not till we behold Him as God '^ in Christ," 
through whom truth and mercy have met together, 
and good- will to men has been made most firmly and 
harmoniously to unite with glory to God in the high- 
est — ^it is not till then, that the great moral revolu- 
tion is brought about in the sinner's hearty of a love 
for that Being whom he before stood afraid of ; and 
a regard for that awful but now amiable Deity, who, 
in the Gospel of Jesus Christ, stands forth in all the 
graces of His manifested kindness towards a guilty 
world. Let but this persuasion find entrance into 
the bosom, and it will clear away the distrust and 
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the alienation, and, I will add, the hatred, that had 
before the possession and the mastery therein. We 
believe in the love that God has to us, and we love 
Him back again. It is His good will to us acting 
upon our gratitude to Him — a good- will, however, 
which must be perceived and trusted in, ere the re- 
sponding emotion is awakened in our hearts. 

And that this love be perennial in our hearts, 
there must be a constant reference to the truth which 
first inspired it. The way to aliment and perpetuate 
the one, is to detain the other, and let it be the habi- 
tual topic of our fondest contemplation. To brighten 
your love, ever think of God as He stands forth to 
the believer's eye in His own revelation — ^as abun- 
dant in mercy, but mercy shrined, as it were, in the 
immutabilities of truth and holiness — as longing for 
the approaches even of the guiltiest of His children, 
but laying His firm and authoritative interdict on 
that approach in any other way than by the appointed 
Mediatorship — as turning His throne into a throne of 
grace, but without undermining the eternal props of 
judgment and of righteousness by which it is up- 
holden — as mingling in His own character the ten- 
derness of a friend, with the venerable dignity of a 
Sovereign — as blending at once, in that economy 
which He hath set up over His erring creatures, the 
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meekness of a paternal government with the majesty 
of its power. 

As we forgive our debtors. 
III. a. Now the request running thus, they who 
do not forgive their brethren, turn it into a most 
heavy curse to themselves, and in effect pray daily, 
" Lord never forgive me my sinJ* And whether they 
say this or no. He will do thus, if we be such fools 
as not to accept of such an agreement. He hath in- 
finite debt upon our heads, that we shall never be 
able to pay ; yet is He graciously pleased without 
further reckoning, to forgive us all, and discharge us 
fully, if we accept (as it were) of this His letter of 
exchange, and for His sake forgive our brethren the 
few " pence" that at most they can be owing us, in 
lieu of the thousands of *' talents" that He acquits 
us of. 

And think not to satisfy Him with superficial for- 
giveness and reconcilement. Would we be content 
with such pardon from God, to have only a present 
forbearance of revenge, or that He should not quarrel 
with us, but no further friendship come from Him ; 
that He should either use strangeness with us, and 
not speak to us, or only for fashion's sake? And 
yet such are many of our reconcilements with our 
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brethren. God's way of forgiving is thorough and 
hearty, both to forgive and to forget ; and if thine be 
not so, thou has no portion in His. 

What a base miserable humour is this same desire 
of revenge, this spirit of malice that possesses men ; 
and they think themselves brave in it, that they for- 
give no injuries ; " can put up with no aflfronts," as 
they speak I Solomon was of another mind, and he 
was a king and a wise man, and knew well enough 
what honour meant ; '* It is the glory of a man to 
pass by a transgression.'' 

There is more true pleasure in forgiving, than ever 
any man found in revenge. 

Fr. Dascles said, " that whereas men think it so 
hard to forgive a wrong, he found it so sweet, that if 
the contrary were commanded him, he would have 
much ado to obey it." Were the law of love written 
in our hearts, it would be thus with us. It would 
teach us eflfectually to forgive others, if we knew and 
found in our experience the boundless love of God in 
forgiving us. 

This sweet doctrine of not revenging, but patiently 
bearing, and readily forgiving of injuries, and loving 
enemies and doing good to all ; this does not bar 
any calm way of self-righting, to which there is some- 
times an obligation; but men overstretch it, and 
passion and self-love domineer under this pret^xt^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



166 CHAPTER X. 

Therefore the words sound a little extreme, as a 
eouiiter*bowmg of our crooked hearts, but it is to 
bring them straight. Let atheists laugh at it, but 
it is the glory of Christians. No doctrine or religion 
in the world possesses so much clemency, and inno* 
cency, and honesty, as theirs, even to sworn enemies* 
This, we say, is its glory. And whereas it seems to 
render men sheepish, to make them less men, it 
makes them indeed more than men, even like God. 
Benignity and mercy are Divine and Godlike, chief 
traits of God's image in his children. His sim rises, 
and his rain descends, on the just and on the unjust. 
So, a diffusive, sweet, bountifid soul, is still desiring 
to do good, by hand, by counsel, by any comfort 
within its reach ; toward all rewarding good for evil. 
These things deeply thought on, and really practised, 
would make Christians indeed, children like their 
heavenly Father, 

h. But then are we bound absolutely to forgive all 
men? 

No ; but as they are capable of it. 

(1.) We have no power to forgive wrongs against 
God. 

(2.) Nor against our superiors, or other men, or the 
eommonwealth, of church, further than God autho- 
rizes any man by office. 

(3.) A magistrate must forgive sins, as to corporal 
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punishment, no fkriher than God allows him, and as 
will stand with the true design of government, and 
with the common good ; and a pastor, no further than 
will stand with the good of the Church ; and a father, 
no further than will stand with the good of the family ; 
and so of others. 

(4.) An enemy that remains such, and is wicked, 
must be forgiven by private men, so &r as that we 
must desire and endeavour his good, and seek no re- 
venge ; but not so far as to be trusted as a £amiliar 
or bosom friend. 

(5.) A friend that offended and returns to his fide- 
lity, must be forgiven^ and trusted as a friend, ac- 
cording to the evidence of his repentance and sin- 
cerity, and no farther. '' If thy brother trespass 
against thee, rebuke him ; and if he repent^ forgive 
him. And if he trespass against thee seven times a- 
day, and seven times a-day turn again to thee, say- 
ing, I repent, thou shalt forgive him." (Luke xvii. 
3,4.) 

c. One cannot conceive of remission of sins apart 
from living communion with Christ ; this is one of 
the great truths brought out in our baptismal service, 
that we are members of a righteous Person, and jus- 
tified in Him. But if through sih we cut ourselves 
off from communion with Him, we then fall back into 
a state of nature, which is of itself a state of condem- 
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nation and death ; a state upon which, therefore, the 
wrath of God is abiding. If then (laying apart the 
contemplation of a man's sins as a formal debt, which 
must either be forgiven him or not), we contemplate 
the life out of Christ as a state of wrath, and the life 
in Christ as a state of grace, — the first a walking in 
darkness, and the other a walking in the light, — we 
can better understand how an unforgiving man's sins 
should return upon him, as the parable of the unmer- 
ciful servant teaches; he sinning anew falls back 
into the darkness out of which he had been delivered ; 
and, no doubt, all that he has done of evil in former 
times adds to the thickness of that darkness, causes 
the wrath of God to abide more terribly on that state 
in which he now is, and therefore upon him. Even 
as also it must not be left out of sight that all for- 
giveness, short of the crowning act of forgiveness and 
mercy, which will find place on the day of judgment, 
and will be followed by a total impossibility of sin- 
ning any more, is conditional, — in the very nature 
of things so conditional, that the condition must in 
every case be assumed, whether stated or no ; that 
condition being that the forgiven man abide in faith 
and obedience, in that state of grace into which he 
has been brought ; which he, whom the unmerciful 
servant here represents, had not done ; but, on the 
contrary, evidently and plainly showed by his con- 
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duct, that he had " forgotten that he was purged 
from his old sins.'' The man that will partake of 
final salvation must ahide in Christ, else he will be 
'* cast forth as a branch and withered." This is the 
condition, not arbitrarily imposed from without, but be- 
longing to the very essence of the salvation itself; as 
if one were drawn from the raging sea, and set upon 
the safe shore, the condition of his continued safety 
would be that he abode there, and did not again cast 
himself into the raging waters. In this point of 
view, an interesting parallel will be supplied to this 
parable by 1 John L 7, " If we walk in the light as 
He is in the light, we have fellowship one with an- 
other, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth 
us from all sin.'' He whom this servant represents 
does not abide in the light of love, but falls back into 
the old darkness ; he has, therefore, no fellowship 
with his brother, and the cleansing power of that 
blood ceases from him. 

d. Prayer is the peace of our spirit, the stillness of 
our thoughts, the evenness of recollection, the feat of 
meditation, the rest of our cares, and the calm of onr 
tempest ; prayer is the issue of a quiet mind, of un- 
troubled thoughts ; it is the daughter of charity, and 
the sister of meekness ; and he that prays to God 
with an angry, that is, with a troubled and discom- 
posed spirit, is like him that retires into a battle to 
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meditate, and sets up his closet in the ont-qnarten of 
an anny, and choses a frontier garrison to be wise in. 
Anger is a perfect alienation of the mind from prayer, 
and therefore is contrary to that attention which pre- 
sents onr prayers in a right line to God. For so 
have I seen a lark rising from his bed of grass, and 
soaring upwards, singing as he rises, and hopes to 
get to heaven, and climb above the clouds ; but the 
poor bird was beaten back with the loud sighings of 
an eastern wind, and his motion made irregular and. 
inconstant, descending more at every breath of the 
tempest than it could recover by the libration and 
the frequent weighing of his wings, till the little 
creature was forced to sit down and pant, and stay 
till the storm was over ; and then it made a prosperous 
flight, and did rise and sing as if it had learned 
music from an angel, as he passed sometimes through 
the air, about his ministries here below. So is the 
prayer of a good man ; when his affairs have required 
business, and his business was matter of discipline, 
his duty met with the infirmities of a man, and anger 
was its instrument; and the instrument became 
stronger than the prime agent, and raised a tempest 
and overruled the man; and then his prayer was 
broken, and his thoughts were troubled, and his 
words went up towards a doud, and his thoughts 
pulled them back again, and made them without in- 
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teation ; and the good man sighs for his infinnitj, 
bat mast be content to lose that prayer, and he mast 
reeover it when his anger is removed, and his spirit 
is becalmed, made even as the brow of Jesas, and 
smooth like the heart of God; then it ascends to 
heaven upon the wings of the holy dove. 

e. Prayer is represented in the Gospel as a holy 
and solemn act, which wo cannot surround with too 
many safeguards, in order to prevent anything of a 
pro&ne and worldly nature from interfering with the 
reverential freedom of this converse between the 
creature and his Creator. If prayer is most fre- 
quently represented by the sacred writers as the 
fneans of the Christian life, their language at times 
almost seems to imply, that prayer is the end; and 
that it is necessary alternately to pray in order to 
live like Christians, and live like Christians in order 
to be able to pray. Prayer prepares for acts of 
self-denial, courage and charity ; and these in their 
turn prepare for prayer. No one should be surprised 
at this double relation between prayer and life. Is 
it not natural that we should retire to be with God, 
that we may renew our sense of His presence, draw 
on the treasures of light and strength which He 
opens to every heart that implores Him, and after- 
wards return to active life, better provided with love 
and wisdom ? On the other hand, is it not natural 
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that we should prepare by purity of conduet to " lift 
up pure hands'' to God, and carefully keep aloof 
from every thing that might render this important 
and necessary act either difficult, or formidable, or 
useless ? Still, though it is scarcely possible to have 
one of these convictions without having the other 
also, we may say that the former of these truths is 
more felt than the latter : that to make prayer an 
end, and regulate our life by the thought of that 
solemn moment, supposes a progress in the paths of 
piety and Christian delicacy which can only be at- 
tained by degrees. However, when prayer has be- 
come a habit, and we set apart certain portions of 
the day when we are to be alone with God, the near 
prospect of a meeting which is always formidable 
even in its mildest form, is well fitted to keep vigi- 
lance awake and to suppress the movements of pas- 
sion or concupiscence : and, provided this act of 
prayer has not degenerated into a mere Pharisaical 
observance, nothing is more proper to exercise a mild 
discipline over our whole life in its minutest details. 
It is with this conviction, and probably from this 
experience, that the venerable Apostle St. Peter re- 
commends parents to use meekness and indulgence 
in their domestic relations, in order, he says, ^* that 
their prayers be not hindered.'' And when St. Paul 
exhorts men everywhere to "lift up pure bandg 
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without wrath and disputation/' his meaning is, that 
this disposition to wrath and disputation ought to be 
watched over and repressed with the greatest care, 
in order that when the moment for prayer arrives, 
we may be able to lift up pure hands to heaven. 

Two classes of men may excite in us wrath and 
disputation. The firsi^ are the enemies of our per- 
sons ; those who from inter6st, envy, or revenge, are 
opposed to our happiness ; and more generally, all 
those who have done us any wrong, or against whom 
we have ground of complaint. The second^ those 
who become our enemies from the opposition of their 
views and opinions to ours, or the opposition of their 
conduct to our wishes. Both are to us occasions ol 
wrath and disputation : the Gospel requires that they 
be to us occasions of prayer. 

In regard to the^brwier, I mean our personal ene- 
mies, I might simply observe that God does not 
know them as our enemies. God does not espouse 
our resentments. He sanctions and approves of all 
the relations which He Himself has created, those of 
parent and child, husband and wife, sovereign and 
subject. But the impious relation of enemy to 
enemy is entirely our work, or rather the work of 
the devil. God only knows it to denounce it. He 
has no ear, therefore, for our presumptuous distinctions 
when we say, or seem to say, '' this is my friend, I 
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will pray for him :" " that is my enemy, he shall 
have no part in my prayers." Has not Jesus Christ 
himself recommended you to " pray for them that 
despitefuUy use you ;" and has He not actually fur- 
nished you with the example ? You wish, however, 
to draw a distinction, and remain in what you call 
the common path ; hut the extraordinary is the rule 
in the kingdom of God, You would wish to pray 
for your friends alone ; hut this very prayer remains 
impossihle, if you do not extend it to your enemies. 
And if you persist in excluding them from your 
prayers, he assured that God will not even accept 
those which you offer to Him in behalf of the per- 
sons whom you love ; your supplications will be re- 
jected ; the smoke of your offering will fall back on 
your offering ; your desires will not reach that pater- 
nal heart which is ever open. What do I say? 
With such feelings could you even pray ? Could a 
heart contracted by sin send forth those ardent 
sighs, which 

^ MoTe in heaveD, the Charity Supreme.*' 
Ah I love can only be understood by love ; there is 
no fellowship between love and hatred. Love I and 
you will be able to pray. All the duties of pardon- 
ing, sparing, and loving, are secured in the person 
offended, only when he prays for the offender. For 
fear of falling again into resentment, the soul that 
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hae pardoned in the spirit of true charity, hastens to 
give a sacrednes to its enemy by recommending him 
to God, and thus attaching himself to itself by a new 
and sublime relation. Can we renew our hatred for 
one for whom we have prayed ? Does not every de- 
sire, every request which we send up for him, en- 
dear him to us the more ? Does not each prayer set 
him more beyond the reach of our passions ? And if 
we did less, could we be sure that we would not 
again begin to hate? No, brethren; we have no 
evidence of having pardoned an enemy until we 
have prayed for him. 

But when we have prayed for him, we no long^ 
regard him as the same man ; he is no longer our 
enemy, but our proteg6 ; and as it is natural to feel 
attached to the good we do, we henceforth ieel 
pleasure in thinking of him ; we feel pleased in fol- 
lowing up our first favour, and consolidating it by 
new prayers. This idea elevates without producing 
pride. It gives us strength to bear the new attacks 
of his hatred without murmuring and resentment. 
It disposes us to re.cognize any faults we may have 
oommitted, confess them candidly, and repair them ; 
and though such conduct should not mitigate his 
enmity, how much will it not contribute to set oar 
Boul at rest ? 

But personal enemies are not the only ones who 
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afe to ns the occasion' of wrath and strife. The class 
of enemies, as we have already said, incladeS| 
(secondly)^ all those whose opinions, views, and con- 
duct are in opposition to our interests or our prin- 
ciples. How little does the impatience which they 
excite differ from hatred I That produced by our 
personal enemies is often less vivid. Look to the 
mutual exasperation of parties and sects. Look to 
those wars of opinion, the most cruel of all, and 
which death alone terminates. With regard to such 
enemies, our usual method is to hate in silence if we 
feel ourselves weak, or to dispute obstinately if we 
believe ourselves strong. The Gospel possesses an- 
other method. It approves neither of hatred or 
strife. Not that it authorises a careless indifference ; 
not that indignation may not become the Christian 
as it became our Lord himself, when the fearful 
epithets of ^^ fools" and " hypocrites" escaped from 
His lips ; not that ^* it is not proper to stand up 
boldly in defence of truth and righteousness, and 
become spiritually the foe of their foes. To act 
otherwise were to disavow the Fathers, condemn the 
Apostles, and deny Christ. But the wrath of man 
and the spirit of strife, which pride enkindles, have 
nothing in common with these noble combats. Zeal, 
courage, perseverance, indignation itself, must all be 
pervaded with charity, or rather proceed from charity. 
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Indignation and prayer mnst spring from a common 
source ; the former from love to God, the latter from 
love to men ; and consequently both from love. 

How widely different is this conduct from that 
which is commonly pursued in the world ! Let 
Government commit an error, it is greedily laid hold 
of and commented on bitterly ; and this is all that 
is done. Let a religious teacher profess a system 
which is judged dangerous ; his minutest expressions 
are laid hold of, and isolated so as to distort their 
meaning ; his life is boldly explained by his opinions, 
or his opinions by his life ; and there the matter 
rests. Let an individual, who, by his position and 
mode of thinking has fixed attention, hazard an im- 
prudent step, but perhaps imprudent from excess of 
candour, the alarm is soUnded, the public is deafened 
with insulting clamour, the whole passions are 
aroused against an insignificant fact, often against a 
word : the microscope of hatred is placed before the 
eye, and kept there. In this burst of indignation he 
is considered moderate and clement, who substitutes 
for wrath, cool and insulting derision. Let one of 
our kindred, or only one of our acquaintance, setting 
too little value on our counsel or our example, pro- 
ceed in the education of his children or the conduct 
of his affairs, or the habits of his life, on another 
system than that of which we had shown him the 
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advantages ; let him presume to think, speak, and 
act differently from us, this is often quite enough to 
make him more odious to us than the man by whom 
we have been directly and voluntarily offended ; — 
a humiliating weakness more common than is be- 
lieved, — a hidden and profound source of the most 
bitter hatred. To pray, — to intreat the Lord to 
shed His enlightening Spirit on this government, 
on that teacher, on that individual, — to wrestle for 
them in presence of the Divine mercy, — ah I this 
is seldom thought of 1 And how should we do this 
if we do not love ? 

Where are those friends of divine truth on whom, 
every irregularity in regard to the law of God in- 
flicts suffering ? Where are those charitable hearts 
whom the sins of their brethren seriously afflict, 
and who with the same sincerity and the same 
solicitude with which they would pray for them- 
selves, present the miseries and wants of their ene- 
mies at their heavenly Father's footstool? There 
are such persons undoubtedly, thank God; there 
are persons who silently and modestly perform this 
office of charity every day. Unknown benefactors 
of the world are those who obtain, from the good- 
ness of God, that immortal balm which calms re- 
sentment, mitigates hatred, extinguishes strife. To 
them, without knowing it, society owes the repara- 
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tion of injustice, the correction of error, the triamph 
of tmth. It is they whose hands stretched towards 
heaven, procure protection to a world which perhaps 
misrepresents them, or at most knows them not. It 
is by them that the kingdom of God, trammelled by 
so many obstacles, g^dually makes way upon the 
earth, which it will one day completely overrun. 
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a. What lies in the past we have put away, and 

may forget, even as God no more remembers it. 

There remains, however, sin still, harassing ns from 

within and w^ithout, so that we may yet again fall 

into a state of gailt before God, and trespass again 

against that neighbour with whom we had confirmed 

our peace before the mercy seat. We extend our 

thoughts towards what awaits us in the future, and 

the sincere heart is constrained to acknowledge that 

God's grace alone can protect, preserve, and sanctify. 

us. The evil world in which we live, is full of temp- 

tation ; the tempter is its prince ; and in ourselves 

there is yet the evil concupiscence, the treacherous 

infirmity, the fleshly susceptibility; should we not 

fear the world, the devil, and ourselves ; should we 

not betake ourselves to urgent prayer for help and 

salvation? The more fully we experience, day by 

day, that we yet need the fifth petition, — -forgive m«, 
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the more folly do we press forward, in watehing and 
prayer, into the realization of the meaning of the 
sixth, — " lead us not into temptation." 

b. In the original, the word ** temptation'' means 
trial; that which gives proof of a mjm's strength, 
and of his disposition ; which draws ^nlh what is 
within him. And in most things we meet with in 
the world there is some tempting faculty, to try us 
what we are, on the using of them. But especially 
such things as are more eminent in their nature have 
much power over us ; as eminent place and public 
charge try both the ability and the integrity of men ; 
afflictions try the faith and stability of men's minds ; 
injuries try whether they are truly meek and patient 
or no ; they stir the water that was possibly clear at 
top, and so try whether it be not muddy at bottom. 

But by temptation here, are meant, occasions and 
provocations to sin. There be outward things which 
are not in themselves evil, and yet may prove temp- 
tations to us, because they meet with a depraved 
corrupt heart in us ; as riches, and honour, and 
beauty ; dainty meats, or " the wine when it is red 
in the cup;" and upon these men sometimes turn 
over the blame of their disorders, but most foolishly. 

Other temptations and tempters there be without 
US, which are themselves evil, and, by tempting, par- 
take of oar sin ; the profane customs and example of 

M 
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the world ; ungodly men hj their practices, connsel^ 
and enticements, drawing others to sin. 

Howsoever the Devil is without doubt the greatest 
of all inward tempters, the most skilful, the most 
active and diligent, and he that manages all other 
kinds of teiMptation against us, both such as are 
without us in the world, and such as are within us. 
He hath his topics, his several sorts of temptations 
for several tempers ; and hath great insight into the 
subjects he is to work upon, and so fits the one t» 
the other. He is not at the pains to find out other 
ways for the profane, who will be easily drawn to the 
grossest sins, but hurries them along in that highway 
to destruction, using his advantage either of their 
gross ignorance or hardness of heart. Others who 
are resolved to live outwardly blameless, he endea- 
vours to take and hold fast to himself by pride, and 
self-love, and malice, and covetousness, by formality 
in religion, and unbelief; which are things, though 
smaller wrought than some others, yet that are as 
strong, and hold men fast to be led captive at his- 
will. And the godly, because they ai'e escaped and 
set free from his tyranny, and he is desperate of re- 
ducing them, yet, because he can do no more, he is 
sure to be a perpetual vexation and trouble, so far as 
he is set loose. 

c. The word " temptation^" is commonly taken for 



Digitized by 



Google 



SIXTH PBTITIOM. ISS 

sn occasion (presented with ill purpose, or, naturally 
tending, and not easily avoided), of falling into sin ; a 
stumbling block ; a snare ; as when St. Paul saith, 
that ** they who will be rich, do fall into temptation 
and a snare/' Thus S^ James assureth us, that 
*^ God tempteth no man ;'' that is, doth not intend ta 
seduce or inveigle any man into sin. Yet, because 
nothing in the world, either good or bad, doth happen 
without God's permission and governance; and the 
devil himself must obtain license from God, before 
he can tempt any man, or do any mischief, as we see 
in Job's case, and in the history of Ahab ; since God 
seeth whatever is done, and with greatest ease could 
hinder it; and doth not, otherwise than for some 
good end, suffer any evil ta be designed or achieved ; 
it is the style of Scripture to attribute such things, in 
some sense, to Him. Thus God is said to ^* send 
Joseph into Egypt to preserve life;" whenas, in 
truth, his brethren, out of envy and ill-will,, did sell 
him thither; and thus God is said to *^ move David 
to number the people ;" whenas, indeed, Satan, as it 
is otherwise affirmed, ^^ provoked him to number 
them ;" and thus the horrid tragedy, acted by the 
Jews upon our blessed Saviour, is said to be brought 
to pass by the *' hand" and '^ determinate counsel of 
God ;" because God, foreseeing how these men would 
be tempted to commit such acts, and their inclina^ 
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tions to perform them, did resolve not to interpose 
His power in hindrance of them, but, suffering them 
to proceed, would turn their mischievous practices to 
an excellently good end, and use them as instruments 
of His just, holy, and gracious purposes. Thus, then^ 
whereas, by ^' temptation" here, is meant any occa- 
sion, alluring or provoking to sin, or withdrawing 
from duty, with a violence, all things considered, 
exceeding our strength to resist or avoid ; God may 
be said to bring them into it, whom in justice He 
permits to be exposed thereto ; although He do no 
otherwise intermeddle, or concur therein, than by not 
affording, or by withdrawing. His especial direction 
and assistance ; leaving them, without check, blindly 
or wilfully to follow the sway of their own tempers, 
the instinct of their vain minds, the bent of their cor- 
rupt wills, and the violence of their unruly passions 
and appetites; letting them fell into the manifold 
snares of false opinion, evil custom, and contagious 
example, which the world sets before them ; and per- 
mitting the devil, without control or impediment, by 
his wiles to delude and seduce them. This kind of 
proceeding of God with men is clearly represented in 
the eighty-first psalm ; where, of the Israelites, God 
says, that, having signally declared His pleasure to 
them, and, by promise of great benefits, invited theoi 
to observe it, upon their wilful neglect, He dealt thus 
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with them : " My people would not hearken to my 
voice, and Israel would none of me ; so I gave them 
up unto their own hearts' lusts ; and they walked in 
their own counsels." In like manner, if God, pro- 
voked thereto hy our heinous miscarriages, doth justly 
hring us into, or doth let us " enter into temptation," 
as our Lord otherwise expresseth it, when He saith, 
" Pray that ye enter not into temptation," we shall 
infallibly run into many grievous sins and desperate 
mischiefs ; no less surely, than we shall wander and 
stumble in the dark, or, than we shall slide and fall 
in the most slippery places, and sometimes be en- 
tangled, when we do walk in the midst of snares, 
surrounded with traps innumerable, most cunningly 
laid to catch us. " It is not," saith the prophet, 
'* in man to direct his steps," so as to go straight 
and upright ; it is not in him to see his duty ; to bend 
his inclinations to a compliance therewith ; to restrain 
bis appetites, when sensible objects forcibly press on 
them ; to govern his passions, when they are vehe- 
mently stirred to disorderly motion; but we do con- 
tinually need God's instruction to guide us, God's 
*' hand to uphold us," and God's care and help to 
guard us. When, therefore, our condition and cir- 
cumstances do minister dangerous occasions of sin ; 
when our vain and weak tempers do incline or be- 
tray U8 thereto; when the world would smile or 
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frown U8 into it ; (for the world, by its feir promises 
and pleasing flatteries, enticeth to sin, or, by its angry 
frowns and fierce threats, discourageth from good- 
ness) ; when the devil violently solicits, or throsts 
on toward it ; thus to be destitute of God's grace, 
thus to be left to ourselves, is the most horrible 
judgment that can be. In such cases and sea- 
sons, God's interposal is necessary, either to remove 
those temptations, or to support and defend us from 
the prevalence of them, " keeping us from stumbling 
and falling,'' as St. Jude speaks ; and ^' not suffering 
us," as St. Paul expresseth it, " to be tempted above 
what we are able, but making with the temptation 
also a way to escape," so " that we may be able to 
bear it." 

d. All things which may befal us are under God's 
dominion and permission; and He has the uncon- 
tested right to permit our falling, to subject us to 
tests which we could not sustain, and to trials in 
which we could not stand. This right we humbly 
concede to His justice ; but we know that while we 
ask according to His command and promise. His 
merc^j the same which forgave our sin, will not leave 
us to our corruption to contract fresh guilt. Although 
He sees fit to prove, to discipline, and confirm His 
children through conflict with sin, so that we as His 
children may not altogether pray against and depre- 
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i»te temptation ; yet may we say in humble confi- 
dence and encouragement, — ^' lead ns not so deeply 
into temptation that we must succumb to it ; nor be- 
yond what we are able to endure," (1 Cor. x. 13). 
And in our thus praying we are secured. This prayer 
suppresses all that presumption and pride which 
threatens us, and which would say with Job, '^ when 
He hath tried me I shall come forth as gold;" but 
also it removes all despondency lest confidence and 
strength should fail, for the Lord knoweth how to 
deliver the godly out of temptation. He who thus 
prays, does not yield himself up to temptation, but 
when it comes^ uses the armour which God provides. 
He who thus prays for himself and for others, desists 
from all condemnatory judgment of other's sin, since 
he himself only too well knows, that the Searcher of 
hearts alone can estimate the might of temptation. 

e. God is said to lead us into temptation, when He 
providentially presents outward objects and occasions, 
which do solicit and draw forth omr inward corrup- 
tions. When the temptations of our inward lustM 
meet with external inducements that are cast in a 
man's way by God's providence ; — God may be said 
to lead us into temptation. Thus Achan and Judas 
were, no doubt, covetous wretches, before the one 
stole the wedge of gold, and the other betrayed his 
master ; but the temptations of these lusts, were not 
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fts jet come to their strength, till the glittering ^ 
the wedge €i gold, and the proffered reward (^ the 
High Priest, raised their covetousness to its fvdi 
height. Indeed, we find the propensions of our will- 
ed hearts strongly bent towards sin at all times, even 
then when we have no external objects proponnded 
to excite them ; but when these inward inclinations do 
meet with outward enforcements, as alluring objects, 
fit opportunities, strong persuasions from others, in- 
ducing examples, or the like; the temptation then 
grows headstrong, and wild to purpose ; and if Grace 
doth not rein it in with a hard hand, it will certainly 
hurry us into the commission of that sin which hath 
so many advantages to commend it to the souL 

Now all these objective temptations God may most 
righteously administer to our lusts in the common 
course of His providence, and we often see He doth 
so ; for there is no outward act of sin committed in 
the world, but the sinner took occasion from some 
Providence of God to perpetrate it. A thief steala 
not any thing but what God's providence brings in 
his way. The murderer slays not any man but 
whom Providence offers to his sword and violence. 
And all the villainy that ever was acted in the world 
was, by a providence, tendering to the lusts of men 
oljects and opportunities without which sin conceived 
in us could not be brought to light. 
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. And| therefore^ whea we pray that God would not 
lead us not into temptation, we pray that God by his 
Proridence would so order and* dispose all the oeem*- 
renoes of oar lives, so as not to lay before us those 
objects, nor proffer us those occasions which might 
either excite or draw forth our inbred corruptions. 
And, indeed, this is a most necessary petition to be 
jHreferred to the Throne of Grace ; for we cannot but 
be conscious to ourselves, how hard a thing it is to 
keep our hearts from sinful desires, when we en- 
counter oljects to excite them; and how hard a 
thing it is to keep ourselves from sinful actions, when 
once sinful desires are excited in us. 

Secondlt/y God is said to lead us into temptation 
when He withdraws the influences of His grace and 
spirit from us, and leaves us under the power of 
temptation. Those very temptations which, when 
assisted by divine grace, we could easily resist and 
subdue, will, when God withdraws himself from us, 
sadly prevail over us, and shamefully foil us. Thus 
it is said that God left Hezekiah to try or tempt 
him. And, indeed, since our corrupt natures are of 
themselves prone to evil, if God withdraws the 
auxiliaries of His grace (as for many righteous causes 
He often doth), every temptation that assaults us 
will ravish our consciences and captivate our souls : 
for all the security we have from the committing of 
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the most flagitious crimes, is wholly from Gt)d^s 
grace either restraining or renewing us ; the former 
holding us back from the outward act of sin ; the 
latter weakening or destroying the inward habit and 
principle of sin. And, therefore, when we pray that 
God would not lead us into temptation, we beg that 
He would still continue the influences of His grace 
unto us, and, by them excite and quicken our graces ; 
that His grace may not forsake us, nor our grace 
fail us ; that we may not be exposed to the assaults 
of spiritual enemies naked and defenceless, to become 
a sure and easy pray to them. 

Thirdly/, God is said to lead men into temptation, 
when He permits Satan and wicked men to be His 
instruments to tempt* us ; yea, sometimes He gives 
them commission as well as permission ; and appoints 
and sends them to do it. Thus we find in the case 
of Ahab, " Who shall persuade Ahab that he may go 
up and fall at Ramothgilead,'^ and an evil spirit steps 
forth, and very officiously accepts of the employment, 
as most congruous to so malicious a nature ; and 
God sends him with His commission in the 22d verse, 
''Thou shalt persuade him, and prevail, go forth 
and do so." — and so he did. And as God doth 
sometimes thus send the tempter, and give him com- 
mission to assault and prevail over wicked and un- 
godly persons, their former sins provoking Him to 
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punish them with further impieties. So whensoever 
any of us are tempted, God doth at least permit 
Satan to sift and winnow us, sometimes to his own 
defeat, hut too often to ours. And in this sense 
there is no temptation that hefalls us, hut God leads 
us into it. And, therefore, it is very ohservahle, 
that whereas in 1 Chron. xxi. i., it is said that 
^* Satan provoked David to number Israel :" yet in 
2 Sam. xxiv. i., it is said, " The Lord moved David 
against Israel, to say. Go number Israel and Judah.'' 
Here one and the same temptation is attributed both 
to God and to the Devil ; but it must be understood 
under a diverse habitude and respect ; Satan tempted 
him effectively, God only permissively. And thus 
God may be said to lead every man into temptation^ 
whom He suffers to be tempted. "When, therefore, 
we pray that God would not lead us into temptationj 
we pray that He would not pennit the Devil to ap- 
proach near unto us, nor to cast his " fiery darts" at 
us ; but that He would " put a hook into the nose" 
of that great '^ Leviathan," and so bridle and re- 
strain his fury that he may not be able to assault 
us. 

/. " We are not, however, to suppose, from these 
words that we are entitled to ask exemption from the 
ordinary seductions of the world ; for it is the very 
condition of our nature upon this earth, that religion 
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most evince its power by a yigorons resisUmoe to be- 
fetfting evil ; and the virtue that was never tried by 
temptation is not entitled to lay claim to the honours 
of stedfastness." 

g. This supernatural assistance for which we fnj^ 
to enable us to resist 'temptations, at the same time 
supposes our use of natural means, and requires our 
concurraice with it to the best of our power. It is 
a co-operating cause which acts only in proportion to 
our own endeavours ; but imparts not its extraordi* 
nary sustaining strength and virtue unless where we 
exert, and make use of that ordinary strength we 
have. It is not supposed that we should have power 
always to resist, unless we before-hand do what is in 
our power to shun temptation. 

In vain do libertines pretend, that human nature 
is too weak and frail to resist, what we have authen* 
tic proof, that, as weak and frail as it is, it hath 
oftentimes resisted. There is no temptation, either 
of desire, or fear, of pleasure, or pain, nothing that 
can ^ther allure us to sin, or scare us from our duty, 
but what hath been actually withstood and baffled by 
those holy men and women that have gone before us : 
and what hath been already done, may be repeated ; 
unless human nature be a different thing now, from 
what it was then ; which no one I suppose will pre- 
tend. 
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Gait a man look up to the examples of the Primi- 
tive Christiaiis ? Can he reflect on the lives and 
deaths of the saints, martyrs, and eonfessors of old ; 
on what t^ey did and what they suffered ; and pre- 
tend to say after this, that any solicitations of sense 
are irresistible, any part of virtue is impracticable ? 

Were they not men of the same passions «ad in- 
firmities as we are ? Had they not the same sense 
of pleasure and pain ? Were they not surrounded 
with the same tempting objects ? And had they any 
assistances, in order to stand their ground, but from 
that Holy Spirit, who will assist us also ? And why 
then should we be forced to yield to those difficulties, 
over which they triumphed ? 

What is grace, but an extraordinary supply of 
ability and strength to resist temptations, given us 
on purpose to make up the deficiency of our natural 
strength to do it? And, therefore, if our natural 
strength, together with this divine supply, be not now 
equal to every temptation ; the grace of God may 
thus far be said to have been given us ''in vain/' 

Let not the hypocrite then allow himself in a 
favourite sin with the slight hope, that ''in this 
thing the Lord will pardon His servant,'' and that 
one small fault will be overlooked among a crowd of 
other good qualities. Let him not pretend impotence 
in a particular case, and expect to be believed when 
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he 88yB it, because he doth his duty sincerely, and 
stands his ground firmly upon other occasions. This^ 
is all but pretence ; God, who cannot lie hath as- 
sured us, that no temptation should overtake us, but 
what we should be enabled to bear ; and when he 
said no temptation, he made no allowance for a 
darling infirmity. 

h. In every tum^ as it may be called, of life, when- 
ever anything critical or anything momentous, any 
thing which is to fix our situation and course of life ; 
most especially anything which is likely to have an^ 
influence upon our moral conduct and disposition, 
and therefore affect our condition as candidates for 
heaven, and as the religious servants of God, is to be 
resolved upon ; there and then we ought to pray, 
most ardently from our Creator and preserver the 
grace and guidance of His Spirit. 

And we must pray for the Spirit with a degree of 
earnestness proportioned to the magnitude of the re- 
quest. The earnestness with which we pray will 
always be proportionate to our consciousness of the 
importance of the thing which we ask. This con- 
sciousness is the source and principle of earnestness 
in prayer ; and in this, I fear, we are greatly defi- 
cient. We do not possess or feel it in the manner 
in which we ought ; and we are deficient upon the 
subject of spiritual assistance most particularly. £ 
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fear that many understand and reflect little npon the 
importance of what they are about, upon the exceed* 
ing consequence of what they are asking, when they 
pray to God, as we do in our liturgy, " to cleanse 
the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of His 
Holy Spirit ;" "to make clean our hearts within us ;" 
" not to take His Holy Spirit from us ;" " to grant 
that His Holy Spirit may in all things direct and 
rule our hearts/' These are momentous petitions. 

The prayer for the continual aid, presence, indwel- 
ling of the Holy Spirit being raised, and his assis- 
tance obtained, we then are to yield ourselves to His 
dictates, suggested to us through the admonitions of 
our conscience. The terms of Scripture represent 
the Spirit of God as an assisting not a forcing power ; 
as not suspending our own powers, but enabling 
them ; as imparting strength and faculty for our re- 
ligious work, if we will use them ; but whether we 
use them or not, still depending upon ourselves. 
Agreeably hereunto St. Paul asserts that there is no 
condemnation to them who walk not after the flesh, 
but after the Spirit. The promise is not to them 
who only have the Spirit, but to them who walk 
after the Spirit. To walk after the flesh, is to follow 
wherever the impulses of sensuality and selfishness 
lead us ; which is a voluntary act. To walk after 
the Spirit, is steadily and resolutely to obey good 
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motions within ns, whatever they cost us ; wluch is 
akho a voluntary act. All the language of this re- 
markahle chapter (Rom. vii.) proceeds in the same 
strain ; namely, that after the Spirit of God is given, 
it remains and rests with ourselves whether we avail 
ourselves of it or not: accordingly it is made the 
subject of precept and exhortation so to do. 

Listening then to the whisperings of conscience 
through which the Spirit speaks, and which should 
be attended to universally ; His effects will be evi- 
dent upon our dispositions. We shall find sensuality 
and selfishness, the two grand enemies of salvation, 
the two great powers of darkness which rule the na- 
tural man, giving way to the inward accusing voice 
of conscience ; the force of temptation and evil pro- 
pensities retreating before a sense of duty ; self- 
government maintained ; the interruptions of it im- 
mediately perceived, bitterly deplored, and soon re- 
covered ; sin rejected and repelled ; and this not so 
much with an increase of confidence in our strength, 
as of reliance upon His assisting grace. 
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THAPTER XIL 



' BUT DELIVER US FROM EVIL. 



a. With the ancients we may take the word trans- 
lated " emlj* to mean, first, the " evil one" that is, 
the Devil, who is so called in Scripture ; and with 
whom, as TurtuUian says, we are by this word, ex- 
horted to wage a war that knows no truce. 

ft. 1. Truly had we no power beyond our own, we 
might give over and be hopeless of coming through 
to salvation ; so many enemies and hazards being in 
the way. " Alas I" might a Christian, looking upon 
the m altitude of temptations without, and of corrup- 
tions within himself, and the weakness of the grace 
he hath, say, " How can this be ?" — " Shall I ever 
attain my journey's end ?" But again when he looks 
upwards, and lifts his eyes above his difficulties, be- 
holds .the strength of God engaged for him, directs 
his prayer to Him for help and is assured to find it ; 
this upholds him, and answers all. There is "a 
roaring lion" that seeketh " to devour ;" — but there 
is a strong rescuing lion, the *♦ Lion of the tribe of 
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Jndah/' who will deliver. "The God of peace," 
sajB the Apostle, " will bruise Satan under your feet 
shortly." He says not we shall bruise him under 
our feet, but Ood shall do it. And He shall do it 
shortly ; wait a- while, and it shall be done. And 
the Ood of peace, because He is the God of peace, 
He shall subdue that grand disturber of your peace, 
shall give you a perfect victory, and after it, endless 
peace: He shall free you of his molestation aiid 
trouble. Grace is a stranger here^ and therefore hardly 
used, and hated by many foes ; but there is a promise 
of a new heaven and earth where dwells righteous- 
ness ; there it shall be at home and quiet ; no spoil- 
ing nor robbery in all that " holy mountain." 

b, 2. Consider the mighty advantages that our 
great enemy the Devil hath against us. As he is a 
spirit he is both powerful and subtile ; and both these 
are whetted by his great malice against us ; long 
experience hath also made him very politic in deal- 
ing with souls, and carrying on his own designs and 
interests. He knows our temper, our passions, and 
our inclinations ; and can choose and cull out those 
objects which shall infallibly strike and affect us ; he 
waits those " Mollia tempera fandi," those easy 
hours of whispering his suggestions to us when we are 
most facile and compliant, when we are most easily 
wrought upon, and made soft to his hands by some 
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foregoing circumstances. And if after all this he des- 
pairs to prevail upon us as a devil, he can quickly 
shift his shape and transform himself " into an angel 
of light/' and engage our very consciences unto eviL'' 
He can persuade us that what he prompts us to is 
our duty, head his " fiery darts" with Scripture sen- 
tences, wrap up his poison in the leaves of the Bible, 
and wound our souls by our consciences. And, cer- 
tainly this devil of light is now gone abroad into the 
world with all that power of deceivableness he can, 
and we cannot but with sad and bleeding hearts ob- 
serve his too general prevalency and success. Be- 
sides all this, he is continually present with us, 
follows us up and down wherever we go, and is al- 
ways at our elbow to prompt us to evil, and at our 
right hand to oppose us in that which is good. Hell 
hath emisaries enough to afford every man a 
" friend" {Matt xxvi. 50.) for his attendant ; and 
these critically observe every glance of thine eyes, 
every flash of thy passions ; and are presently ready 
to apply suitable temptations unto thee, and to strike 
thee in that part of thy soul which is softest and 
most yielding. Now if God did not appear to de- 
liver us from these subtile "wiles" of the Devil, 
how soon would he make fools of the wisest and most 
experienced Christians. The highway may be as 
dry, and as fair in a frosty winter, as in a warm 
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summer, but there is a great deal of difference in 
the cause of it ; in summer the sun dries up the 
moisture, in winter the frost binds it in. So the 
ways of those who have only a restraint laid upon 
them, may be as fair and clear as the ways of those 
who are truly sanctified, but the cause is vastlj 
different, grace hath dried up the filth of the one, 
but only bound in the filth of the other. They are 
not yet delivered from evil. 

c. 1. We may by ^' et»7,'' understand that sm is 
meant ; for sin will ever appear to be evil in nature, 
and the fit subject of hatred and loathing to each 
child of God ; as it was in the eyes of Him, by whom 
we call God Father. We may ^x upon Christ's 
aversion to sin, and affirm in regard of this, — " If 
any man have not the mind of Christ he is none of 
His." He viewed sin in its true light of open oppo- 
sition to the government of God, and hostility to the 
peace and happiness of the universe. We may say 
of all His true disciples, that they have come to view 
it in the same aspect ; they have been terrified at 
the consequences which sin hath produced. How 
can they regard with aught else but aversion the 
thing which blighted the happiness of Eden, exiled 
our first parents from a dismantled paradise, inflicted 
a curse upon the human race, and on the ground 
itself, for man's sake ; infused the bitter element of 
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Borrow into the whole current of human existence ; 
burdened every breeze as it wafts over the surface 
of our globe with the sighs of human woe ; caused 
the entire destruction of the old world ; kindled fires 
of vengeance to bum up the inhabitants of Sodom 
and Gomorrah) Admah and Zeboim ; made the 
ground cleave asunder to swallow up a company of 
the rebellious ; engulphed innumerable souls in pre- 
sent wretchedness and eternal perdition ; dislocated 
the harmonies of nature ; dug the lake of brimstone 
and fire, constructed the dungeons of hell. Yes, and 
I will add more than this, — which went far towards 
introducing sorrow into heaven itself, as heaven's 
King quitted the realms of splendour and glory, to 
submit to the degradation of an abode upon a sin* 
stricken province of creation, and to expiate by suf* 
ferings, which evoked the sympathies of nature, and 
the astonishment of angels, and the wonders of the 
oniverse-^^the guilt by which the justice of God had 
been tremendously outraged. 

It is no marvel that believers in Christ, who have 
come to view with a comprehensive glance the real 
nature of sin, its opposition to all that is precious in 
the sacredness of the Divine character, in the happi- 
ness of creation, and the welfare of beings formed in 
the image and after the likeness of God, — should re- 
gard sin with aversion, — so much so, that the feel- 
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ing of aversion to sin may be spoken of as a test of 
discipleship, as one of the elements of that moral as- 
similation to Jesus concerning which it is written, 
" If any man have not the spirit of Christ, he is none 
of His." 

c. 2. Shall we not from the bottom of onr hearts 
detest and abhor, and with all earnestness flee from 
sin, since it did cost the dear heart's blood of the 
only begotten Son of God, our Saviour and Eedeemer, 
to purge us from it ? 

d. Avoid not only sins, but the incentives and 
occasions to sin. As St. Chrysostom observes well 
of that exhortation of our Saviour's, — " When they 
shall say here is Christ, or there is Christ,'' He says 
not, " Believe them not," but, " Go not for to see." 
And Solomon's instruction for avoiding the allure- 
ments of the strange woman, says not only " Go not 
in," but " Come not near the door of her house." 
The way of sin is downhill ; a man cannot stop where 
he would ; and he that will be tampering with dan- 
gerous occasions, in confidence of his resolution, shall 
find himself often carried beyond his purpose. 
" Watch and pray, lest ye enter not into temptation." 
The word ^* watch" commands our diligence ; the 
word '^ pray" imports our weakness in ourselves, and 
our strength to be in another. 

e. Further, evil means all the pains, miseries. 



Digitized by 



Google 



SEVENTH PETITION. 203 

punishments, and sorrows, here and hereafter, which 
are the effects of sin by Divine appointment ; for the 
" hu^* which connects this petition with the preced- 
ing, though it teaches us, indeed, that the real evil 
which is first of all referred to, is that sin which is 
present in temptation ; yet it does not by any means 
forbid us to extend our view further. 

The evil is also all sin's consequences, from the 
first pang that it inflicts, through all the necessities 
which it creates as long as it remains, — to the 
damnation where it rests for ever. Thus it is a fit 
conclusion and sum of all petitions, and the deliver- 
ance which is asked for is a full redemption into the 
heavenly kingdom. It tells us that only by the tak- 
ing away of all sin, can evil be taken away ; it points 
OS most impressively to the fundamental evil of all, 
bids us think of that, and to ask no other deliverance 
than the being delivered from it But does there not 
iGdllow a deliverance from all need, all care, all strife, 
and every kind of pain and suffering ; and could an 
all comprehending prayer, which gives a place to 
every petition of human infirmity, exclude these? 
'' Make us happy ; save us ; take all need from us 
and every plague 1'' This is a prayer as equally 
permitted and indispensable to God's children upon 
earth, as that for daily bread. The natural selfish-^ 
ness and blindness of men lead them to begin with 
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this prayer, without reflecting how and in what way 
it can alone be answered ; in His wisdom the Lord 
has therefore placed it at the close. Moreover, we 
know as God's children the prayer which preceded, 
" Thy will be done." We know full well that rest 
and happiness before the time, without the ** suffici^it 
evil" of every day (Matt, vi. 34,) might be an ew^ 
which the Father would not and will not give us even 
though in our ignorance we should ask it Good days 
may well be more full of temptation than evil ones, and 
we have prayed against temptation. We do not, 
therefore, say, " Father chastise us not I " We know 
that external, temporal, salutary evil both is, and 
brings deliverance from evil properly so called, eter- 
nal evil ; and we are able to give such a meaning as 
this to the petition, — ^' Strike that we may be saved } 
give us the cup of healing which we must drink to 
the dregs." But this does not prevent us from re^ 
joicing in the prospect of deliverance from all need, 
leaving it to our heavenly Father's righteous will, 
with perfect confidence. In our infirmity we may 
with His permission ofier it with our thoughts fixed, 
especially at some seasons, upon our sufferings : we 
may boldly give expression in these words of our 
prayer, to that never*absent prayer of the heart, 
which cries for help, and longs for perfect rest and 
peace within and without the soul. 
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If this last petition bad been placed /r«^, tbe tone 
of lamentation-^'* from evil" — would bave predomt* 
sated ; but because it is tbe lastj tbe joyful empbasis 
falls rather upon tbe equally confident and bumble 
" deliver us /" as if we should say, " yea, Thou wilt 
deliver us ;'' or '* deliver Thou us in tbe right time, 
according to Thine own counsel ;'' other deliverance 
than that we desire not, — ^we rest upon the prayer 
which our Redeemer himself has given us, and are 
already saved in hope. 

/ Where is the wise disputer of the world wh© 
says that pain and affliction are not evils? — who, 
sufficient to himself, indifferent to things external, 
boasts that he would be unmoved in calamity, at ease 
in torments? Bring him to Gethsemane : There 
shall be see a just man and perfect — ^a man whose 
conscience reproaches him with no vice or folly — ^a 
man whose life bath been piety and love, unaffected 
piety, disinterested love — a man in whose ample mind 
are hidden all the treasures of knowledge — ^a man as- 
suredly entitled to every comfort which the conscious- 
ness of perfection, of perfect virtue, and of perfect 
wisdom, can bestow, — he shall see this wise, this 
good, this perfect man, this man ii} union with 
Divinity, overwhelmed with grief and tribulation^ 
'* Surely he bears our griefs and carries our sorrows, 
be undergoes the chastisement of our peace." See 
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His mortified looks, His troubled gestures I See the 
bloody sweat I strange symptom of the unuttered 
pangs that rend His righteous heart I See Him 
prostrate on the earth in anxious supplication I — 
Humble thyself, vain philosophy ! dismiss thy arro- 
gant maxims : Learn from this affecting spectacle a 
better wisdom than thine own ; learn it of Him who 
brought it from above. Say not that affliction is not 
an evil : Say that it is to be borne with humility, as 
the punishment of sin, — ^to be endured with fortitude, 
as the instrument of good, to be accepted with thank- 
fulness, as the discipline of God, whereby He trains 
His sons to virtue, and fits the virtuous for glory ; 
but confess that it is that which the most perfect 
natures do the most abhor, — ^that which is the wis- 
dom of man, with due submission to the dispensations 
of Providence, to shun. Our Saviour, in the anguish 
of His soul, but with perfect resignation to the 
Father's will, prays that if it be possible the cup of 
bitterness may pass by Him. 

g. We may beg of God that evils may be turned 
away from us, but yet the petition must be in its due 
order and in the last place. And why ? Because 
there are not a few who honour God and pray unto 
Him only that they may be delivered from evil, and 
that is all they seek afker. Such never think any- 
thing about the first petition,-^that they are to pre- 
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fer the honour, name, and will of Grod to everything 
else. They seek their own will only, and thas per- 
vert the whole order of this petition ; commencing at 
the end, and never coming up to the beginning at all^ 
They want to be delivered from their troubles 
whether God will or no, and whether it is to His honour 
or not. Whereas a truly God-fearing man prays 
thus, " dearest Father, the affliction of this evil 
that is come upon me burdens and distresses me 
much, and I suffer much adversity and disquietude 
of mind. Deliver Thou me therefore from these 
evils ; and yet in no other way than in that which 
may redound to Thy glory, honour, and praise : * not 
my will, but Thine be done.' For the honour and 
will of Thy divine Majesty are dearer to me than all 
my own peace and advantage." Behold this is a 
right and consistent prayer which will without doubt 
be heard in heaven : but if thou pray in any other 
way, or from any other motives, such a prayer will 
neither please God, nor be heard at all. 

h, God will help and deliver us when He sees 
His time, for commonly the nature of God is to help 
when all man's help is past. When the Devil thinks 
himself quite sure, then God comes and subverts his 
wicked intents ; as it appeared in our Saviour him- 
self ; for when the Devil had brought the Jews to 
such a madness that they went and crucified Him, — 
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when this was done, the Devil triumphed and made 
merrj ; he thought himself sure of Him. But what 
was the end of it ? Satan's triumphing was turned 
to his own destruction. For Christ, hanging upon 
the Cross, did by His death destroy the power of the 
Devil. So we see how God suflfers the Devil for a 
while, and then when He sees His time. He cornea 
with His gracious helping hand. 

I. Since amidst much happiness, and amidst eon« 
trivances for happiness, which surround human life, 
misery, and very considerable portions of it do exist, 
it becomes a natural inquiry, to what end this mix- 
ture of good and evil is properly adapted ? And I 
think the Scriptures place before us not only the true, 
but the most rational and satisfactory answer that 
can be given to the inquiry ; namely, that it is in- 
tended for a state of trial and probation. " It is good 
for me that I have been afflicted, that I might learn 
Thy statutes." 

A state totally incapable of misery could not be a 
state of probation. It would not be a state in which 
virtue and vice could even be exercised at all — I 
mean that large class of virtues and vices, which we 
comprehend under the name of social duties. The ex* 
istence of these depends upon the existence of misery, 
as well as of happiness in the world, and of different 
degrees of both ; because their very nature and dif- 
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fbrence consists in promoting or preventing, in aug- 
menting or diminishing, in causing, aggravating, or 
relieving the wants, sufferings, and distresses of our 
fellow creatures. Compassion, charity, humanity, 
benevolence, and even justice, could have no place in 
the world, if there were not human conditions to ex- 
cite them; objects and sufferings upon which they 
might operate ; misery as well as happiness, which 
might be affected by them. Besides, there is a class 
of most important duties which would be in a great 
measure excluded, were there no misery. They are 
the severest and the sublimest of which we are cap- 
able ; I mean patience and composure under distress, 
pain, and affliction; a stedfast keeping up of our 
confidence in God, and our dependence upon His final 
goodness, even at the time that everything present 
is discouraging and adverse; and what is no less 
difficult to retain, a cordial desire for the happiness 
and comfort of others, even then, when we are de- 
prived of our own — the possession of this temper is 
almost the perfection of our nature. But it is then 
only possessed when it is put to the trial ; tried at 
all it could not have been, in a life made up only of 
pleasure and gratification. It is in the chambers of 
sickness ; under the stroke of affliction ; amidst the 
pinchings of want, the groans of pain ; the pressures 
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of infirmity; in grief and misfortime ; through 
gloom and horror — ^that it will be seen whether we 
fasten our hope, our confidence, our trust in God; 
whether this hope and confidence be able to produce 
in us resignation, acquiescence, and submission. To 
lift up the feeble hands and languid eye ; to turn 
with holy hope to our Creator, when every comfort 
forsakes us, and every help fails ; to feel and find in 
Him, in His mercies, His promises, in the works of 
His providence, and still more in the revelation of 
His designs by Jesus Christ, such rest and consola- 
tion to the soul as to stifle our complaints and pacify 
our murmurs, to beget in our hearts tranquility and 
confidence, in the place of terror and consternation, 
and this insincerity and simplicity, without wishing to 
have one human witness to observe or know it, — ^is 
such a test and trial of faith and hope, of patience 
and devotion, as cannot fail of being in a very high 
degree well pleasing to the Author of our natures, 
the Guardian, the Inspector, and the Rewarder of 
our virtues. It is true in all instances, that what- 
ever tries our virtue strengthens and improves it. 
Virtue comes out of the fire purer and brighter than 
it went into it. Many virtues are not only proved 
but produced by trials from misery ; and have no 
proper existence without them. " We glory," saith 
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St. Paul, '' in tribulation, kno^ng that tribulation 
worketh patience, and patience experience, and ex- 
perience hope." 

j. But when discipline and probation have done 
their purifying work, the fuU relief from misery of 
every kind will certainly follow, and may be prayed 
for; and when thus viewed as a final deliverance 
from evil, death becomes a most welcome prospect. 

The faithful Christian man which considereth all 
these miseries, perils, and incommodities, whereunto 
he is subject so long as he liveth here upon earth f 
and on the other part considereth that blessed and com- 
fortable state of the heavenly life to come, and the 
sweet condition of them that depart in the Lord \ — 
how they are delivered from the continual incum- 
brances of their mortal and sinful body, from all the 
malice, crafts, and deceits of this world, from all the 
assaults of their ghostly enemy the Devil, to live in 
peace, rest, and endless quietness, to live in fellow- 
ship of innumerable angels, and with the congrega- 
tion of perfect just men, as patriarchs, prophets, 
martyrs, confessors, and finally unto the presence of 
Almighty God, and our Saviour Jesus Christ : — he 
that doth consider all these things, and believeth them 
assuredly, as they are to be believed, from the bot- 
tom of his heart, being established in God in this 
true faith, having a quiet conscience in Christ, a firm 
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hope and assured trust in God's mercy, through the 
merits of Jesus Christ to obtain this quietness, rest^ 
and everlasting joy, shall not only be without fear of 
bodily death when it cometh ; but certainly, as St. 
Paul did, so shall he gladly " greatly desire*' in his 
heart, that he may be rid from all these occasions of 
evil, and live ever to God's pleasure, in perfect 
obedience of His will, with our Saviour Jesus 
Christ. 

Thus is this bodily death a door or entering into 
life, and, therefore, not so much dreadful (if it be 
rightly considered) as it is comfortable ; not a mis- 
chief, but a remedy for all mischief; no enemy, but 
a friend ; not a cruel tyrant, but a gentle guide ; 
leading us, not to mortality, but to immortality ; 
not to sorrow and pain, but to joy and pleasure, and 
that to endure for ever, if it be thankfully taken 
and accepted as God's messenger, and patiently 
borne of us for Christ's love, that suffered most pain- 
ful death for our love, to redeem us from death 
eternal. 

k. Thus have we in the seven petitions, and not 
beginning with the seventh, prayed ourselves gra- 
dually up from the depths of our ruin and misery. 
We ascended at once to the Father in heaven ; we 
further called upon His name, from the coming of 
His kingdom and the accomplishment of His will^ 
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before we spoke of oar own sin and need : then we 
came down to earth again, and drew down by our 
supplications the gifts of the Father's mercy — 
strength, forgiveness, and deliverance I 
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♦* f OR THINE IS THE KINGDOM, AND THE POWER, 
AND THE GLORY, FOR EVER. AMEN." 

a. The true Amen, according to the eastern of all 
the Jewish prayers, which found their originals in 
the Scriptures of the Old Te&tament, carries with it 
invariably an expressed aspiration cf praise; simi- 
larly, according to the New Testament Canon (Phil. 
iv. 6), no prayer is complete with prayer alone, with- 
out giving of thanks. Hence this Doxology. With 
the doxology the Lord's prayer include ten divine 
utterances. With it the " us" and " our," flow back 
again into " Thine," as at first ^* Thine" flowed from 
^ our." With it the whole prayer is symmetrical, 
and finds its true close. 

b. The Doxology may, in the first view of it, be 
connected with the petition, which it immediately 
follows. 

After having roused us to the struggle by the con- 
sideration of the enemy, and entirely removed every 
apology for slothfulness, our Lord again confirms and 
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strengthens our spirit, by reminding as of the King^ 
whom we faithfully serve ; and by showing that He 
is naore powerful than all. " Thine/' He says, " is 
the Kingdom, and the Power, and the Glory." If 
the Kingdom is His, we have nothing to fear, there 
being none that can oppose it, or wrest from Him the 
government. Our antagonist is subject to Him, al-^ 
though, so far as God permits, he makes opposition. 
For he is one of the number of God's servants, 
though he belongs to the guilty and wicked ; and he 
will not venture, in a single instance, to attack a fel- 
low-servant, till he has received power to do so, from 
the Lord of all. 

c. But we naturally pass from this its connection 
with the last petition, to a wider view of its mean- 
ing. Here we reflect upon the whole prayer toge* 
ther ; we are struck with reverence in remembrance 
of that great King we have spoken to ; we declare 
why we make our address to Him, and what ground 
we have to hope for acceptance with Him. His is 
the kingdom; therefore, we His poor subjects do 
Betition Him ; and it is His prerogative to help, and 
by His supremacy He may do it. His is the power ; 
tlherefore we His weak impotent creatures look up to 
Hkm, and rely upon Him, who is able to do all we 
desiire, and, being Almighty, can perform it. His is 
the Kflori/ ; and therefore we vile sinners, that can do* 
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nothing without Him, though we deserve fiothing 
from Him, yet we present our necessities before Him, 
that by His free grace He may have that glory from 
us, which He hath from all others that He hath for- 
merly relieved. 

d. In another light, the Doxology may be viewed 
as successively referring to the different groups or 
classes of petitions. 

Then this conclusion of praise manifestly unites 
the two halves or tables of the prayer ; once more 
presenting the sacred number Three, which could not 
be varied from. The Kingdom embraces the first 
table through that petition, which occurs in the 
middle of it. The Power signifies the transition from 
the first to the second half of the prayer, which we 
found in the gift of Bread ; the 6lon/ or honour is 
the end or goal of the fulfilment of the petitions of 
the second table, the glory of God shining from His 
forgiven, delivered, and sanctified creatures. 

e. Still more closely applying it, the Doxology 
may be connected with each several petition. 

Father, we pray to Thee, that " Thy Name'' may 
be hallowed, because Thou art the " King of kingts, 
and Lord of lords '" and because the exercise ( 
" power" for this end, will tend to Thy 
We pray to Thee, that " Thy kingdom" may " comge ;" 
or, in other words, that Thy throne may be establi; joshed 



ng ot kinga, 

jrcise of TWy 

" glory.'^^ 
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in the hearts of men ; because to Thee only it ap- 
pertains to rule in men's hearts ; because Thou onlj 
canst bless the means, which are to be employed for 
the advancement of this kingdom of grace ; and be- 
cause, in so doing, " Thine" will be " the glory, for 
ever !" — We pray that " Thy will may be done in 
earth, as it is in heaven f because the inhabitants 
of the " earth" are Thy subjects, and owe Thee obe- 
dience, as well as the angels in '' heaven ;" because 
this is a part of Thy universal '^ kingdom," though 
too long revolted from Thee ; because ^^ the power" is 
in Thy hand, to recover us from our enmity against 
Thee, by affording both the outward means, and the 
inward grace ; and because this will tend both to our 
happiness, and to Thy honour and " glory." — We 
ask Thee to '* give us this day our daily bread ;" be- 
cause ^' Thou waterest the hills from above, and the 
earth is filled with the fruit of Thy works ;" because 
^' Thou bringest forth grass for the cattle, and green 
herbs for the service of man ;" and because it is for 
Thy honour and " glory," that " all" should " wait 
upon Thee, that Thou mayest give them meat in due 
season." — We ask Thee to " forgive us our tres- 
passes, as we forgive them that trespass against us ;" 
because Thou hast established a '' kingdom," in 
which '' mercy and truth are met together ;" because 
Thou hast invited all that are '' weary and heavy 
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laden to come unto Thee ;'' and because, as Thou de« 
darest Thine Almighty " power most chiefly in shew- 
ing mercy and pity," so we believe that Thou wilt be 
chiefly glorified in the exercise of that mercy, through 
Thy Son our Saviour, Jesus Christ.*— And we ask 
Thee, lastly, '^ not to lead us into temptation, but to 
deliver us from evil ;" because we know that our 
*' adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh 
about, seeking whom he may devour ;" because we 
know that he is seeking either to withdraw us alto- 
gether from Thy service, or, to corrupt us in our 
obedience to Thee, our rightful Lord and King ; and 
because we know, that we cannot hope to withstand 
his crafts and assaults, unless we take refuge under 
the wings of Thy Almighty " power," and unless we 
continually beseech Thee to glorify Thyself in the 
salvation of our souls ; for " Thine" only " is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever !" 

/. The kingdom, and power, and glory of God, 
besides their transcendent greatness, have this ad- 
vantage beyond all others, that His are for " ever 
and ever /' all others are but perishing, nothing but 
pageants and shews that appear for a while, and pass 
along and vanish. It was a wise word of a king 
when he was riding in a stately triumph, and asked 
by one of his courtiers, thinking to please him, 
** What is wanting here ?" be answered, " Conttnu- 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE DOXOLOQT. 219 

nncel** Not only all things on 6arth decay, bat the 
very heavens " wax old as a garment," says the 
Psalmist ; *' but Thou Lord art the same, and Thy 
years have no end." 

^. The particle ^ Amen," is a Hebrew word, and 
signifies " certainly" or ^* traly." It is a term worthy 
of particular notice, because it is expressive of faith, 
which faith it is necessary we have in all our peti- 
tions ; for Christ saith, ^ I say unto you, what things 
soever ye desire when ye pray, believe that ye re- 
ceive them, and ye shall have them." And again, 
in another place, ^ All things whatsoever ye shall 
ask in prayer, believing, ye shall receive." And 
thus the Gentile woman received what she asked for, 
because she did not cease from prayer, and because 
she firmly believed. Therefore the Lord said to her, 
^' woman, great is thy faith, be it unto thee even 
as then wilt." "The end of prayer is better than the 
beginning," as the wise man saith; because when at 
the end thou repeatest Amen, with a heartfelt and 
full persuasion and faith, then most certainly thy 
prayer is accepted and heard. Hence, he that is 
about to pray, ought to try and examine himself^ 
whether he believes or doubts that he shall be heard. 
If he finds himself to hang in doubt, and to fluctuate 
IB an uncertainty of mind, then he may be sure, m 
mueh as if he knew the event, that his pnnrer k 
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eoixie to naught. For how shall it pkase God, who 
ha« most certainly promised us that we shall reoeiTe 
whatsoever we shall ask in prayer, if we, by onr nnr 
belief, " make Him a liar ;" and in the whole of our 
prayer, act within against the prayer itself, and deny 
that truth of God on which we call in our prayer ? 

The particle Amen, therefore, signifies ''certainly,' ' 
" surely," or " firmly ;" and in a term expressing a 
solid soul-faith, it is as if ofiQ should say, '' I do not 
doubt, Divine Father (since these things are cer- 
tain for which I have prayed), that they will be ac- 
complished ; not, however, because I have poured out 
my prayer for these things, but because Thou hast 
commanded that they should be prayed for, and hast 
promised that Thou wilt bestow them. Therefore I 
am certain that Thou art true, and canst not lie* 
And, therefore, also, it is not the worthiness of my 
prayer, but the full persuasion of Thy truth that 
makes me to believe, and be persuaded beyond doubt, 
that all is, and will be,'' Amen. 

h. In this word all the requests concentre, and are 
put together ; — " So be it." There is in it withal 
a profession of confidence that it shall be so. It is 
from one root with those words which »gnify leliemng 
and truth. The truth of God^s promising persuades 
belief; and belief persuades to hope for a gracious 
answer to prayer. And this is an exeelleiit advan> 
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tage of the prayer of fsiith, that it quiets and esta- 
blishes the heart iif God. Whatsoever be its estate 
and desire, when once the believer hath put his peti- 
tion into God's hands, he rests content in holy secu- 
rity and assurance concerning the answer ; refers it 
to the wisdom and love of God, how and when He 
will answer ; not doubting that whatsoever it be, and 
whensoever it shall be, both gracious and seasonable. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

BXPLANATIONS AND EXPANSIONS OF THE LORD's 
PRAYER. 



1. «xplanati6n of the loud's prayer in the prayer-book. 



THE PRATER. 

Our Father which art in 
HeaTen ; 

Hallowed be Thy Name ; 
Thj kingdom come ; 
Thy will be done. 
On earth as it is in hear 
Ten. 

<3iTe OS this day our daily 
bread; 

And forgive ns oar tres- 
passes as we forgire them 
that trespass against us ; 

And lead us not into temp- 
tation. 



Bat deliver us from eviL 



Amen. 



THE EXPLANATION. 

il desire, my Lord God, our heavenly 
Father, who is the Giver of all 
goodness, to send His grace unt« 
me, and to all people ; that we may 
worship Him; 
serve Him ; 
and obey Him ; 

as we ought to do. 

( And I pray unto God that He will 

\ send us all things that be needful 

both for our souls and bodies ; 

and that He will be meroiful to us, 
and forgive us our sins ; 

and that it will please Him to save 
and defend us in all dangers, 
ghostly and bodily ; 
And that He will keep us from all 
sin and wickedness, and from our 
ghostly enemy, and from everlast- 
ing death. 
And this I trust He will do of His 
I mercy and goodness, through our 
I Lord Jesus Christ. And there. 
, fore I say «« Amen,'* so be it 
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II. A SUMMABT OF THE LOBd's PRAYER. 

Sotd, — our Father who art in heaven, we Thy 
ehildren upon earth are driren into exile from Thee ; 
for there is a great cloud between Thee and us I 
how shall we ever return unto Thee and unto our 
country I 

Ood. — '' The son honoureth his father, and the ser- 
vant his master, if then I be a Father where is Mine 
honour ? and if I be a Master where is My fear ?" 
'* And My name continually every day is blasphemed 
both by you and among you." 

SouL — Alas I It is true, Father, and we con* 
fess our fault. But do Thou condescend to be unto 
us a merciful Father, and enter not into judgment 
nor contend with us, but grant us Thy grace, that 
our life may be such that Thy most Holy Name may 
be sanctified in us. Permit us not to think, speak, 
do^ have, or purpose anything but that which has for 
its objects Thy glory and honour ; that thus before 
all things, Thy honour and the glory of Thy name 
may be sought by us, and not our own vain honour 
and name. Grant unto us that as a son loveth hb 
&ther, so we may love Thee, reverence Thee, and 
fear Thee 1 

Gfod, — How can My honour and name be sancti- 
fied among you when ye are captive under iniquity, 
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and when the motions, and imaginations of your 
hearts are prone to evil ? No one can sing My song 
in a strange land I 

Soul. — These things Father are true* We feel 
by experience that our members are prone to evil ; 
the world, the flesh, and the devil wish to have the 
dominion over us, that they may thus drive away 
Thy honour and the glory of Thy name. Where- 
fore we pray that we may be delivered from this 
state of exile, and that Thy kingdom may come unto 
us, that, sin, being driven far away from us, we may 
become holy, pure, and well pleasing unto Thee ; 
and that Thou alone mayest reign in us, and we may 
be made Thy kingdom by the obedience of all our 
powers both outward and inward. 

Chd. — Whom I design to help, him I first destroy ; 
and whom I design to make alive, happy, rich, and 
holy, him I kill, reject, bring to want, and reduce to 
nothing. But this My counsel and work ye will 
not endure. How then shall I bring you help ? 

8ouL — We repent of these our faults, — that we 
neither understand nor endure Thy saving hand. 
Give us grace, Father, and bring us help, that we 
may suffer the will of Thy divine Majesty to be done 
in us. And do Thou, however painful soever it may 
be imto us, go on with what Thou art doing. Do 
what Thou wilt, convince us, that Thy will, and not 
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ours, may ever be done. Resist us Father, and 
do not suffer us to presume, nor to accomplish our 
own judgment, will, or counsel. For Thy will and 
ours oppose each other. Thy will is only good, even 
when it does not appear so, but our will is only evil, 
even when it appears in its brightest colours. 

Qod. — It has often happened that many have 
loved Me with their mouth, and lied unto Me with 
their tongue, while their heart was not right with 
Me, but far away from Me ; who, when I took them 
in hand, revolted and went back again, as you read 
in the 78th Ps. v. 9, " They turned back in the day 
of battle." These, though they began weD, yet 
turned back from Me, and fell anew into sin and into 
the dishonouring of My name. 

SouL — Ah, Father! all these things are true. 
''By strength shall no man prevail.'' Who can 
stand before Thy power, if Thou doest not Thyself 
comfort and refresh us with consolation? Where- 
fore, most loving Father, take us into Thy hand, and 
accomplish all Thy will in us, that we may be made 
Thy kingdom to the glory of Thy name. Give us 
dear Father I strength under all this Thy work ; 
and by the sanctifying power of Thy word give us 
our daily bread. Impress upon our hearts the image 
of Thy dearly beloved Son Jesus Christ, the true 
heavenly bread ; that being comforted through Him, 
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we may be enabled to bear and take joyfully the 
destruction and mortification of our will, and the 
aocomplishment of Thy good pleasure. Tea, give 
grace unto all good Christians ; send unto us priestn 
and preachers that excel in doctrine, who in their 
teaching may set before us, not husks, and chafi^ 
and the mad dreams of " old wives &bles ;'' but 
the holy doctrine of Thy Gospel, and Jesus Christ 
himself. 

Ghd. — It is not good and holy " to take the chiJ^ 
dren's bread, and cast it unto the dogs." Ye daily 
practise iniquity. And when I myself have sent 
unto you the preaching of My word, and it has been 
before you night and day, ye neither hear it, nor 
practise what ye hear, and thus My word is set at 
naught I 

Soul, — Father we are implicated in this fault, 
but grant us mercy ; and do not on account of that 
our sin, deny us the blessed Bread. Also, we repent 
that we have not done Thy holy word, and we beg 
of Thee to have patience with us Thy miserable 
children, and forgive this our debt. " Enter not 
into judgment with us, for in Thy sight shall no flesh 
living be justified." Remember Thy promise, accord- 
ing to the direction of which we have from our hearts 
forgiven our debtors, and in which Thou hast said 
that Thou wilt forgive us who have thus endeavoured 
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to forgive others. Not that by this our forgiveness 
we are worthy of the grace of Thy promise, but be- 
cause Thou art true, and hast by the preaching of 
Thy word promised that pardon to all who with free 
forgiveness forgive their neighbours : in which pro- 
mise we confidently trust. 

Qod, — I do freely forgive you and grant you de- 
liverance ; but ye by no means constantly persevere. 
Ye are of little faith : ye cannot watch and endure 
"with me one hour;" and ye quickly fall inta 
temptation. 

SouL — Father we are weak and destitute of 
strength, and there are great and various temptations 
from the flesh and the world. dear Father pre^ 
serve us, do not permit us to fall into temptation and 
sin again ^ but give us grace to persevere and fight 
manfully unto the end of our life ; for without Thy 
grace and help we can do nothing. 

Ghd. — I am righteous in my judgment, and 
therefore sin cannot remain without punishment. 
Ye must therefore endure evil, that there may rise 
therefrom a sufficiency of temptations. But all this 
happens from your own fiAults, which force me to 
punish and withstand you. 

SouL — Since then evil affords a cause for trans- 
gression and temptation, dear Father deliver us 
from it ; that being freed from all sins and evils, we 
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may be able to become Thy kingdom according to 
the good pleasure of Thy divine will, and may praise 
Thee continually, bless Thee, and declare Thee to be 
all holy. Amen ! And since Thou hast taught and 
commanded us to pray thus, and hast moreover pro- 
mised to hear us, therefore, most loving Father, we 
hope that Thou, fbr the sake of Thy glorious truth, 
wilt in goodness and mercy, grant us all these 
things! 

III. A PARAPHRASE OF THE LORD's PRATER. 

God Almighty, our most dear heavenly Father, 
which of Thine infinite benevolence and only mercy 
hast taught and commsmded us, by Thy only and dear 
beloved Son Jesus Christ, to believe constantly that 
for His sake Thou hast admitted us into the number 
of Thy children, and made us the very inheritors of 
Thy kingdom ; — lo I here we, now, Thy children, hav- 
ing conceived in our hearts firm and stedfast trust of 
Thy Fatherly love towards us, and lamenting in 
our hearts to see how many ways Thy godly name is 
dishonoured and blasphemed here in this vale of 
misery ; we most hmnbly, and even from the root 
and bottom of our hearts, beseech and pray Thee, 
that Thy name may be hallowed, honoured, praised, 
and glorified among us here in this world. Make 
that all false faith, by which men either distrust 



Digitized by 



Google 



EXPLANATIONS AND EXPANSIONS. 22U9 

Thee, or put their coufidence in anything other than 
Thee, may be destroyed. Make that all heresies 
and false doctrines may vanish away, and that Thy 
word may be truly taught and set forth unto all the 
world, and that all infidels may receive the same, 
and be converted unto the right Catholic faith. 
Make that no man swear in vain by Thy name, or 
abuse Thy name to lie or to deceive his neighbour. 
Grant us that in all perils and dangers we piay run 
unto Thee, as unto our only refuge, and call upon 
Thy holy name. Grant that in our good words and 
works we may only please and magnify Thee. Keep 
us that we desire nothing which should not return to 
the honour and praise of Thy name ; and if we ask 
any such thing hear not our foolishness. Make that 
our life be such, that we may be truly found Thy chil- 
dren indeed, and that we shall not in vain call Thee 
our Father : but that in all things we may study and 
seek for the honour and glory of Thy name. 

God Almighty, our most merciful Father, we 
Thy wretched children most humbly beseech and 
pray Thee, help us by Thy grace, not only that we 
may attain and come to Thy kingdom in heaven 
after this mortal life, but also that in this present life 
we may be delivered from the kingdom and power of 
the Devil and sin ; and that we may live under Thy 
dominion and kingdom, which is the kingdom of 

p 
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iBiioeeBcy and grace. We confeas and acknowledge 
•or folly and blindness, yea and our extreme unkind- 
ness towards Thee our most merciful Father, in that 
we have so willingly and gladly forsaken Thee, so 
mighty and so gracious a King. Make the virtue 
of Thy kingdom so to come and to reign within us, 
that all our heart, mind, and wits, with all our 
strength inward and outward, may suffer themselves 
to be ruled by Thee, to serve Thee, to observe Thy 
commandments and Thy will, not themselves, the 
flesh, the world, or the Devil. Make that Thy king- 
dom, once in us begun, may be daily increased and 
go forward more and more. Suffer not the subtile 
and secret hate or sloth, which we have to goodness, 
to rule so in us, that it shall cause us to look back 
again and to fall into sin. Give us a stable purpose 
and strength, not only to begin the life of innocency 
in Thy kingdom, but also to proceed earnestly in it, 
and to perform it. Lighten our eyes lest we sleep 
or be weary in good life once begun, and so suffer 
our enemy to bring us again under his power. Grant 
that we may continue in goodness ; and that after 
this kingdom which is begun in this life, we may 
come unto Thy heavenly kingdom which endureth 
ever. 

Father grant us, we beseech Thee, that like as 
Thy holy angels in heaven, in whom Thou reignest 
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perfectly and holy, do never cease, nor shall cease to 
glorify Thee and praise Thee, and to fulfil Thy will 
and pleasure in all things, and that most readily and 
gladly, without any manner of grudging or resisting 
thereunto, knowing certainly and clearly that Thy 
will is always best ; even so we Thy children here 
on earth may daily and continually praise Thee by 
our holy conversation in good works and good life ; 
and that we may from time to time so mortify our 
own carnal affections and evil desires, and so renounce 
and deny our own corrupt and sinful appetite and 
will, that we may be ever ready, like loving children, 
humbly, lowly, and obediently to approve, allow, and 
accomplish Thy will in all things ; and to submit 
ourselves with all our heart unto the same ; and to 
acknowledge that whatsoever is Thy will, the same 
is most perfect, most just, most holy, and most ex- 
pedient for the wealth and health of our souls. Give 
us true and stable patience, when our will is thwarted 
and broken.' Endue us with Thy grace, that we may 
gladly suffer all diseases, poverty, despisings, perse- 
cutions, and adversities ; knowing that it is Thy will 
that we should crucify and mortify our wills. Make 
ns that we impute it not to the Devil or evil men, 
when any adversity chanceth us ; but that we may 
attribute all unto Thy godly will, and give Thee 
thanks therefore, which dost ordain all such things 
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for our weal and benefit. Give us grace that when- 
soever it shall please Thee to call ns ont of this tran- 
sitory life, we may be willing to die, and that for 
Thy will we may t«ke our death gladly ; so that by 
fear or infirmity we be not made disobedient unto 
Thee. 

O our heavenly Father, we beseech Thee give us 
this day our daily bread. Give us meat, and drink, 
and clothing for our bodies. Send us increase of 
com, and fruit, and cattle. Give us health and 
strength, rest and peace, that we may lead a peace- 
able and a quiet life in all godliness and honesty. 
Grant us good success in our business and help in 
adversity and peril. Grant us, we beseech Thee, all 
things convenient for our necessity in this temporal 
life. And to them, to whom Thou dost vouchsafe to 
give more than their own portion necessary for their 
vocation and degree, give Thy grace, that they may 
be Thy diligent and true dispensators and stewards 
to distribute that they have (over and above that is 
necessary, considering their estate and degree,) to them 
that have need of it. For so good Lord Thou dost 
provide for Thy poor people that have nothing, by 
them which have of Thy gift suflScient to relieve 
themselves and others. And give also Thy grace to 
us, that we have not too much solicitude and care 
for these transitory and unstable things ; but that 
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our hearts may be fixed in things which be eternal, 
and in Thy kingdom which is eyerlasting. And yet, 
moreover, good Lord, not only give us our necessaries, 
but also conserve that Thou dost give us, and cause 
that it may come to our use, and by us to the poor 
people, for whom by us Thou hast provided. Give 
us grace, that we may be fed and nourished with all 
the life of Christ, that is to say, both His words and 
works; and that they may be to us an effectual 
example and spectacle of all virtues. Grant that all 
they that preach Thy word profitably and godly 
preach Thee and Thy Son Jesus Christ through all 
the world ; and that all we which hear Thy word 
preached may be so fed therewith, that not only we 
may outwardly receive the same, but also digest it 
within our hearts ; and that it may appear in all the 
acts and deeds of our life. Grant this also, merciful 
Father, that all false doctrines contrary to Thy word, 
which feed not, but poison and kill the soul, may be 
utterly extinct and cast away out of Thy Church ; so 
that we may be fed with the true doctrine of Thy 
word, as with all other things necessary for us in 
this life. 

Our heavenly Father, lol we wretched sinners, 
knowledging and confessing unto Thee, our most 
merciful Father, the great and manifold sins where- 
with our conscience is continually cumbered, and 
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having none other refdge but unto Thy inercy ; — 
we most humbly beseech Thee, comfort our con- 
science, both now and in the hour of our death, which 
is now abashed and ashamed to look upon our sin 
and iniquity, and then also shall be more ashamed 
and afraid, remembering Thy hard and strait judg- 
ment, which shall then be at hand. Give us Thy 
peace in our hearts, that we to our comfort may look 
for Thy judgment. Enter not into judgment against 
us with the strait extremity of Thy judgment ; for 
in Thy sight no man shall be found innocent or 
righteous, but manifold ways we have sinned against 
Thee. Give us grace, dear Father, not to stick, 
stay, or ground ourselves in our own good works or 
deservings ; but to give and submit ourselves plainly 
and faithfully to Thine infinite and incomparable 
mercy. Comfort us, refresh us, and be reconciled to 
us. Judge us not after the accusation of the Devil, 
or our wretched conscience, neither hear the voice of 
our enemies which accuse us day and night before 
The«. But like as we forgive them heartily which 
trespass against us, even so we beseech Thee forgive 
us the manifold sins, whereby from our youth we 
have provoked Thy displeasure and wrath against 
us, and daily do provoke it, by doing that is evil, 
and omitting that is good, and so wash our sins daily 
more and more, through the blood of Thy Son and 
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our Saviour Jesus Christ. And forasmuch as it is 
all repugnant and contrary unto our frail and corrupt 
nature to love them which hate us, or to forgive them 
(without revenging) which do hurt and <^end us : 
give us, we beseech Thee, this heavenly grace, and 
mi^e Thou our hearts so meek and gentle, that we 
may gladly and unfeignedly forgive them which have 
hated or hurted us in word or in deed, and that we may 
behave ourselves unto all men, friends and foes, with 
such mercy, gentleness, and kindness, as we would 
desire not only that they, but also that Thou, good 
Lord, shouldest use unto us. 

our heavenly Father, lo! we here Thy most 
unworthy and miserable children, feeling and con- 
sidering the great and violent assaults whereby not 
only the Devil and his wicked spirits, but also our 
own flesh and concupiscence continually do tempt and 
provoke us to break and violate Thy most holy will 
and commands : and considering also our own igno- 
rance and frailness, and how weak and unable we be 
to resist so mighty and crafty enemies without Thy 
heavenly grace and help ; we most humbly beseeech 
Thee, help us, succour us, and defend us in all 
temptations of the devil, and of our own concupiscence, 
and suffer us not to be vanquished and overthrown 
by them. Make that we resist and fight against all 
temptation and may be able to subdue ikt same ; and 
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be meet and apt to all good works. Keep ub ikai 
the Devil by no snggestion bring us from the right 
£uth ; neither caose as to fall into desperation now, 
nor, at the point of death. Put Thy helping hand, 
heavenly Father, to them that fight and laboar 
against hard and manifold temptations. Look, most 
dear Father, upon us Thy children, which in this 
most tempestuous and troublous eea of this world be 
tossed on every side with the most perilous waves of 
temptation, and be compassed about both within and 
without with most dreadful and cruel enemies. De- 
fend us, we beseech Thee, of Thy infinite goodness, 
and for Thy Son Jesus Christ's sake, from all these 
enemies and dangers : and give us Thy grace and 
help, that they may never tempt us further, nor have 
greater power over us, than we shall be able to bear, 
resist, and sustain ; and that they may never over- 
c(Mne us, but that we may ever have the over hand 
upon them. 

Father, keep us from the danger of fire and 
water, from thunder, lightning, and hail. Keep us 
from hunger and death. Keep us from war and 
manslaughter. Keep us from Thy most grievous 
strokes, the pestilence, and all other diseases. Keep 
us from sudden death. Keep us from all evils and 
perils of the body, if it be Thy pleasure so to do. 
But most specially keep us from sin, and all things 
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thftt maj displease Thee. Deliyer ns from Thy strait 
judgment at oar death, and at the last day of doom. 
T«m never Thy face from as, most loving Father. 

Good Lord, grant onto as all these oar saits and 
petitions, according to oar hamhle reqaest and de* 
sire* Amen. 

IV. THE PRACTICE OF DIVINE LOVE IN THE LORD^S 
PRAYER. 

infinite Love, it is my daty and my preyious con- 
happiness to love Thee ; bat, alas, my ■*^«"***»* 
own sad experience teaches me how little I am able 
able to love. 

Ah, Lord, there is a dark cload of ig- our impotenee 
norance spread over my soal, that inter- *®*****^ 
cepts Thy beams. I cannot clearly see, I cannot 
fally know, how lovely Thon art. 

Ah, Lord, whenever any gleams of Thy loveliness 
break in npon my spirit and attract my will, a crowd 
of strange loves importane and tempt me to wander 
after them. 

Since, my God, I can of myself nei- God la our te- 
ther know nor love Thee; since I cannot '"*** 
by my own strength do " those things Thon re- 
qoirest, nor walk in Thy commandments, nor serve 
Thee," nor think so mach as one good thoaght; 
whither can I fly, bat only to Thy free and anboond- 



Digitized by 



Google 



3M CMAPTEB SIT. 

ed love ? Thou art my hope, my help, and my Btl- 
vation; Thou only canst teach and enable me to 
know and to love Thy own goodness. 

Our aaabtanee % Thy Special gracc, O my God, 
from God ^^ rpj^^ particular assistance, by the 

strength of Thy love, " I can do all things." 0, let 
Thy grace ever enlighten and inflame me ; let it ever 
prevent, and accompany, and follow me ; let it ever 
excite, and increase, and support Thy love in my 
heart. 0, let it ever work in me both " to will and 
to do Thy good pleasure." 

Gained by ^ know, Lord, that Thy grace, and all 

prayer. other blessings, " I must learn at all 

times to call for by diligent prayer ;" and I adore 
and love Thy infinite benignity to sinners, in indnl- 
ging ns the privilege, the honour, the happiness, to 
pray to Thee, to pour out our souls, to breathe out 
our desires, to present our wants, and to unbosom 
our griefii, at Thy throne of love. 

Enooongements I Pl^ais© and I loVC ThcC, SOVO- 

^ P'*^' reign Love, for not only permitting us 

miserable wretches to pray to Thee, but also for giv- 
ing us all imaginable encouragement to so important 
and divine a duty. 

I adore and love Thee, munificent Goodness, for 
inviting, for commanding us to pray. I adore and 
love Thee for pouring out Thy Holy " Spirit of grace 
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and sapplication" on us, to help our infirmities, to 
assist tts in praying, to make " intercessions for ns, 
with sighs and groans that cannot be uttered," with 
the utmost ardours of a penitential and indigent We. 
I adore and love Thee for giving us so many glori- 
ous promises of hearing our prayers, so many firm 
assurances of a gracious acceptance. 

Thou great Prophet of Divine Love, ^ pattern of 
who, as if Thy invitation, and com- ^^^^' 
mand, and assistance, and promise, were not enough 
to move us to pray, has condescended to teach us this 
duty Thyself, and to give us a perfect pattern of 
prayer ; for which I adore and love Thee. 

Glory be to Thee, blessed Master ^ ^nn j^^^ 
of devotion who, in dictating a form «>n'^«««endin«. 
of prayer, and enjoining us to use it, hast complied 
with our weakness, and warned us not to rely on 
rash and unpremeditated effusions ; who in dictating 
a short form, has taught us to avoid '^ vain repeti- 
tions," or " thinking we shall be heard for much 
speaking," and to measure our prayers rather by 
their fervency than length. 

That prayer, which was composed 

Most divine. 

by Thy own Self, God, that hearest 
prayer, we are sure is most divine and excellent, and 
perfect like its Author, and most agreeable and ac- 
ceptable to Thee ; for which I adore and love Thee. 
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blessed Jesus, the only beloved of 

Mottaeetptable. 

God, Thou best onderstandest tbe lan- 
gnage of love, and in that language Thou hast taught 
us to pray ; and whenever we pray in that language, 
we have an humble confidence Thy heavenly Father 
will hear us, who with the words of His own beloved 
Son will ever be well pleased ; and therefore I adore 
and love Thee. 

NeoeMity of Thou, heavenly guide of our devo- 
v^^' tion and our love, by teaching us to pray 

hast showed us that prayer is our treasury where all 
blessings are kept, our armoury where all our strength 
and weapons are stored, the only great preservative, 
and the very vital heat of divine love. Give me 
grace, therefore, to call on Thee at all times by dili- 
gent prayer. 

MiMry of those ^) ^^® unspeakable misery of those 

whodonotprmr. ^j^^ ^.^j^^^ ^^^^j^ ^^^j^^ ^^^ ^^^^ ^^ 

prayer, or else profane it by drawing near to God 
with their lips, when their hearts are far removed 
from Him ; whose prayers, being void of all devotion 
and concern, are turned into fresh sins. How de- 
servedly shall he have God for his enemy, who would 
not beg pardon of a most reconcilable Father I How 
deservedly shall he suffer eternal wrath, who thought 
heaven not worth the asking I 
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my God, let me daily offer up to p„y„ ^^^^^ 
Thee my morning and even sacrifice in ^ ^ ^^^' 
daily private, and in public too, if my circumstances 
permit ; and, as near as I can, let me omit no op- 
portunities of praying, or of praising Thee. 

ray God, may I ever " keep myself 

rm 1 1 • • 1 t-r , lucesBant. 

in Thy love, by praymg m the Holy 

Ghost," and by " praying without ceasing," since I 

incessantly want the succours of thy love. 

Ah, Lord, I know my devotion has daily many 
unavoidable and necessary interruptions, and I can- 
not always be actually praying ; all I can do is, to 
beg of Thy love to keep my heart always in a habi- 
tual disposition to devotion, and in mindfulness of 
Thy divine presence, that I may perpetuate my 
prayer by frequent ejaculations. 

my God, as Thy infinite love is ever streaming 
in blessings on me, 0, let my soul be ever breathing 
love to Thee. 

my God, to prayer, whereby I ad- joined with 

reading and nae- 

dress Thee, give me grace to add the ditation. 
reading and meditation of Thy word, whereby Thou 
art pleased to converse with me. 

It is of Thy abundant love to us, Lord, that Thou 
indulgest us Thy word in our own mother-tongue, 
that from those dear volumes of Thy love every de- 
vout lover may daily, and on all occasions, supply 
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proper fad to his love ; for wMch all lore, all glory, 
be to Thee. 

The method of ^ adore and love Thee, heavenly 
''*'** Oracle of love, for contriving this prayer 

in that admirable method; that Thon hast withal 
taught us all the reqnifiites of an acceptable prayer. 
Thou, in the prefiace, hast tanght ns ^' how to' pray;" 
in the petitions, for what to pray ; and in the con- 
clusion, what ought to be the end of our prayers : 
for which I adore and love Thee. 

Father. 
The ?eboe ^^OTj be to Thcc, Jcsu, who hast 
pr«^**To whoS. taugJi* tts to whom to direct our prayers ; 

God only. ^ q^ oulj^ siucc He Only is omniscient 
to know, and all-sufficient to succour us in, all our 
necessities. 

For Jesua' Glory be to Thee, who hast taught us 
"*'*^ for whose sake only we can hope to be 

heard, even for Thy own, blessed Jesus ; for it is 
through Thy alone mediation that we sinners can 
call God Father, or have access to His throne. 

with the affec- Glory be to Thee, beloved Jesus, 
uon.«fachUd. ^^^^ j^ teaching us to call God Father, 
hast taught us to pray with the affections of a child, 
with reverential love, and reliance on the paternal 
care, and benignity, and love of our heavenly Father. 
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Out FaJther. 
Glory be to Thee, Lord, who in 

,. „' , V„ , Ofabrother. 

teachiiig me to call God our Father, 
has taught me not to confine my charity to myself, 
but to pray also with the affections of a brother, and 
to enlarge it to all mankind, who are children by 
creation, to all Christians, who are children by adop- 
tion, of the same heavenly Father. 0, give me that 
brotherly kindness to them all, that I may beg the 
same blessings for them as for myself, and earnestly 
pray that they may all share with me in Thy fatherly 
love. 

Which art in heaven. 

Glory be to Thee, thou Beloved of ^ith tbehumi- 
the Father, who, in teaching us to pray "*yo'»~PP«"*- 
to '' our Father in heaven," hast taught me the in- 
finite distance between God and us, and to pray with 
the humility of a suppliant, with that awe that be- 
comes a frail creature, a miserable sinner, before his 
Creator and his Judge. 

Father Almighty, though Thou fiUest all places, 
yet Thy glory is most manifested in heaven, and 
there Thy majesty does most illustriously dwell, and 
to Thy throne there are we to lift up our hearts when 
we pray. 0, let my soul fly up to Thee, when I 
pray, in heavenly thoughts and desires and love. 0, 
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let me savour nothiog of the earth, whenever I treat 
with Thee in heaven. 

Petmon-inge. ^^^"7 l>e to Thee, gracious Lord, 
SStt^^VSr ^^^p ^ <^^e petitions of Thy most divine 
twngs la uu prayer, hast taught us for what we are 
to pray : for all blessings, temporal and eternal ; for 
all things lawful, " and according to Thy will." 

And in what Glory bc to Thcc, Jesu, who, in 
^^^^' ranking the petitions for spiritual bless- 

ings first, hast taught us to seek heaven in the first 
place. Grant, Lord, that I may always beg Thy bless- 
ings in their due order ; that I may pray for blessingH 
spiritual with holy violence, with importunity, and 
resolution not to be denied, as being the proper in- 
gredients of Thy love, and absolutely necessary to 
my eternal welfare ; and for temporal with indiffer- 
ence and resignation to Thy will, since I may love 
Thee, and be eternally happy without them. 

Hallowed be Thy name. 
In particular for Lord God, may " Thy name," Thy 

blcssiDgs spiritual _ , _ . , , r^ ,- , 

relating to God. own glonous and amiable Self, have a 
love and honour separate and incommunicable. May 
Thy infinite goodness and greatness be for ever, by 
all men and all angels, confessed, and admired, and 
adored, and magnified, both in private and public, in 
our hearts, our months, and our lives. 
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All creatures share in Thy goodness, God : 0, 
let all creatures help us to glorify Thy name. 

'' 0, may every thing that hath breath praise the 
Lordr 

Thy kingdom come, 

Thou King of kings, may " Thy kingdom of 
grace,'' the Church militant, the catholic seminary of 
divine love, come to its utmost evangelical perfection 
in this life. 

0, may Thy gospel, Lord, be daily propagated, 
unbelieving nations converted, and the number of 
Thy saints augmented. 

Grant, Lord God, that Thy true religion, Thy 
worth. Thy conveyances of grace, all the holy insti- 
tutions, laws, and governors, fixed by Thee in Thy 
spiritual kingdom, may be loved, and honoured, and 
obeyed ; and that Thy faithful subjects may be pro- 
tected against all the malice of wicked men, or the 
powers of darkness. 

my God, let it be Thy good pleasure to put a 
period to sin and misery, to infirmity and death ; to 
eomplete the number of Thine elect, and to hasten 
Thy kingdom of glory ; that I, and all that wait for 
Thy salvation, may, in the Church triumphant, eter- 
nally love and. glorify Thee. 

Q 
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Thi^ will he done in earthj as it is in heaven. 

my God, Thj will and Thj commands '^ are 
most holy, just, and good,'' and condescending to onr 
weakness, and by no means grievous. 0, give me 
grace conscientiously to observe them. 

Thy blessed angels, Lord, " always behold Thy 
face in heaven ;" they have the beatific vision of Thy 
incomparable amiableness ; they cannot but unalter- 
ably choose Thee ; they must needs, to the utmost 
of their capacity, praise and love Thee ; they cannot 
possibly offend Thee ; they ever perfectly obey Thee, 
and are always upon the wing at Thy command. 

Lord, give me grace, in imitation of the blessed 
spirits above, to set Thee always before me ; 0, fix 
my serious contemplation on Thee. Ravish my soul 
with a lively sense of Thy infinite amiableness ; O, 
vouchsafe me one short glimpse of Thy goodness. 
0, may I once " taste and see how gracious Thou 
art,'' that all things besides Thee may be tasteless to 
me ; that my desires may always fly up towards 
Thee \ that I may render Thee love, and praise, and 
obedience, pure and cheerful, constant and zealous, 
universal and uniform, like that the holy angel8^render 
Thee in heaven. 
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Give us this day our daily bread. 

Glory be to Thee, heavenly Bene- petitions reut- 
fector, "who openest Thy hand, and i°«*o««»«»^«- 
fillest all things living with plenteousness/^ 

0, let it be Thy good pleasure to give me, and 
all that wait on Thy beneficent love, our food in due 
season ; " give us bread," and all that is compre- 
hended by it, health, food, raiment, and all the neces- 
saries of life. 

Give us, heavenly Father, " daily bread ;" no- 
thing to gratify our luxury, but such a competence 
as Thy divine wisdom sees fittest for us. 

Give us, bountiful Creator, ** daily bread this 
day ;" teach us to Kve without covetous anxiety for 
to-morrow, with a fiducial dependence on Thy fatherly 
goodness, and to be content and thankful for the pre- 
sent portion Thy love has indulged us. 

merciful Lord, give us our bread," that which 
is Our own bread by honest labour or a lawful title ; 
and grant that we may never eat the bread of idle- 
ness or of deceit. 

Do Thou, Lord, give us our bread; for unless 
Thou givest it, we cannot have it ; and together with 
our bread giv.e us Thy blessing, otherwise our very 
bread will not nourish us. 

Above all, Lord God, give us the bread of life, 
the bread that came down from heaven, the body and 
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blood of Thy most blessed Son, to feed our souls to 
life eternal. 

Blessed Jesus, 0, that it might be '' my meat,'' as 
it was Thine, "to do the will of Thy heavenly 
Father. 

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive them 
that trespass against us. 

For Thine own infinite mercies' sake, and for the 
merits of the Son of Thy love, " forgive me" and all- 
penitent sinners " our trespasses," our sins, known 
or secret, of omission or commission, which are the 
vast debts we owe to Thy vindictive justice. 

" Forgive us," Lord, " as we forgive all them," 
even our greatest enemies, that " trespass against us," 
their trespasses, which are infinitely inconsiderable 
in comparison of our trespasses against Thee. 

Glory be to Thee, Lord, who, to teach us charity, 
hast made our forgiveness of others the condition of 
obtaining Thine. 

easy, gracious condition of pardon 1 Who 
would not forgive his brother a few pence in this life 
to have " ten thousand talents" forgiven in the next I 

0, let my love, Lord, learn from Thine, not only 
to forgive my enemies, but to be zealous also to do 
them good. 
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And lead us not into temptation. 

Lqi'd God, Thou seest how our ghostly enemies, 
the world, the flesh, and the devil, are every moment 
soliciting, enticing, alluring, or tempting us to evil. 
0, be merciful to us, save, and help, and deliver us. 

Thou seest, my God, how infirm I am, and how 
ready my own deceitful heart is to surrender itself to 
the tempter ; and I know that Satan cannot tempt 
me without Thy permission. 0, lead me not, if it 
be Thy good pleasure, suffer me not to fall into vio- 
lent or lasting temptations, that may endanger my 
perseverance. 

1 know, heavenly Father, that to be tempted is 
no sin, for Thy own beloved Son, God incarnate, was 
tempted to the most horrid of all sins, to fall and 
worship the very devil ; I know. Lord, the sin lies 
in yielding to tlie temptation. 

my God, if Thou, for trial of my love, lead me 
into any great temptation, and let me continue under 
it. Thy will. Lord, be done, not mine. 0, let Thy 
paternal tenderness limit and control the tempter ; 
0, let Thy all-sufficient grace restrain my consent, 
and keep me always on my guard, watching and 
praying, and let me at last be more than conqueror. 

1 am content, Lord, to be tried and assaulted, so I 
be not wicked, though it be grievous for those that 
love Thee to be tempted to offend Thee. 
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But deliver us from evil 

Father of mercy, if Thou thinkest fit to " lead 
me into temptation, deliver me from the evil" to 
which I am tempted ; deliver me from the evil of sin, 
and the evil of punishment, from the evil one, from 
the evil world, and from my own evil heart, and from 
all suggestions to evil ; for all that is evil is most 
hatefrd to Thee, who art infinite goodness, and most 
destructive of Thy love. And therefore from all 
that is evil, Almighty Lord, defend me. 

Far Thine is the kingdom^ and the power ^ and the 
ghry^ and for ever and ever. 

The concIu.Ion ^ ^^ ^^ ^^^® '^^®«' ^ J^' ^^' 

fer^"riSt^25, ^y concluding this prayer with a doxo- 
*^^^' logy, has taught us, that the right end 
of our prayers should be the glory of God, that we 
should be ever careful to mix praise with our prayers, 
and to be as zealous to give thanks for what we re- 
ceive, as to pray for what we want. 

To Thee, Lord God, do we pray ; on Thee only 
we rely and depend for acceptance ; to Thee only we 
offer up our praises ; for " Thine is the kingdom, "^ 
and sovereign right to dispose of all things ; Thine 
is " the power" almighty to relieve and bless us ; 
^' Thine is the glory." All the communications of 
Thy goodness, as they flow from Thee, return to 
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Thee again in sacrifices of love, of praise and adora- 
tion. 

Amen. 

For the sake, heavenly Father, of Thy Beloved, 
in whom all " Thy promises are Amen," and who is 
himself " the Amen, the faithful and the true Wit- 
ness'' of Thy love to us ; hear me, and pardon my 
wanderings and coldness, and help me to sum up and 
enforce my whole prayer, all my own wants, and all 
the wants of those I pray for, in a hearty, and fer- 
vent, and comprehensive Amen. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

V8B OF THE LOBD's PBAYER BY THE APOSTLES. 

Although it was of course nnnecessaiy for the 
Sacred Historians to inform ns that the Apostles did 
follow the directions of their Master in constantly 
using His Prayer, (it being taken for granted that 
they would, pay the same reverend attention to this, 
as to all His other commands ;) yet it is interesting 
and instructiye to search for proofs of an indirect but 
conclusive nature, bearing on their habitual use of 
the Lord's Prayer. 

I. The Jirst line of proof runs through that most 
useful supplement to the Acts of the Apostles, — the 
History of the Early Churches, founded by the 
Apostles themselves. In these the customs and 
directions of their apostolic founders were carefully 
preserved and recorded; and from the descriptions 
given of their forms of public worship, and their pri- 
vate devotions, we gather that in both they constantly 
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used the Lord's Prayer;— »a clear proof that their 
founders, the Apostles, did so also. 

There was hardly any office in the primitiye 
church in which the celehration of this prayer did 
not make a solemn part; so that at length it was 
called "the daily prayer," "the common prayer," 
" the established prayer," or " the prayer of the 
Christian law ;" " the epitome of the Gospel" : and 
St. Augustine even terms it " the daily baptism," 
and " a daily purification," " for," says he, " we are 
absolved once by baptism, but by this prayer daily." 
When in succeeding ages some of the clergy in Spain 
occasionally omitted it in the daily service, they were 
censured by a Council, as " proud contemners of the 
Lord's injunction ; " and it was enacted, " that every 
clergyman omitting it, either in private or public 
prayer, should be degraded from the dignity of his 
office." It is worthy of remark, that the heathen 
writer Lucian, nearly contemporary with the apostles, 
makes a Christian, in one of his dialogues, speak of 
" the prayer, which began, * Our Father.'" 

The early Fathers were even of opinion that the 
making use of this prayer was of vast efficacy to in- 
cline God to pardon sins of infirmity, especially those 
committed through want of fervour and sufficient at- 
tention in our other prayers. " As for our daily and 
slight sins," says St. Augustine, without which n^ 
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one can live, the daily prayer will be accepted by 
God for pardon of them ;'' and the fourth Council of 
Toledo enjoins it for that, among other reasons. This 
doctrine the Papists afterwards perverted, by their 
distinction of sins into venial and mortal, and by the 
pure opus operandum of repeating the Lord's Prayer. 
Of this abuse there is happily no shadow in the pre- 
sent service of our Church, our reformers having 
wholly rejected and abolished the technical repetition 
of it (the Paternoster), with chaplets and rosaries ; 
to which truly "vain repetitions" the Church of 
Borne had annexed indulgences. 

In conclusion, in whatever else the various litur- 
gies differ, they all agree in the constant and frequent 
use of this prayer. Dr Featly says : " The reformed 
churches generally conclude their prayers before ser- 
mon with the Lord's Prayer, partly in opposition to 
the Papists, who dose up their devotions with an 
Ave Mariaf partly to supply all the defects and im- 
perfections of their own." And the learned Bingham 
pointedly declares, " I dare undertake to prove, that 
lor 1500 years together, none ever disliked the use 
of the Lord's Prayer, but only the Pelagians ; and 
they did not wholly reject the use of it neither, nor 
dislike it because it was a form, but for another rea- 
son, because it contradicted one of their principid 
Ipnets, which was, that some men were so perfect in 
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this life, that they needed not to pray to God for the 
forgiveness of their own sins, but only for those of 
others." 

II. The second line of proof that the Apostles used 
the Lord's Prayer, is this ; that their whole writings 
are tinged with its spirit ; and shew many yery plain 
references to its various petitions. 

The annexed Table will illustrate this, by com- 
paring it with a few of the many texts to be found 
closely resembling its expressions. 

Our Father. 
Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and 

Cometh down from the Father of lights. Jam. i. 17. 
because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of 

His Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father. 

Te are all the children of God by faith in Christ 

Jesus. Gal. iv. 6 ; iii. 26. 
If ye call on the Father, . . . pass the time of your so- 

jouming in fear. 1 Peter i. 17. 

Which art in Heaven (the Heavens). 
God that made the world and all things therein, seeing 

that He is Lord of heaven and earth, dwelleth not 

in temples made with hands. Acts xvii. 24. 
Our citizenship is in heaven, from whence abo we look 

for the Saviour. Phil. iii. 20. 
Christ is entered . . . into heaven itself, now to appear 

in the presence of God for us. Heb. iz. 24. 
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I knew a man in Christ . . . caught up to the third 
heaven. 2 Cor. zii. 2. 

Hallowed be thy name. 
Sanctify the Lord Grod in your hearts. 1 Peter iii. 15. 
Now ye are sanctified in the name of the Lord. 1 Cor. 

vi. 11. 
Present your bodies a holy sacrifice to God. Rom. xii. 1. 
That the name of God be not blasphemed. 1 Tim. vi. 1. 
Every man that hath this hope in him, purifieth himself 

even as He is pure. 1 John iii. 3. 
The time is come that Thou shooldest give reward onto 

. . . them that fear Thy name. Rev. xi. 18. 

Thy kingdom come. 
Who hath called you to His holy kingdom. 1 Thes. ii. 12. 
My fellow workers unto the kingdom of God. Col. iv. 12. 
Heirs of the kingdom which He hath promised. James 

ii. 5. 
Now b come the kingdom of our God. Rev. xii. 10. 

Thy tvUl be done. 
We ceased, saying, " The will of the Lord be done." 

Acts, xxi. 14. 
After ye have done the will of God. Heb. x. 36. 
Doing the will of God from the heart. Eph. vi. 6. 
God put in their hearts to fulfil Hb will. Rev. xvii. 17. 

Give U8 this day our daily bread. 
Now He that ministereth seed to the sower both minister 

bread for your food. 2 Cor. ix. 10. 
My God shall supply all your need. Phil. iv. 19. 
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He giyeth to fill life and breath and all things. Acts 

xvii. 26. 
His divine Power hath given ns all things that pertain to 

life and godliness. 2 Peter i. 3. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself, not 
imputing their trespasses unto them. 2 Cor. v. 19. 

He hath made us accepted in the Beloved, in whom we 
have redemption through His blood, even the for- 
giveness of sins. Eph. i. 6, 7. 

If we confess our sins He is faithful and just to forgive us 
our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

As we forgive them that trespass against us. 
Be ye kind one to another, tender hearted, forgiving one 
another, even as God for Christ^s sake hath forgiven 
you. Eph. iv. 82. 
Forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, if any 
man have a quarrel against any ; even as Christ for- 
gave you, so also do ye. Col. iii. 13. 
Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but rather give 
place unto wrath, for it is written, Vengeance is 
mine, I will repay, saith the Lord. Therefore, if 
thine enemy hunger, feed him ; if he thirst, give him 
drink : for in so doing thou shalt heap coals of fire 
upon his head. Bom. xii. 19, 20. 

And lead us not into temptation. 
Let him that thinketh he standeth, take heed lest he fall. 
There hath no temptation taken you, but such as is 
common (margin, moderate) to man: but God is 
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fidthftil, who will not suffer jou to be tempted above 
that ye are able ; but will, with the temptation, also 
make a waj to escape, that ye may be able to bear 
it. 1 Cor. X. 12, 13. 
The Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out of temp- 
tations. 2 Peter ii. 9. 

But deliver us from evil. 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, gave himself for our sins, that 
He might deliver us from this present evil world, ac- 
cording to the will of God. Gal. i. 4. 

The Lord shall deliver me from every evil work, and will 
preserve me unto his heavenly kingdom. 2 Tim. 
iv. 18. 

He that is begotten of God keepeth himself; and that 
wicked one toucheth him not. 1 John v. 18. 

He shall stablish you and keep you from evil. 2 Thes. iii. 3. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power , and the glory, for 

ever. Amen. 
Now unto Him that is able to keep you from felling, . . 

To the only wise God our Saviour, be glory and 

majesty, dominion and power, both now and ever. 

Amen. Jude 24, 25. 
Now, unto God and our Father, be glory for ever and 

ever. Amen. Phil. iv. 20. 
Blessing and honour, and glory and power, be unto Him 

that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb, for 

ever and ever. Rev. v. 13. 
To Him be glory and dominion, for ever and ever. Amen. 

1 Peter v. 11. 
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These passages are amply sufficient to show that 
the Apostles had ever in tlieir minds their Lord's 
appointed prayer, and felt its close connection with 
Christian doctrine and Christian practice. The Old 
Testament does not furnish language pointed enough, 
for us to suppose that in such passages the Apostles 
were only drawing from its stores. Their words are 
more in harmony with the higher tone, and more 
spiritual devotion, that characterizes the short but 
all-comprehending form which they had been com- 
manded to repeat. And these passages shew that 
not only did they repeat it, till their minds had mas- 
tered its spirit and learnt its lessons ; but that they 
also made it the basis of their preaching, the key to 
their Christian system, the common foundation of all 
their ministerial intercourse ; so that the lessons they 
enforced, the rebukes they uttered, the consolations 
and encouragements they conveyed, were all enforced 
and confirmed by being couched in the very words of 
that "prayer of the Christian law." 
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SOURCES OF THE LOBD^S PRAYER. 

I. a. It has been often observed, that in the public 
prayers of the Jewish Sjnagogae and in the private 
forms composed by Jewish Rabbis for their pupils, 
expressions may be found, much resembling the peti- 
tions of the Lord's Prayer ; and from this the in- 
ference has been drawn that our Lord purposely 
selected his prayer from others of Jewish (»rigin, 
already known at the time of His advent. Good use 
has been made of this idea by various writers. For 
instance, Bishop Jebb, in one of his very beautifril 
discourses on the Liturgy, alludes to it : — 

" Of this we may rest assured, that since true 
piety, like its great Author and object, is essentially 
the same, yesterday, to-day, and for ever, and since 
a blessed unity of spirit animates all ministrations 
instituted by God, the purity and perfection of Chris- 
tian worship, are, consequently, to be arrived at by 
adhering to the most primitive models ; and we are, 
therefore, instead of seeking novelties, to " stand in 
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the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where 
is the good way, and walk therein/' This practice 
has reoeiyed the sanction of authorities, which, it 
Would he more than presumptuous to impeach or 
controvert We are assured, by authors of unques- 
tionable credit, that the'earliest Christian Churches 
borrowed much of their liturgical service fixMn Jewish 
rituals : it is no less evident, than it is remarkable, 
that the prayers and hymns of the New Testament 
are, almost uniformly, framed from similar passages 
in the Old : and we have reason to believe that our 
blessed Lord Himself, who had not the Spirit by 
measure, in Whom were hidden all the treasures of 
wisdom and knowledge. Who spake as never man 
spake, — that even He condescended to derive His 
matchless prayer from formularies in common use 
among the Jews ; thus sanctioning, by His divine 
approbation, the simple, venerable, and elevated de- 
votion, which, even in a most corrupt age, and amidst 
a multitude of frivolous and profrme traditions was 
happily preserved among God's ancient people. 
Nor let us wonder at the respect thus paid to the 
public services of the Jews. Our blessed Lord and 
His earliest followers, were too wise, and too bene- 
volent, not to accommodate themselves to those at- 
tachments which their countrymen felt, towards the 
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loxKg established language, in which they had been 
accustomed to address their God." 

b. Now 88 far as this refers to forms composed bj 
the uninspired Jews themselves^ the facts of the case 
do hardly seem to warrant our supposing that ous 
Lord borrowed from them, whatever other sources He 
may have used. For, as Dean Alford observes, 
""There is very slender proof of what is often as- 
serted, that our Lord took nearly the whole of this 
prayer from existing Jewish formularies. Not that 
sudi a view of the matter would contaia in it any- 
thing irreverent or objectionable ; for if pious Jews 
had framed such petitions, our Lord,, who came " to 
fulfil" every thing that was good under the Old 
Covenant, might in a higher sense and spiritual 
meaning, have recommended the same forms to His 
disciples. But such does not appear to have been 
the fact. Lightfoot produces only the most general 
common-place parallels for the petitions, from the 
Rabbinical books." 

Another competent judge, Dr Eidersheim, after 
quoting some of thlB services of the synagogue, and 
some of the private forms made by the Rabbis, re- 
views them thus : — " We need scarcely point out the 
vast difference^ — ^in point of spirituality between the 
above and the Lord's Prayer." 

c. Let us now go a step further, and inquire from 
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what source did the Jews derive whatever is really 
excellent in their public and private prayers. A 
careful examination of them will not fail to shew 
that, as might be expected, all the main subjects, 
and most of the best expressions themselves, are 
taken word for word from the abundant petitionary 
models of the Old Testament. And wherever at- 
tempts were made at originidity in the matter or man- 
ner of their prayers, the Jewish compositions became 
weak and pointless just in proportion as they deviated 
from the inspired Scriptural forms. Even the simple 
expanding of a Scriptural expression, at once tended 
to maim its vigour, and diluted its meaning injuri- 
ously. So that whatever is most admirable in the 
Jewish forms may be easily traced back to their Old 
Testament originals. Now if it can be shewn that the 
Lord's Prayer itself is also based on the models for 
prayer found in the Old Testament : this fact of a 
common origin in the Scriptures, will clearly account 
for the similarity of the Lord's Prayer to some of the 
uninspired Jewish forms, without obliging us to sup- 
pose that it was borrowed from them. 

d. A comparison of its petitions with a few texts, 
in the following table, will leave no doubt that ample 
materials existed in the Old Testament, for the com- 
piling of the Lord's Prayer, except in one clause. 
That clause is the vow accompanying the 5th peti- 
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tion, — " as we forgive our debtors ;" — a sentiment 
which has no parallel in anj previous writings, not 
even in the Old Testament itself. 

Our Father. 

Blessed be Thou, Lord God of Israd, our Father. 

1 Chron. xzix. 10. 
Is He not thy father, that hath bought thee ? hath He 

not made thee and established thee. Deut. xxii. 6. 
Doubtless Thou art our &ther. Is. Ixiii. 16. 
If then I be a father, where b mine honour ? Mai. i. 6. 

Which art in heaven (the heavens,) 
But will God indeed dweU on the earth? behold the 

heaven of heavens cdnnot contain Thee. 1 Kings, 

viii. 27. 
He that sitteth in the heavens. Ps. ii. 4. 
Thus saith the Lord, the heaven is my throne. Is. Ixvi. 1 . 

Hallowed he thy name. 
Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in 

vain. Ex. xx. 7. 
That thou mayest fear His glorious and fearful name. 

The Lord thy Grod. Deut. xxviii. 68. 
Holy and revei^end b his name. Ps. cxi. 9. 
They shall sanctify my name. Is. xxix. 23. 

Thy kingdom come. 
Thy kingdom is an everlasting kingdom. Ps. cxlv. 13. 
His kingdom shall not be destroyed. Dan. vii. 14. 
The kingdom shall be the Lord's. Obad. 21. 
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Thy mil be done. 
I deKght to do Thy will, O my God. Ps. xL 8. ' 
It is the Lord, let Him do what seemeth Him good 

1 Sam. iii. 18, 
Teach me to do Thy will. Thou art my God. Ps. cxliii. 10. 

On earth cls it is in heaven. 

Bless the Lord ye His angels that do His command- 
ments, ... all ye His hosts, ye ministers of His, 
that do His pleasure. Ps. ciii. 20, 21. 

He doeth according to His wiU in the army of heaven. 
Dan. iv. 35. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 
Give me neither poverty nor riches, feed me with food 

convenient for me. Prov. xxx. 8. 
The Lord is my shepherd I shall not want. Ps. xxm, 1. 
I have esteemed the words of His mouth more thah my 

necessary food. Job xziii. 12. 

And forgive us our trespasses. 

Forgive Thy people that have sinned against Thee, and 
all their transgressions wherein they have trans- 
gressed agamst Thee. 1 Kings, viii. 50. 

Hide thy &oe ^m my sins, and blot out all my iniqui- 
ties. Ps. li. 9. 

To the Lord our God belong mercies and forgivenesses, 
though we have rebelled agiunst Him. Dan. is. 9. 

And lead us not into temptation. 
After these things God did tempt Abraham. Gen. xxii 1. 
The serpent beguiled me. €ren. iiL 13. 
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Remember all the way the Lord thy Grod lead Thee, to 
prove thee, to know what was in thine heart, whether 
thou wouldst keep His commandments, or no. 
Deut. yiii. 2. 

Lead me in a plain path. Fs. xxvii. 11. 

But deliver us from evil 
Oh I that . . . Thou wouldest keep me from evil, that 

it may not grieve me. 1 Chron. iv. 10. 
He trusts on the Lord, that He would deliver him. 

Deliver my soul from the sword. Fs. xxii. 8, 20. 
The righteous cry, and the Lord heareth them, and de- 

livereth them out of their troubles. Fs. xxxiv. 17. 

For thine is the kingdom^ and the power, and the glory, for 
ever. Amen, 

Thine, O Lord, is the greatness, and the power, and the 
glory, and the victory, and the majesty ; thine is the 
kingdom, . . . Blessed be Thou, Lord God of Israel, 
our father, for ever and ever. 1 Chron. zxix. 11, 10. 

The whole earth shall be filled with His glory. Amen, 
Amen. Fs. Ixxii. 19. 

e. Many more similar passages may be found in 
the devotional parts of the Old Testament, bearing 
so close a likeness to the petitions of the Lord'9 
Prayer that we cannot doubt that our Lord compiled 
His Prayer for His Church's use, from some of those 
earlier inspirations, which had been breathed by many 
a pious worshipper under the older dispensation. 

And we may without difficulty see why it was 
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mdvantageons for Him to do so. These passages 
were already known and reverenced by the Jews, 
as part of their Holy Books ; and wonld not seem 
new or strange when grouped together in one prayer 
for their use as Christians. Our Lord, also, by this 
adaptation, carried on most instructively the great 
principle He had announced as the basis of His teach- 
ing ; — namely, the fulfilment and not the destruction 
of the Law and the Prophets. He had come to 
change accessories and externals, but not essentials 
and vital principles ; He therefore kept all that was 
pure and undefiled, Hke these spkitual prayers, hal- 
lowed long ages before by His and our " Father in 
heaven." He further showed the real unity and 
faurmony which all true prayer possesses, in every 
age and in every circumstance ; it being the prompt- 
ings of the same Holy and Eternal Spirit, whose 
sanctifying influence is one and the same in nature 
and tendency, in all periods of the progressive un- 
folding of God's Revelation to man ; although the 
extent and amount to which He '* enlightens the 
darkness" of believers may not be always the same, 
but progressive increasing with the elearer Reve- 
lation. 

IL a. In studying the Lord's Prayer, closely in 
the original Greek of the Gospels, we soon find that. 
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M a nececeary coasequence of its thus being Hebrem 
in origin^ it is also ^d)rew m structure. To the 
English reader this will not be evident, or «t least 
only very faintly ; but we may notice some of the 
results of the peculiar cast of the language. The 
style of Hebrew writings is often very complicated ; 
but at the same time, for that reason, rery sugges- 
tive, very beautifuL ; and, when once imderstoed, very 
helpful to the memory, and very usefol in preserving 
the text incorrupt. The arrangement of lines in 
" paralleF' groups ; — sentence answerii^ to sentence, 
phrase to phrase, and word to word ; s(»ne1imes in a 
progressive, at others in an alternate ^stem ; with a 
careful attention to order and numbers; — ^is an univer- 
sal peculiarity of the Old Testament, as of most 
Jewish writings of any kind. Following this Hebra- 
istic style of writing, to which His Jewish hearers 
were accustomed, and whidi indeed they wodld ex- 
pect and value, our Lord has arranged His IVayor 
in the Greek, with exquisite skill and exact sym- 
metry. The introduction, the two great halves of 
the prayer, and the c(mclusion, have each an orderly 
arrangement of their own; interweaving the sense 
and shewing the connection, while distinctly marking 
the transitions from one to the other. And this ob- 
servance of order extends, in the original, to the 
number of the words and syllables of tiie various 
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lines or sentences eomposing each division of the 
prayer ; to the places of corresponding words in cor- 
responding lines of each division ; and even to the 
very letters or words which begin or end these lines. 
This exact order has been pointed oat by Bp. Jebb, 
whose labours in sacred criticism have brought to 
light many snch examples of ''parallel" arrange- 
ments in the New Testament. 

b. The following tables may be nsefdl in giving as 
good an idea as can be well given in an English 
translation, of what has been noticed in the preced- 
ing remarks on the structure of the Lord's Prayer. 
Such an arrangement will be found to give the eye 
at once an insight into something of the symmetry 
which pervades it throughout. 

Our Father who art in the heavens, 

{ Thy name be hallowed ; 

< Thy kingdom come ; 

( Thy will be done ; 
Ab in heaven, so on earth, 

(Give us this day. 
Our daily bread ; 
!And forgive us our debts. 
As we foi^ve our debtors ; 
{And lead us not into temptation. 
But deliver us from evil ; 



For Thine ( th. kingdom, 
< and the power, 
( . and the glory. 

For ever. Amen. 
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Or, in this form: — 

Our Father, { Thy name be hallowed ; "^ as in heaven, 

who art < Thy reign come ; v so on 

in the heavens, ( Thy will be done ; ) earth. 

Give us this day, 
Our daily bread ; 

And forgive us our debts. 
As we foigive our debtors ; 

And lead us not into temptation. 
But deliver us from evil ; 

The kingdom, ^ 

For thine is -^ and the power, > for ever. Amen. 

( and the glory, ) 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

COMPAiaSON OP THE LOBD's PRAYER WITH THE 
TEACHINGS OP OTHER PARTS OP SCRIPTURE. 

I. a. In studying the Lord's Prayer, a very use- 
fdl line of thought opens out, from noticing how it is 
. arranged, not formally to teach the distinguishing 
doctrines of Christianity ; but rather to be found to 
agree in perfect harmony with these doctrines, when 
they should afterwards be taught by other parts of 
the New Testament. Our Lord having entire know- 
ledge of the constitution and workings of our minds, 
has taught us here a lesson of immense importance ; 
that a prayer to God should not be " an oblique ser- 
mon," or an indirect lecture on theology, but the 
simple petitioning for pressing wants; — devotion 
rather than instruction being the proper use of prayer. 
Our Lord has placed in His prayer nothing to distract 
the worshipper by pointed explanations, or formal 
statements of doctrines ; these it takes for granted as 
already learnt, or leaves them to be learnt from other 
places. But, at the same time, on close examination 
there is to be found, underlying the pure simplicity 
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of its devotional expressions, a complete and designed 
agreement with those deeper truths of Christianity^ 
which do not appear on its surface. Indeed, it evi- 
dently refers to these doctrines as what q&a alone 
rightly explain the object and form of its petitions. 
So that a comparison of the Lord's Prayer with other 
parts of Scripture is perhaps the best way of examin- 
ing it, and, indeed, both it and them, from the mutual 
explanations which spring up during the comparison. 

5. For instance, let us try to trace in it the won- 
derful doctrine of the Holy Trinity, with the share 
taken by each of the Holy Three, in accomplishing 
our salvation. This is the very keystone of Chris- 
tian faith ; met with in every page of the New Tes- 
tament ; yet it was not directly mentioned in the 
Lord's Prayer ; most likely because it would have 
then been sadly perplexing to the disciples, who, as 
yet, found no small difficulty in understanding the very 
simplest parables of their Lord. But though prevented 
from dazzling their minds unseasonably, this great 
doctrine is found really to shape the whole prayer. 

The first group of petitions, for God's glory, are 
arranged in a Threefold order, relating successively 
to the various distinct offices, or parts, in redemption, 
niiich are separately ascribed by Scripture to the 
Father, to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

The Father is everywhere rq)re8ented as exer- 
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eising His directing, adjasting, and approving office, 
to superintend, as it were, what was necessary to be 
done, both on God's part and on man's part, that His 
name may be hallowed by us and in us ; — ^to His 
glory and our safety. 

The Son came in His mediatorial office, to do what 
what was to be done on God's part for our safety, by 
establishing the principles and laying the foundation 
of the coming Kingdom of Chd. 

The Holy Spirit in His sanctifying office secures 
what was to be done on man's part for his safety ; by 
applying to our conscience the mediatorial office of the 
Son, by renewing our corrupt will, and bringing it 
to approve of and do that better wiU of Ood. 

And these offices of the Holt Three all unite for 
the one great object of producing here on earth a 
state of such reverence, holiness, and obedience, as is 
found above in heaven. 

In the second group of petitions, for man's wants, 
the same silent order and reference to the Holy 
Trinity in unity is observed. 

It is the Father's Providence which gives us our 
bread ; the type of every blessing needed by the 
creature from His creator. 

It is the Son's self-sacrificing love which procures 
us sinners ybr^it;cne»5, and teaches us to forgive each 
other, as we hope to be forgiven for His sake. 
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It is the Holy Spirit's sanctifying power which 
we need to preserve us from temptation^ as it before 
preserved our Saviour, when in His human weakness 
He " was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to 
be tempted.'' And the Holt Three unite to shield 
and deliver us from all that manifold et»^ to which we 
would be fatally exposed, from want of Providential 
care, of Redeeming love, or of Sanctifying grace. 

The Lord's Prayer does thus bear a distinct, though 
unobtrusive, reference to the Holy Trinity: and 
shews the orderly succession and connection of the 
offices,— different in nature, but united in object, — 
which it has pleased the Holy Trinity severally to 
assume, in the saving of our souls. 

c. We may perhaps better see how much the peti- 
tions of the Lord's Prayer are moulded by these 
great truths, if we place the results in one view. 

^1. ... rXhy name be hallowed ;... oflBce of the Father, 

I 2. ... •< Thy kingdom come ; ofGce of the Son. 

3. ... (.Thy will be done ; office of the Holy Spirit. 

I 4. As in heaven, so on earth, united object of all the 

Three offices. 

f5. ... / Give us this day, 

our daily bread ; .,.►.. office of the Father. 

I 6. ... And foi^ve us our debts, 

as we forgive our debtors ;. . . office of the Son. 
17. ...^ And lead us not into temptation ;. . . office of liie Holy 
\ , Spieit. 

8. But deliver us from evil, united object of all the 

Three offices. 
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d. These two series of petitions, (1-4) and (5-8), 
being both similarly arranged according to the re- 
yealed order and unity of the Holy Trinity, become 
thereby further connected in corresponding pairs of 
petitions, (1 with 5), (2 with 6), (3 with 7), (4 with 8). 
Each petition of the second series, (5-8), arises natu- 
rally firom the corresponding petition of the first 
series, (1-4) : and is in each case the exact petition 
which would spring up in the heart of a worshipper 
who had fully understood and felt the force of each 
of these previous corresponding petitions. 

From the universal Father, — ^because His name 
is to be hallowed, — it is right and natural to ask 
humbly for our bread, (1-5). 

Through the Son, — ^because He has opened the 
kingdom of heaven, — we seek forgiveness and the in- 
clination to forgive each other, (2-6). 

Through the Holy Spirit, — ^because our will, 
when renewed by Him, seeks to do the will of Grod, — 
we trust and pray not to be led into temptation, (3-7). 

While to all the Holy Three, — because it is their 
one united object to make the state of things on earth 
like that in heaven, — we are encouraged to pray, 
^^ Deliver us from evil ;" — from all that evil which 
mtist constantly trouble us until Their cme great ob- 
ject is fulfilled. 
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II. Among the many exceedingly beautiful paral- 
lels which may be drawn between the Lord's Pray«r 
and His other teachings, one of the most close and 
instructive, is that between it and the seven first 
beatitudes or blessings, which begin the S^rmcm on 
the Mount. (Matt. vi. 3-9.) 

The name of Father is haUowedj when the poor 
in spirit feeling their spiritual poverty and sins, seek 
reverently, as his erring children, to be made heirs 
of the kingdom of heaven. 

The kingdom^ " opened to all believers,'' by the 
Son, cornea to them by grace when they mourn for 
sin, and are comfi>rted in Him, finding rest unto their 
souls. 

The Divine wUl is done by the he^ of the Holy 
Spirit, when the submissive and meehj act so, as in 
a heavenly sense, to inherit the earth. 

The " true bread'* is given by the Father for 
the supply of all who hunger and thirst afier righte- 
ousness. 

Their trespasses or debts are forgiven for the Sok's 
sake, to those who forgive ; so that the merdfid re- 
ceive m/ercy. 

Temptation is overcome through the Holy Spirit's 
help, by those, who, pure in heart, above all things 
wish to see Gfod and live in His presence. 

Finally, Evil will be entirely done away with, 
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when the children of peace^ as children o/Ood made 
manifest, shall dwell for ever in eternal peace with 
Him. 

III. Besides such comparisons between the whole 
of the Lord's Prayer and other parts of the Bible, 
many others may be drawn with equal advantage to 
the student, in the case of each separate petition. 
Each one of them contains some grand central truths, 
which are woven into the whole of Scripture, and 
which are found enforced or illustrated by it in every 
possible way. So that when they are kept steadily 
in view, especially duriug the reading of the New 
Testament, the doctrines it teaches, the vices it con- 
demns, the virtues it encourages ; the various parables 
of our Lord ; His example, and the examples of His 
apostles, in the various events and situations of hu- 
man life ; — all will naturally gather round and at- 
tach themselves to the particular petitions which 
contain the central truths they are more specially 
connected witji. Each petition seems then to become 
the springing source of a stream of truth divine, 
widening and deepening ad it is tracked through the 
fields of Holy Writ, leading the earnest searcher on- 
wards with ever increasing interest, tiU he gains a 
far wider prospect than before, of its expansive beauty 
and connected grandeur. 
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278 CHAPTER XVJI. 

As the reader will find greater pleasure and bene- 
fit in following out these hints for himself, than if 
they were at once fiilly laid before him, they are left 
as suggestions for private study ; with the assurance 
that they will amply repay the close thought that 
may be needed for developing them. Gratitude will 
become deeper and love wiser ; meditation more real, 
and prayer more earnest, after each research. The 
calm pure spirit, the clear strong lessons, of the 
Lord's own Prayer will gather ^ear him, and wateh 
over him — very guardian angels, in the midst of each 
day's duties and events; stilling his sorrow, and 
swelling his happiness ; gently unloosing the ties of 
earth, and riveting closer the claims of Heaven, 
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